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PARLIAMENT,andCouNCe L . of STATE forthe Com- 

monwealth of ENGLAND, The author humbly craves of that 

mighty Counſeller, that Prince of peace, a large donation of the 

ſpirit of Counſell, and of the ſpirit of courage, with a ſuitable and "0 
happy ſucceſs for the Peace, Liberty, and enlargement of theſe three _ 
Nations. | 


= Ay it pleaſe you right Honorable, in ſome of thole few 
vacant hours which it pleaſeth the moſt high ( whole | | | 
rod and ({taffyou are) to afford unto you, from thoſe ma- | 
ny, weighty, difficult, and diltractfull incombrances, and SY 
affairs , that do flow in, and preſs upon you daily , to i 
| I caſt your eye(at teaſt for recreation ſake) upon this Trea- | 
tie, and the rather, becauſe ic contains in it matter of no ſmall concern- 
ment, as in it feif, ſo eſpecially to your honoured ſelves ; for in the firſt 
part, which is the natrative , you may pleaſe to read a tragicall ttory , 
wherein I hope your eye will not a litle affect your tender hearts , to fee 
ſuch a diſcurteous entertainment of ſtrangers , and wayfaring-men that 
were paſſirg by , and tatried bur for a night or two, and that by their 
neighbours, men profeſſing the fear of the Lord as they allo do ; who to- 
gether for liberty of their conſciences, and worſhip of their God, as their 
hearrs were perſwaded , long ſ:nce fled from the perſecuting hands of the 
Lordly Biſhops , your adverſaries and ours, unto thoſe utmoſt parts of 
the World, to the extreme bazard of their lives” the waſting of their e- 
ſtates, and upon the point, to the totall lots and depriyation of their neer 
and deer relations, and the comforts thereof in this their native land; and 
the rather to ſee this acted by that {word, that hand , which from your 
A 3” honoured 
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— The Epiille Dedicetars 7 


honored arm they are betrnlted with, and ſo to fee your {word,your paw- 


er, your hand miſuſed therein. In the ſecond part,which is the confirmaci- 
on of my teſtimony by the word of God,and teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, and eſpecially in the later part thereof: you that count it your 
orcatel[t honour, and higheli preterment in this world to be ſervants of 


Chriſt ( who is indeed the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings , whoſe - 


Sword-bearcrs you are, as was allo that C'eſ-rr although he krew it not 


you ( I tayI hope ) ſhall find that he hath not required luck things at 


your hands, as generally they that have beea his Sword-bearers before 
your ſelves have been apt to concelve; and :hereupon have been too deep- 


ly engaged in the ſhedding of much innocent bloud in this Land ; being 


alſo periwaded thereuato by thetr teachers, who to maintain their ſuper- 
Qicious, humane, invented relizion and worſhip, for filthy lucres fake, it 
beingthe only curious art, and crafc by which they had their wealth 
and livings as thoſe of old; not hav.ng the ewo-edeed {word of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, to defend themlelves, and to maintain their 
craft, again(t the poor 11titerate ard deipited ſervants ar.d witneſſes cf 
Jelus Chriſt, have been forced to call for the {word of (teel, the power 
of the Magiltrate, to heip to ſtop their mouthes, to cut them off, and 
ſo to take chem out of their way, and by caſting a milt before their Ru- 
lers eyes they have (Ul] perſwaded them , That this 1s their ofhce , and 
dury to do, and that hereby they did God beſt teryice with that ſword 
with which they were betrulied , whereas indeed they aid bur make 
their ſword guilty of the blood of rhe innocent;andthus were they taken 
off from attending upon the very thing for which this iword was put 
into their hands, to attend upon theirprivate , and camall inte.eſts , 
and fo were brought into a double tranſgrefſion. By whoſe errataes, 
Right Honourable, I hopethe Lord will teach you to beware, and by 
oiving you 4 clear dilcerning of his mind, and will in theſe more 
briohr lunne-ſhining daies ( wherein the Earth begins to be fled with 
the i A of the Lord as the waters cover the Sea) will give you 
to underſtand that as all power in earth is givento him, fo he to the 
olory of God his Father , whoſe power , and wifdome he is, doth 
wilely manaoe the fame by a two fold adminiſtration of power ſuita- 


ble tothe two fold ſtate or being of man , whom in the earth, and in 


the things thereof he hath appointed Lord; that one may be called an 
earthly , and outward adminiſtration , which ſuits the outward man, 


2nd 21 thoſe ourward,, and: viſible things ( in reference unto man ) 
| _ that 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

| thatdo belongthereto,, as he is Lord thereof, and ismanaged by an 
outward viſible {word of feel, and by a carnall or audible voyce , 
or word of him , or them that holds it ia their hand ,_ asd to an out- 
ward and carnal end, ( yet righteous, juſt, and good, which being 
diligently attended :ocends to the peace, liberty , and proſperity ct a 
ciy1l State, Nation and Kincdom lo far as it concerns tne ow:ward man 
.and viſible [tate thereof; ) which end is the preſeryarion of it elf, 
the whole, andeyery particular part , and perſon, belonging thereur.- 
to, ſafe in their perlon , name, and eſtate from him, or them that 


would rife up viibly to oppre:s, or wrong themin the fame; . Thus 1n 


= RD bo : 
the general; and to inſtance moreparticularly , in caſe by the caut- 


oa of a wholeſome Law, and jult penalty annexed thereunto, which 


by a carnall hand or way, ispreſented co a carnall and viſible eye, 


orear, the Oppreflour takes not warning, and will not be deterred 
trom offering violence to the perſoa , name , oreltate of hig neig'.youry 
then by this power ſh:1l he be made reſponſible, and be forced »-- 
lens wolens , fo far as he is able to make ir 00d, and to reſtore; in 
caſe any be impoveriſhed , or faln to decay 1n their outward man 
and eſtates by age, ficknels, fire, or by ſome other way , or hand 
of GOD ; fo farasrheir preſent (trength extends, by this power 
they are to be employed , and where it fails, to be relieved , and that 
by an equall, and jult levy of their neigbours eſtates to be taken alto 
by force in caſe there be not {o much love, and charity in them to= 


wards their poor diltrefſed neighbours to conſtrain them thereunto , and - 


by the ſame way alto to maintain itſelf, and all other juſt undertakings 
that may be preſented for the preſervation of the whole. And this in 
brief is the ſum of that adminiſtration of Chrifts power in earth fo far as 


it meerly concerns the outward man with reſpect ro others that may up- 


hold it, or moleſt ir, and is managed by that ſword of ſteel which 


CE ee. RE - ; | ; 
in reference unto him is. called in ſcripture therod of iron by which he 


rules the nations , and breaks them to peeces like a Potters veſſel; and 


with this adminiltration of his power 02 Earth ( Right Honourable ) 


hath he ( who is the Lord of Lords and ſhall ere {org appear as King 


and Judge of all ) betruſted you in thele three Nations, having as a 
manifeſt roken thereof pur into your hand that iron rod, and to admira- 
tion hath ſtrengthened and upheld your arm for the ſubduing , and or- 
dering of the ſame. 


There 
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7 ve Epiiile Dedicatory. 

Thereis yet beſides this, another adminiftration of Chriſts power on 
Larth, witch compared with this, may be truly termed heavenly and 
piritnall, 1: being that which fuiterh with , and principally is exercilcd 
a bour che ſpiticuall, or hidden part of man, to wit, his ſpit, mind , ard 
conlcience, which is indced the moſt naturall Lord ar.d commander or 


o but naturally 


the outward , it and all things belonging thereunto Being 


 iuÞject, ard readily obedient, trom which very corſ:deration 1t 1s, that 1t 


15 more fafe, and alſo more honourable , forthe powers on earth to haye 
one thouland fouls to be ſubject ro them tor loye and conſcience fake, 


than to have ten thouſand times ten thoutand bodies ſeemingly ſubject, 


for wiah fake, ard for fear of reyerg2; this {pirit and great commander 
in man, is fuch a ſparkling beam, trom the Father of I1ghts, and ſpirits, 
that it Carnot be lorded qyer, commanded, or forced, either by me!:, de- 
vils, or argels, but onely leavirg its tult (tation, wherein it came fo ncer 
tothe light and glory of God, it 15 now cauſed to poſlels death and dark- 
neſs, and by that means is in a capacity by men and devils to be decci- 
ved, and ſo by pertwaſion to he nus-Icd. This ſpiricuall acminiftratio1 
of Chriſts power in and over the fpirits and coniciences of mn, as it ex- 
tends to all che inward and hidden motions and actings of the mind, fo 
to all the ourward manifeltations of its powerfull commands in the out- 
ward man, in reference unto Ged, and eſpecially unto ſuch as appertain 


_ tothe vifble worſhip and ſervice of God , who hath declared himlelf to 
. bea Spirit, and will .be worſhipped in {pirit and intruth, and ſeeks 


luch, and onely ſuch to worſhip him : This ſpiritual adminiſtration 1o 
far as it concerns the outward man, is managed not by a ſword of Stcel 
( which cannot come neer or touch the ſpiric or mind of man ) bur by the 


1word that procceds ovt of the mourn of his ſeryants, the word of truth, 
and eſpecially as to the efficacy, and to the. inward man, by the two- 


edoed tword of the Spirit, that fpirituall law and hgh: wita which cheſe 
candles ofthe Lord are enlightned, and that by timlelf, who is that liohr 
that entightnueth cvrry man that comes into the world, and this {pir3tu- 
all adminiſtration of Chriſts powec on eatth in and over the ſpirits, minds, 
and conſciences of the ſons of men, and aifo over the outward man as 
to worſhip meetly , is committed into the hand; of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
who is his v:ce-r97 bere on earth, and is only able ro deal with ſpirits by 
way of convincing, converting , transforming , andas it were a-new 
creating of them, and 1o to tranſlate them out of the Kingdome of dark- 
nels, in which they are by nature, into the olorious .1berty of the Saints 
in light, Whois pleaſed alſo to make uſe of the mouths of his ſervants, 
ard throvgh them, as cwpty reeds, and crooked x2 ms-hornes, to over- 

eurn 
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T be EpiSile Deatcatory, 
eurn the {picits, 2nd ſpiricuall ſtrong holds of men and devils , and by 
them to convitt, ave ge, and execute the ſentence written, which upon 
tuch as manifelt the emaity thar is incheir minds in the highelt degree even 


. aoainl(t the holy Spirit himſelf ( the only (in unpardonable ( forall other 


© : mel . wt 
fin ard blaſphemy ſhall be forgivea) I lay the written ſentence that 1s to 
be executed upon {1h ) 15 anae/erma mararatha zthat is, accurled with 
this intimation, 9zr Lord cometh, lexving them untill he meet with them; 


and otherwiſe than thus the ſervants of Chrilt cannot proceed, having ex- 


rels commar.d not to firive, but to be patients apt to teack, mn meekneſs 


inſtructing thole thar oppole themſelves, & to wait if God at any time wil 


oive them repentance to the ackrowledgement of the truth 7 Thus if it 


pleaſe the Father of lightsto give you (Right Honorable ) ro diſtinguiſh 
between theſe two adminiſtrations of Chrilt's- power here on earth, and 
ro leaye that part co himſelf in the hand ot his Spirit, which cannot be 
conferred on o:hers, nor yer rightly managed but by the :w9-edged ſword 
ef that Spiri:,and wholly give up your telvcs to improve that part which 


bclongshinto, and well ſuirs with that {word which you are now be- 


truſted with, it will much conduce to his glory, your own praiſe, and 
the peace and ſet:lement of thete threc Nations, over which the Lord 
hath ſer you. | 

And whereas Right Honorable, it is in your hearts, to propagate the 
Golfeil of Jeſus Corilt ; the thing is excellent that is in your hea1ts, and I 
nope the way to cffect it 1s before you , which is, {ith the Lord of hoafls 
hath laid, that works of chis nature arc carried on, or by might, nor by 


power , but by his Spirit , therefore to give way to his Spirit for the tef- 


 fecting thereof: and to this end I humbly propole,. that your way to fur- 


—_w 


ther this glorious det1gh , as to the might and power this Lord of Hoalis 


| hath betrulted you With, 1s 


I. Not fo much asto touch his Anointed, and to do his Prophets 
no harm, their ointment b2ing the Spiric of prophecy, and this Spirit of 
prophecy the teſtimony and witneſs of the Goſpel of Jeſus. And 

2, As obedient and durifull ſervants to that Lord of Lords, to fuf- 
fer the T ares (which being by the adverſary ſown after the 7/hear , muſt 
needs be ment, erronious, hereticall, and antichriſtian perſons profeſſing 
the Goſpel, I ſay to let theſe rares ) alonein that par* of the field, or 
world, over which the oreat Lord of the haryc{t hath placed your Ho- 
nors; (ith it is his pleafure they ſhall there remain to the time of the har- 


yelt, being the end of the world , and :hat out of his tender reſpect to the 


heat, lelt in plucking up the :2res (though evidently diſcerned by 
his ſervants ) the hear ſhould be rooted up allo. And. 


3.10 


T be EpiStle Dedicatory, 

3. Tothefameend not to oiye your {[word, or power to the beait 
nor yer to Gf; your power , neither in theſe three nations, nor yet in 
any forreign part of the world to be lo mituled by any ro whom'tis com=- 
mitted, as by y:rtuethetecf out of an ignorant zeal, and blind deyoti-" 
ON, pre:ending ro pluck up the tares(which yet 1s contrary to the expreſs 
mind of the Lord) to root up the wheat alto. 
4. To countenance and 1incourage (as through Geds wercifull, hand 

on your hearts in ſome meaſure you do ) ſuch as are faichful, and up- 
right in the land , by this means ſhall a wide andctfectual door be open= 
ed, and ſoſhall the word of the Lord , which is the Goſpel of Chriſt go 
torth, run, and be elorityed through all thole parts of the world that ac- 
| knowledoc your power, and that W hich is of God ſhall and, encreale 
and te propagated , and thatWhich is not of God ſhall tall, decay, and 
come to nothing, Thus ſhall you allo accompliſh the words of the Pro- 
phets of old,in. becoming axr ſing fathers unto the ſervants, and children 
of God, who under you ſhall lead a peaceable, and quiet life in all god- 

lineſs, and honeſty, and ſhall be oreatly obli -oed co improve their inter= 
elt in the father of mercies by their preſenting to him conftant and earneſt 
pecitions, ſupplications , interceſſions , and giving of rhanks on your be- 
half And for the furtherance of thoſe worthy thoughts of your hearts, 
they ſhall not ceaſe to preach, and declare to oreat,and ima] what they 
haye ſeen, and felt, and heard rouching the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to pray 
the lord ofthe haryeſt to ſend forth faithful and painful labourers into his 
harveſt; which js alſo the conſtant, hearty, and earneſt requeſt of 


Your humble and faithful 
Subject, 


I | . \ 
£ JonN CLARK. 


1 o the Honored Nlagiſtracy,tbePresbytery, 
' and their depes:dency 1n the Mathatuſers C olony ia New-England, The 
' Author wiſheth repentaace to the acknowledgement of the irmth as 


it is 1% Jeſus (hrifſt. 


"LA P2 Onored Friends , for ſo without ſcruple or diffimalation can I 


F Z call yon 3 ſome of you 1 honor for your parts , orhers for your 
A places ſak-, and both for many good things I ſee in you, and 
A for evils reformed by ycu 3 I call you friends,for my love to you 
4 (in truth ) is unfained, neither are there (1 bleſs the Loid nor- 
withſtanding the diſcurreous uſage which I and my friends re- 
" ceived ſrom you ) any evill thoughts in my heart rowards you, 
beeauſe I judge you wete put upon what you did by a Zeal( I would not think, 
u:3tO private or caarall intereſts but ) rowards God , thinking thereby ra do him 
ſervice 3 although I confidently believe, and therefore boldly do affirm rhat his 
ſoul abhors it; Ard that 1 may deal plainly with you as a friend, I will rell you 
what in my heart I think and judge, that ſuch a zeal of God is not according to 
tuc knowledge, or know)edge of the truth as ir is in Jeſus Chriſt , which would 
ſoon take you off, and free you from that ſoul murdering , and blood thirfty 
lie. Thape you will not be offended to ſee this Narrative brought forth into the 
publick view,it being upon the point forft from me by your friends & agent here, 
ſecing alſo the matter , which is contained therein is of no leſs chan of pub- 
Iick concerament , was not done in a corner » is the fruit of your zeal, and that 
wherin { ſuppoſe ya glory and count your ſclres herein a worthy pattern for all 
 thar ſear che _— to follow y ov, and withall their might to be confermed to; 
which if 3 trum, I then ſave you a labour, and further your delign, yea'l publifh 
your praiſe, and glory , but my own diſgrace and ſhame 3 but ifa miftake, and 
falſchood, I ſhall then hereby give occafion unto y our faithful friends ( whoſe 
words may be of more prevailing power, and force than mine, th:ough prejadice 
for preſent, are like to be_) co rell you friendly, ard yer plainly , that you ao but 
glory in your ſhame, ſo that the rime may come, if ſo be the will of God » that 
you may ſmire upon your thigh, and ſay within your ſelves, what fruit had we 
then of thoſe things, whereot we ace now aſhamed; neither let it be oftenſive to 
your ſpirits to ſce my teſtimony for which thing ſake among you we were fhame- 
fully entreated, being alſo ſ{tringers ro vou and belonging to another joriſdidti- 
on where and by whoſe means divers of you, and yours, and ſuch as have been of 
chiefc{t notre, and moſt highly eſteemed by you, have enjoyed curteſies with far 
greater liberties in pojnt of conſcience no man gainſaying? let ic not offend I ſay 
ro ſee this reftimony when none of you (upon the oft repeated motion ) would 
come forth to oppoſe ir,then ro be made yet more publick,f& by the word ofGod, 
and teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſas the Lord ts be brought forth into the open view of 


all, confirmed and juſftiſyed ; neither take it il] that fith I could'not with freedom, 


and apon <qual terms ſpeak with you , and difcufs theſe points for which we have 
been ſen:enced , that then I have made bold ro write uato you ſome few lines , 
thar rherevy I might remind you (leaſt you let it flip ) that we were brought be* 
fore you as by a hand from beneath, lo nor withour a ſpeciall , and good hand 
from above , and that to be a teſtimony againſt you in theſe two weighty parti- 
culais 3 A:it ro bear ceftimony a gainft your ſtanding with reſpe& to the worſhip 
of God appoinred by Chriſt , which in plain terms (for it » not now a time to 
B diſſemble 
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difſemble fecivg the Lord is at hand) is falſe, and evil, not the order of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt as you pretend , and thercfore diſorder , contuton , and thats 
which in Scripture language is called Babelz And fecondly t9 bear reftimony » 
or witneſs againſt that way by which you mainrain it , which being chiefly as it 

appears by carnal weapons , which cannot reach to the heart or ſpirit of a man, 
which is the principal;part, and upon the point the whole in the worſhip of God, 
without which there is no accep:ance with him , this I ſay muſt needs allo be fail, 
but yet far worſe, ir being no way appointed , or approved of Chriſt , nor yet 


- groundedly expected of practiſed by Chriſtians who fir ſt truſted in Chrift > and 
 theretore upon due examination will prove moſt unchriſtian, yea Antichriſtian 3 


I ſha!l uſe but theſe two arguirents in this place ra convince you, The tift wher- 


_ of Ranideth thus. 


- Thir order , and way to maintain it which neicher hath precept from Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles in his laſt will and reſtamenc , nor yer picfident, or example a- 
mong thoſe that firſt truſted in Chyitt , thac order cannot be the order of the 

Bat the order which you call the order of the Goſpel of Chiift, and the way 
which you ſay is his way to maintain it, hath neicher precepr, nor prefident in his 
laſt will and teſtament. 

The firſt propofition [ ſuppoſe none of you can deny,nnlels you can find a [ater 
than that which is called his laſt will and reſtament,and as for the ſecond the truth 


Goſpel of Chriſt, nor that way his way to maintain it. 


 thereof,will as eaſilyappear if you bring your order,and way to maintain it ro the 


preceprt of Chrift , and practiſe of thoſe thar 11ſt rrulted in him 3 and firſt for 
your order, Whar precept from Chriſt , or practiſe among thoſe that firſt rruſted 
in him have you for baptizing of infant: (who are declared to be but flzih and by 
nature the Children of wrath one as well as another 3?) for rantiting and ſprink- 
ling them , and not baptizing or dipping them 3 for acceptiug fuch as were 
ſprinkled with ſuperſtitious hajlowed water, and by the hand of as ſuperſtitions 
conſecrated a miniſtery of Antichriſt,and for receiving ct ſuch as are ſprinkled by . 
your ſelves to the ordinance of baptiſm as you call ir, bur yer to deny them 
communion in the Apoftles docrine » and in breaking of bread: And if you 
cannart find either precept from Chrift or his Apoſtles , or example among thoſe 
that ficſt rraſted In Chritt for none of thiſe , then will you be ac loſs for the reſt, 
and geither , find precept or preſident for your joining together , or for your 
imication of thoſe that fi t revſted in him in their miniftery of coatinuance toge. 
gether inthe Apoſtles dodrine and feilow ſhip and breaking of bread , and pray- 
er. And touching your way to maintain it , what have you a PreCept and prefi- 
dent in the lait will and teftimenrt of Chriſt ſor ſuch a gathering © rogecher with 
reſpe& to the order of the Goſpell of Chriſt in the name , and by the leave of the 
Magiftrate , ſo as to make ir a thing unlawfnl for the ſervants of Chriſt to do it, 
without him, by the civil ſword to corre errour, hereſics, and all falſe worſhips, 
to conſtrain ail Church-members , and ſuch alſo asare withour (and ſo cannor bur 
by you be lovked nypon to be withont faith , without which it 1s impoſſible to 
pleaſe God ) outwardly. and kypocritically to conform to y our worſhip , or to re* 
firain them in like manner outwardiyand hypoerirically from enjoying their own, 
when according to that rule (to which is annexed the promiſe of peace to ſych 
as walk thereby ) the greateſt Apoſtacies apd Blaſphemies (that unpardonable fin 
i: ſelf nat excepted) were bur puniſhed with a delivery of the perſon thar 
was guilcy thereof unto Satan the God of this world , that he might learn not to 
blaſpheme the God of heaven, and ſo to leave him to the coming of the Lord 
who ſhall come in flaming fire to render vengeance upon ſuch 3 and ſo much is 


ſigni. 


= 


fied by the word anathema Maranatha. And I pray confider whether this be nc: 


. - tOplace the Magiſtrate roo high , or too low 3 too high in caſe you make him the 


| Chief , and ujon the point the only Judge in ſpiricual rhings Cinch as appertain to 
rhe myſtery of godlinefs that is ſo grear , and ſuch as belong to rhe myſtery of the 
Kingdome of Chriit, thar is ſo werderful J fo azto judge , and determine what ts 
truth, and whar is error and herefie , what is the fight way of the warſhip of Ged 
who being a ſpirit hach declercd that he will be.worſhipped in ſpizit, and in truth, 
and what js not whoare the worſhippers he lecks for ,' and who are. ſuch as his 
| ſou] abhors ? and again too low in caſe you make him bur the executioner only of 
other mens judgements z which indeed is the ordinary practiſe. And ſo 1 have done 
With che firſt argument 3 the ſecond ſtands rhus. 

2. Arg. That ord2r, and way to maintain it which 1s not only aifterent from , 
bur contrary unto the precept of Clariſt in his laſt will and ceftament , and the prac” 
tife of Chriſtians thar fi ft rruſted in him, thar order cannor be the order of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt , nor that way his way to maintain it» Bur the order which you call the 
oraer of the Goſpel of Chriſt , azd the way which you ſay 1s his way co maintain it, Is 
not only different from bur centrary unto the precept of Chrilt , and the practiſe of 
Chriltians that f1:{t truſted in him. 

The firit propotition is undeniable, and the ſecond will eahily appear to be true. 
if your order, and that way by which you feek to maintain it be brought ro ara com- 
pared with the precept of Chriſt,and his Apoſtles,and the example of thoſe churches 
that firſt ctuſted in him 3 and firit compare bur your order with either precept, Or 
preſident 3 and it will evidently appear nor only to be diftecing from, bur contrary 
unto the order of the Goſpel of Ciriſt : for according to the pieceprt of Chriſt every 
creature ro whom the Goſpel was to be preached was by the preaching thereof to be 
made a diſciple before he was to be baptiſed , and then being ſo made, ard bap- 
tizcd he was tg be taught co obſerve all things which Chriſt had commanded, which 
was in reference to a ſober, righceous, and godly converſation in the order of his 
houſe, according-to which precept was the practiſe of thoſe that firſt truſted in him, 
for they, and they only that gladly received the word of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt 
were baptized, A&s 2 and they, and all chey that were baptized were joined with- 
out the leave of the Magiſtrate and continued rogerher ſteadfaſtly in the Apoftles 
dodrine; and in fellowſhip,and breaking of bread and prayer: bnt your joining toge- 
ther not at the command of the Lord , bur by the leave of the Magiſtrate z apd your 
continuing together in imiration of the firit Churches, and appointing a miniſtery 
before your ſelves be baptized ,and fo viſibly planted into the death of Chrift as they 
were 3 and your adminiltring baptiſm (as you call it) to ſuchas are not the true ſub- 
je&s thereof before they are taughr , or made diſciples 3 and after a falſe manner, 
viz. by ſprinkling, which no way reſembles the death, burial, or reſurceRion of 
Jeſus Chiift , being that which his bapriſme is appointed to do z and your admitting 
ſome unto baptiſmfas you own it)which you refuſe to admit unto breaking Ts 
and your receiving ſuch to breaking of bread, which yet were never baptized with 
the baptiſm appointed by Jefus Chriſt the Lord 3 and your ſhutting our the exerciſe 
of the gifr of prophecy ing , which in the Church of Ckrift doth admirably tend to e* 
dification 3 and your introducing a mixt confuſed way of finging which fills the ear 
rather wich a loud ſound of words , than the heart with an) thing thar is truly edi- 
fying, all which is not only differing from , but contrary unto borh precepr , and 

prefident, and ſo cannot be the g1der of the Goſpel of Chriſt , and th-refore is no 
better than diforder , confuſion , ard a part of that which in Scripture language: is 
caller Babell. And compare that way by which you maintain ir, either with the 
. Precept of Chriſt or with the preſident of primitive Chriſtians and it will as evidently - 
B 2 | appear 
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precept of Chrift was to learn of him who was me<K and Towly » and to expect rrou- 
ble , and perſecution from others, and noc to perſecure , neither ro force the Jews 
rhat would not follow him , nor yer to fiie rhe Samarirans that would not recetve 
kim , yea he exprefſely commands his Servants to let ihe rares atone with the wieat, 
and ſuffers no ſmall inconvenience thei eby to avoid a grearer , and further declares 


'that the fervanr of the lord muſt nor ſtrive, bur be gence un:0 all men , apr to 
reach (not to ſtrike) patient, in mecknefs inftruting choſe rhar o; poſ2 rhemitlves , 


if God j eradvenruce will give them repentance to the acknowledgement ol ihe rruth 
that they may recover themſclves out 9f tie ſnare of the devil who are taken captive 
by Kim at his willz according to which precepts of Chriſt we fic ihe primitive 


' Chriſtians were meck , and gentle , and yet able by ſound dottrine both to extorr, ' 


8& convince the gainfayers, who called not for carnall weapons ro mannage their Wat - 
fare , bui declaied their weapons were mighty throngh God, and either by the word 
and a go0J converſation wonne men t0 the acknowledgement of the cruth as It 1s 1n 
feſus, or elſe lefr them wi hoat excuſe rogerher with the world, vrto the judgement 
of the great day of the Lord 3- but now all men may ſee that your way is not only dit. 
ferent from , bur contrary unto this precept ot Ch:ift and preſident of Chriſtiane, 
and therefore cannot be efteemed any better chan unciriftian , yer Anrichri, 


{1an- 


Let not your :dverſaty and mine (Dear Countrez men ) fill your hearts with ind!g* 
nation, and thoughts of revenge againſt him , who mm a faichiul d:\charge of his Con- 
ſcience both towards God , and yos , have made bold ro deal plainly win yon, 
leaſt my God to whom vengeance belongs, repay it upon you , and ſmite you with 
blindncfs of mind , and hardneſs of heart that cannot repent , but rather fer betore 
your eyes that memorable praftice , and worthy pattern of choſe noble bereans, 2ud 
(laying profics , honor and prejudice afide if ic be poflible ) peruſe my teſtimony , 
and ſearch the ſcrip-ures diligently to ſee whe:her the things contained cherein be ſo 
or noz it you find them ſo, viz. confirmed , and juſtifycd by the word of God, and 
by the teſtimony of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord , then confider , not | but the Lord from 
heaven calls upon you to break off your fins by repentance , and let me hereby give 
y ou warning to take heed that you diſpiſe not him that ſpeaketh from heaven. As 
touching the wrong and injury done tovss you having thereby much more wrong» 
ed yourtÞwn ſouls in tranſg reflivg the very law , ard light of Nations, doing as you 
world not be done unte, it is in my heatt to pitty you rather, and to petition my 
Loid in heaven not to lay this fin to your charge , than yi complain againſt you, 
or to petition your lords and vars here on earth for juſtice herein 3 no, no, we have 
berrer Jearned Chriſt than fo , having alſo given up our hearts to be led by his ſpirits 
and ro walk in his ſteps, who when he was reviſed , reviſed not again , when hc 
ſuftered, he threatned nor, b ut commirred his caſe to him thar judgerh righteouſly, 


. and who knowes but that the ſpirit of judgement , and the ſpirit of bnrning , 


hath been, or may be ere long in your hearts, whereby you may be made af- 
featedly ſenfible , that the cauſe is the ſame , or very little diftering from this. 

A poor innocent traveller pafſeth along the Countrey upon his occafions: a man 
having ſtrength in his arm findeth him , frames himſelf offended with him. for no 
cauſe he hath given him,and becauſe he cannor draw him unto his party,cither to rob, 
oT tO Kill, or to ſay amea to his praQiſes, he therefore binds him, and caſts him in. 
ro a pit, and declares himſelf reſolute there to keephim, till he hath his blood, nn- 
lels he will deliver him his purſe 3 rhe man eicher hath nota purſe about him, or a 
neart to deliver it 3 and being unwilling either to part with his blood , or that the 0- 
ther ſhould be ſo deeply guilty in raking.it from him, he meckly, and earneſtly 


thrice 


te Wound NOT ICER DY NE IL ENT OL Tis aTME,DUT HyrnNe force of tome arguments 
co Convince his undeiftanding,and conſciencegand lo ro draw him ( as a man ) to 
his party , but the itrong man delaies him,and ſo puts him off, whereupon a good 
render hearted Samaritan paſſing by ,and perceiving how the caſe ſto0d,and that 
the ſtrong man would have his purſe, or his blood withour any diſpute, being mo- 
ved with compatlion ro redeem this innocent blood from the handof the ſtrong 
man he dclivers him his own purſe,and ſo the man js releaſed. Take it not ill thatl 
have uſed ſo much plainefs of ſpeech,for my ſtudie is now to ſpeak plainly, and 
neither flatceringly nor invectively:and to uſe plain dealing with all men,a}:hough 
I verife the Proverb,and die a begger3for as 1 told ſome ot your ſelves (and thar in 
publick}I abhor difimulation,neirher can | account him a wiſe man who doth nor 
hate dillembling,or that doth love to difſemblezand therefore ſaith Solomenrebuke 
a wiſe man and he will love thee,8&c.and David the King ſaith on this wiſeglet the 
righteous (mire me; and it ſhall, be a precious balm31 know inſtruRion is grievous 
to him that is Out of the way,bat whar ſaith che wiſe man;ke that hateth inftrudi- 
on ſhall die. Coniider 1 pray what hath been ſpoken,a nd turn not away your Cye> 
nor your ear,nvor your heart from inſtraction,leaft thar which was ſaid by the pro- 
phert of ojd Ifa, 9.14,15-16. be in you verified, which ro prevent is the humble 


and earneſt requeſt nato the fathers of metcies of 


Your loving friend and 
Conutreymaz 


Jonun CLARK. 
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| Totherrue Chriſtian Reader. 


; How maiſt herein ((hriitian Reader ) ſee , and peruſe 
SA 12 a@/t:ny in this preſent evill world (which ſeems in 
Oy 4 great meſure to be ſubjeited unto devils) through 
ws /:ch thor art to piſs unto that purchaſed poſſeſſion, 
aud promiſed inhritance of the S1ints inlight, which 
"IN #5 in that better world , which ts not ſubjected nnto An 
gels, but nnto the Sozne of God himſelf ; thou maiſt herein alſy obs 
ferve, andtake notice of the hand by whow from thy heavealy father 
thou art to receive that bitter cap, which he drunk off whey he was 
here below ; for thy ſake chiefly was this treatiſe brou ht forth izto the 
pablick vi! w.. 1 hope not to diſcoura ge thee, but to Strenothen thine 
heart , that thou mghte$t not fear any of thoſe things,which thog ſh ut 
ſuffer > e:tber from 77E3 OY aevils for thy teſÞimony . that Jeſus 15 the 
(hrist (+ being that which will ſhortly appear the only prevailing, a;.d 
Iftorioiis truth 132 21 the world) . for herein (halt £42374 alfy ſee that 
wortlh7 ſaying live!y accompliſhed ; [ f ye ſafer for the ame of Chriſt 
bleſſed are ye, for the ſpirit of the Lord, aud of giory reSfeth Por 
ports, thoy hiſt 3 worthy name called on thee. My hearts deſire , nnd 
prayer te God co thy behalf, therefore 1s that thou nit en or ſuch 
p 


#+T) 
# 


c 
2 plent fi: porering ferth of tat holy ſpirit inro thine heart,tha; thereby 
thou #:4ilt te Ziabled to wa Ik worthy ot , and hav: 27 ſe 9 bright A 
beam of the Fathers glory in thy ſoul, it m2y ſo jhin? forth before the 
ſons of en, that they ſeermg thy good works may have canſe admini- 
| redo glorify 6117 farher 5 which 1s ts heaven ; It i5 not words now 
Chriſtian, (ithorgh thy were ſpoken with tongues of men and An gels) 
when thai worthy name 1s every where well ſpoken of , but {ith that 
works by I-ve , aud love by works that will diſtinguiſh 2 heady from 
a hearty Chriſtian Siy not 1# thine he: thatChrists Comands are low, 
and his appointments carnll » legal iniunttions, and at the beſt, but 
eat for babes; least hereb y thine heart be declayed to be vainly puft 
q, 12 thy caraall or fleſhly mind » and to have too low , and carnall 
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conceits of C hrift himſelf, who us the injoyner , appointer , and com 
mander thereof, andjhall ere long appear as Judge, yea leaſt hereby 
thon be declired ignorant , or at the vest forgetful of this one things 
that it is the great deſign of Godin Chriſt as to glorifie himſelf t0 ads 
mration in poor ſinful fleſh, ſo whilſt he doth it to hide pride from: | __ 
manyand therefore as he hath choſen not mary wiſe night; gor nobie 0 f a 
this world, bat the fooiſ, weak baſe, deſpiſed nothings thereof » 
ſo hath he ſuited his commands , and appointments ther2unto » and 1; 
tends through theſe fooliſh things ſo to cauſe his wiſdome to (hin? forth 
as thereby to confound the wiſe; throuth theſe weak things ſo to canſe 
hzs power to APPEXY , AS thereby Fo confornd | the tings that are 
mighty ; and through theſe baſe aiſpiſed things that are not, #0 
bring 10 nought thoſe nob!e , gloriomyaxd excellent things of the wo J{d 
that are ; 1 hou mayst herein ſee ( gentle Reader) that 7 hive racher 
choſen to bear witneſs ro thegfasth, ani order of our Lord, and to ſhow 
unto the world , but eſpecially unto thee 5what is the miad of (CDriSÞ 11 
this time of his abſence as to faith, and obedience, to ſhew [ ſay rather 
what is truth , which zs but one, thanto bear witneſs ag unit the I)» 
which,is ſo vrions , knowins that the truth once eſtabliſhed ſhall FAG 
- cover the falſhood , and light breaking forth ſhall ſcatter the darkazſe 
while(f [ lzad thee forth to ſeek him whom thy ſoul lyeth 3 and 
lonreth after , who zs alſo thy joy , and thy Crown; while I lead thee 
I ſay by the footHeps of thoſe flocks that first traſted in Chris, and 
o were fed by ſuch paStors ac:;ording to his awn heart , as he cave them, ' 
7 God forb1d that thou ſhould5t be as onethat wilt tu-n aſide by the flocks 
i of his companions , and ſhouldſt be found remaining either on the left 
[de in a viſible way of worſhip in deed but ſuch 15 was neither appoin= 
red by Ch.iſt ,mr yet prattiſed by them who firſt truſted in him , or 
oz the right in no viſible way of worſhip, or or der at all , either pretend- 
ing that the outward court u giventothe Gentiles, and the holy City 
i by them to be trod:n under foot , that the Church of Chriſt is now in 
| the wilderneſs , and the time of its recovery 1s not yet ,” or elſe pretend- 
| ing that God ts a fpirit, and ſo will in ſpirit be wornipped,and not tu ths 
Lice or that , mthis way or that. Well if thou beeſt in theſe waies miſ- 
led I can no longer forbear in tenderneſs of ſpirit > and compaſſionate EE”. 
bowels of love to ſtretch forth a helping hand thereby to try whether it 
be the good pleaſure of God at this time to drop down a word of light, 
and life, an1power into thine heart , that thou mayeſt be thereby a= 
wakned, and quickned to be ſtill ſaying within thy ſoul; Lord what wilt 
thon have me ta do ? ſo ſhalt thou hear ſuch a ſaying as this , Come 
| | Out 


r 


y 


42 Otne rcader, 


: out from among'them (Oh my people) and be ye ſeparate from thery, 
and touchno unſanRifyed thing , and I W1ll receive yeu, and be a fa- 
ther unto you, and ye ſhall be my tons , and daughters, [a:rh ihe Lord, 
God A /m:ght y,1nd a'ſo ſuch a ſaying as this,Þletled are they that do bis 

_ commands for they haye right to the cree of life,and ſhall enter in through 
>—— thole gates of pearl into thar glorious City ; Rev.22.14. and know that 
— thete are the commandiments of Feſ:es ſci, As ye haye recetyed Chriſt Fe 
{15 the Lord, fo walk ye in him ; and behold I core quickly, hold that 
taſt which thou haſt, yea hold faſt till Icome; And ſuch as may be 
#zder the Fitcr diſceprions let me intreat thee ro ponder theſe words in 
thins heaxt ſei. Tha: prophecies although maru-luus plair, and eaſy 
19 be under3tood, cammt warrant apure Conſcienceto neglect, much leſs 
Fo eaſt of the commandments and oppointments of jeſus, neither cay 
the Spirit of Chr :$þ dirett or incourag? the hear: of a Chriſtian to ca5t 
aff his lordhip; no, nogthe Sþirit of Chriſe is hereby ditineailhed from 
. that of Antichriſfy, inthat he ſn4ll unjainzaly confeſs that Fijus is the 
x hrisf , 4nd that this Christ Jeſus is come 14 the fleſh, and when Le 
z5 come arcordin? topromile into the hexrt of aChi1ijtian, he (val xot 
Speak of himſelf, but as a meſſenger his office is io gleryfie Chriſt by ta- 
king of him, andh: , nd [Pewing it umio , yea writn it in the heart 
of a Chriſtian, ſs that 1 axre boldly ſay, there 75 none for the exel:ation 
of ChriStFeſ[1s the lord according to hys Li5t will an4test.1ment, and for 
the nouriſhing a lively hope inthe heart of aC Lr:ſt:an concerning his glo- | 
riourretur? ,T ſay there zs none to that holy ſpirit of proniiſe,who being 
al'o the Spirit of truth, ſhall guide the ſou!s of the Saints ro wor hip the 
father, as u Firit, ſo likewiſe in truth; and therfore that Sþirit that 
= | Speaks of him<lf, and i5 ſo far fromeaking of C briſts to exalt, and glo- 
B E .- ryfie him according as he hath foretold and his fa her intenged, that ke 
3% i ; ” takes from Christ, laies him low, and diminiſheth hs story , that ſpirit 
= | cannot be the Spirit of C hr:{for that holy Fpirit of promiſe ;' and foraſ= 
= A much is the (hirit ſpeaketh expreſly that intheſ? later dates there ſhall 
be ſeducing [virits that ſhall deceive if it were poſhible che very ele&t of 

God, whoſe imconnter will not be ſo much with fleſh 19d blood but with 

wick?d (Þirirs in hiob placesglet me therfore exho7t thee in the words of 

that belov:d diſciple of Chriſt; beleive not every ſpirit, bur try the ſpitirs, 
and that by rhis rule, whether they be of God orno, brins them to the 
wholſome words of the boly Apo$tles, Prophe: r, aad ſon of God ; ye exre 
$ [atth Chriſ®) not knowing the ſcriptures, and the power of God , /et it 
 bhethreare (C hritian)th-rfore 10 ſeerch ths Scy:i pinres, and therein to 

w.1it for the pow:r an1 glory of the Ffirit of God. And look to thy ſpirir 


for 


i dR, Eonudtudut cri dedet Shea abort enact oo Crag noo IRR ao eo oo ee ar ee OT ng PS 
meaſure poſſeſſed the boqves of wen, chat by his caſting thens ont, his 
, power in fleſh might appear ; So before bus coming again in glory I have 
| grounds 10 expect that the minds o ſpirits of men ſhall be ſtrongly poj= 
ſ#ſſed,; and that as thus fundamental concluſion, T han art Jeſ1s the ſon 
of the living Gods jhll be improved to the utmoſt by the haly Spirit of | " 
Chriſt in the hearts and lives of the ſons and daughters of Ga ſo (all | | | 
the ſame concluſ;-r be improved is the utmoZt by way of a bewitching \ 
deception in the hearts an1 lives of the ſons of men "4 the fpirit of An- 
richrift, which myſtery being brought to the height,then ſhall Chriſt | 
Jeſus conſun: him with the ſpirit of his mouth , and ſhall deftroy him | —j 
with the brighim:(s of his coming. Therfore(Chr:ſtia') ſtand thow up- | 
o# thy waich, and know, that if Chriſt be formed in theeythou canst not 
bat be tyaniformed by him, aud the beſt form that thau canſt be found 
in whan thy Lord ſhall appear, will be inthat form, aud ſo doing, as he 
hath appointed, walking wiſely and in peace toward all men. C onfuder 
what hath been Foken to thee, and th: Godof truth and peace grve 
thee ta underitand and do his will ; which is the conftant and earneſt 


| 
ſupplication and prayer of 
F : thine tn Chriſt Jeſs £0 
j 
| 
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A brief diſcourſe touching N2w England, as ts the matter in hand, ayd - "IN 
rothat part of it, {ci, Rode Iland, where my refidence ts, tagether 
with the occaſion of my g ng out with others from the Mathatuſets 
Bay, and the many providemiall accurrewces that direfted us there- 
to, and pitched us thereon. | 


As alſo the Contents of the whole Treatiſe. 


N Ew England isa name ( as is generally knewn ) that was, and , 
z \ ill is, call'd upon that place in reference to Old; yet not fo much 
becaule it is peopled, and planted from thence; for ſo are many other | 

Plantations of the Engliſh in thoſe Weſtern parts ; but becauſe it reſem« 0 


bles the ſame, as the daughter the mother, Irreſembles it in the climate, 

in the times and ſeaſons of the year, in the fruits whichthe land natural- 

ly produceth, in the fouls, and the that axe there in — 
2 ; - reſembles 
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relembles it in their policicall affairs; for their governments, laws, Courts, 
Officers, are ina great mealure the ſame, and lo axe the names of their 
towns,& Counties; and in point of good husbandrygthat w ® is railed ai.d 


produced in New Ezg114, more tubſtantiall, ai.d whether it be for food 


or raiment It is the ſame with thac which 1s here produced in Old. Ir is a 
place (in the largeſt accepration)chat contains i7 it a] the Plantations of 
the Enoliſh upon that coaſt of «America that lie berwcen the Datch 


| Plantation on the Weſt, andthe Frenc/ on the Ext; and extends i: 


ſelf upon the Sea coaſt above one hucdred Jexgues. Jn it is contained 
the four Colonies, which call themitelyes te united Colonies. Tie 
Colony called by the name of the Prov:nce of Providence Pl tations , 
lying on the South & Souch-Eaſt thereof, and two or three more lving on 
the Eaſt cr North-Ealt,in 4 gamenticus, Saco, Caſio-Bay, & Pema mid, 
where is that treaſtre of A74/#- for Ships, The names of the united Co- 
lonies are theſe , in point of precedeacy firſt 17uharu/ers , &c. 
but in point of antiquity firſt P:y--0u:h, then the Aſ-thatuſets , then 
Conecle:ot, and laſt Ouinpiuc't, The chief Towns of theſe Colonies, 
ard ſeats of their Gceyernment are theſe, Boſton of the Aſarhatuſets , 
P Iymonth of Plymouth | ereford of Conettecot, and of QOutnipinch, 
VNew- H v2. 
Now as thename New £xgl:24 in the largeſt and trueſt acceptation 

extends to all the Plantations of che Engliſh becween the Frexch and the 
Dutch, fo ina ſcanty and improper acceptance of the word ( eſpecial- 
ly when it makes for adyantage ) it 1s taken for theſe four united Colo- 
nies, by reaſon of the precedency they haye of others , and for the ſame 
cauſe, and upon the point as well, ic may be taken for the M:tharuſers 
and the Town of Boſton therein, Whea I ſpeak of New England, un- 
derſtand it of that part which hath . got the precedency ( by reaſon of 
ſhipping ) and ſtart of the reſt, ſci, rhe M::hvaſers , as bath in my E- 


- piſtle and Narrative is plain t5 be ſeen, which I haye here alſo inſerted 


for fear of miſtake. 
Ia the Colony of Providence Plantations 1n point of antiqui ty the 


Town of Prowilence is chief, but in point of precedency Rode-1land 
excels. This Iland lieth in the Nerraganſe: Bay, being 14 or 15 
miles long, and in brzadth between 4 and 5 miles at the broadeſt; Ir be- 
oanto be planted by the Ezg/i/h in the beginning of the year 39. and by 
this hand of proy:dence. In the year 37 I left my native land, and m the 

inth moneth of the ſame, TI (through mercy ) arived at Boon , I was 
no ſooner 01 ſhore, butthere appeared to me differences among them 


couching the Covenants, and in point of eyideacing 2 mans good eſtate, 
ſome 


ſome preſt hard for the Coycnant of works , 2nd for ſan&ification to 
be the firlt ard chiet evidence , others prelt as hard for the Coyenant of 
orace that was eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes, and for the ey.dence of 


the Spirit, as that which is a more cercaing conftant,, and ſatisfactory 


Witneſs, I thougat it not (trange to lee men differ about matrers of Hea- 
ven, forl expect no leis upon Earth : Bur to lee that they were not abic 
{o to bear each! with otiier In their differen under{tandings and conicien- 
ces, as in tho{: urmaſt parts of the World to live peaceably rogether, 
whe:eupon I moved the latter, for as much as the land was befcre u3 
and wide enough, wich the profer of Abr:him to Lot, and for peace 
ſake, to turn aſide tothe right hand, or to the left: The motion was 
readily accepted, and I was requeſted w*t fome others to ſeek our a place, 
which accordingly I was ready todo; aad thereupon by reaſon of the 
ſuffocating heat of the Summer before, I went to the North to be fome- 
what cooler, but the Winter following proved fo cold, that we were for- 
ced in the Spring co make towards the South; ſo haying ſought the Lord 
tor direction, we all aged that while our veſſell was paſſing about a- 
large and dangerous C ape, We would crols oyer by laad, having Lo9zg 
Hind and Delaware-Bay in oureic for the place of our refidence; ſo to a 
town Called Providence We cam?, Which was begun by one M. Roger 
Williams ( who for matter of confcience had not long before been 


exiled from the former juriſdiftion ) by whom we were courteouſly 


and Og received, and with whom we adyiſed about our deſign; he 


readily prefenred wo places before us in the ſame Naragazſets Bay, 


the one up>n the main called Sow-wames, the other called then Ac- 
quedn?c% y now Kkode-/lind , weenquired whether they would fall in 
any other Patent, for our reſolution was to 0 out of them all, he told 


us ( to be brief) that the way to know that, was to have recourſe unto- 


Plymouth, to our Veſſel] as yet not. being come about , and we thus 


blockt up, the company determined to fend to P/ymonth, and pitcht 


upon two others together with my ſelf, requeſting all» M. williams to 
o0 to Plymonth to know how the caſe ſtood, fo we did; and the Ma- 


oiſtrates taereof yery lovingly gave us a meeting; I then informed chem of 
the cauſe of our coming unto them, and deſired them in a word of truch 
and faithfulnels to inform us whether S#:y-wame: were within their Pa- 
tent, for we were now on the wing, and were reſolved through the help 
of Chriſt, to ger cleer of all,'and be of our ſelyes, and provided our way 


were Cleer b:fore us, it were all one for us to oo further off, as to remain 
neer 
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neer ac hand; their anſwer was, that Sow-wame; was the garden of their 
Parent, and che flour in the garden then I told them we could nor dr- 
frre ic; bur requeſted further in tie like word of truth and faichtulneBs to 
be 1aformed, whether they laid claim to the llands 12 che Naraganfet 
by, ard that ia particular called Acquedzech ? they all with a cheer= 
full countenance made us this antwer, it was in their coughs ro have 
adviſed us thereto, ard if the proyident hand of | God ſhould pitch us 
thereon they ſhould look upon us as free, and as lovi, g neighbours and 
friends ſhould be affiftant unto us upon the m-in, &c. So we humbly 
thanked chem, and returned with that anſwer ; $9 ir plealed the Lord, 
by movigg the hearts of the natives, even the chicfelt ticereof, to pitch us 
thereon, and by orher occur:ences of providea:e , which are too large 
here to relate; So that having bought them off co their full latisfaction, 
we haye poſſeſſed the place ever ſince; and notwithſtanding the diffterent 
underftandings and conſciences amoneſt us, without-interruption we agree 
to maintain ciyil Juſtice a2d jndgement , neither are there fuch out- 
rages committed mongſt us as in other parts of the Country are frequently 

leen. The Narrative declares 
IT. How thoſe three ftran.ers were apprebendeds impriſoned, ſens 

| ' Tenced, and for what, 
LC 2. How the motion was made for a publique difþute, often repeated 
: and promiſed, and yet difapointed. 
== 3. How two eſcaped, and the thirdwas craelly handled. 

4. How two, for taking him but bythe hand after hi« pun ſhucwt , 
were appreh-1ded , impriſoned, ant ſentenced to pay foriy ſhillizgs or 
be whipped, 

In their Teſtimony laid down in four conchihons , is cpencd and proved 

In the Firlft, 1, That Jeſs is the Chrift, | 1,c.| the Anointed 
Prieſt, Prophet , and King of Saints, 2. Thit Chriſt is al's the 
Lord of his Charch in point of reling and ordering them wi:h refþ-6 
fro the worſh:v of God. | | h 

In the Second, 1. That Baptiſm is one of the commandments of 
Chriſt, and to continne till he come. 2». that viſible Believers are the 

- woper ſuvietts thereof. 3. That they are as well to wait for the pro- 
miſeof the Spirit , as for the preſence of Christ. | 
: In the Third, Th every believe? ought to improve his talent 
both in an1 ont of the Congregation, EEE 5 
In the Fourth, That no ſervant of Feſtus hath any — from him 
to force upon others either the faith or order of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Where 
fX 2re produced 8 arguments 4 gant perſecution for caſe of Conſe zence # 


A Faithfull and True Relation of the Profecution of Obe- 
diah Holmes, John Crandall, 4:4 John Claikc, meer- 
ly for Conſcience towaris Goa, by the prixcigall Members of 
the Church , or C.mmozx-mealth of the Mathatuſets 72 
New-England, which rales over that part of the World, 
whereby is ſhewa theer arſccurteoas Entertatiment of Stran- 

 £ers, how that Spirit &y which they are led would order the 
whole world, if either brought auiider them, or ſhould come 
in antoithem : Drown forih &y ihe aforeſard Jokn Clarke, 


not ſo much to anſwer the [mportunity of Friends, as toſflop 


. the mouthes, axd /landerous reports of ſuch as are Enemtes 
to the Croſs of (brift. Let him that reaveth 1t (co, ſider, 
which Church is moſt like the Church of Chriſt ( that Price 
of Peace, that meek and gentle Lamb, that came into this 


world to ſave Mews lives, n0t to deſiroy them, ) the Perſecu- 
red, or Perſecuting. : | 


MO», 1 came to paſs that we three, by the good hand of 
72) our God, came into the <Harhatuſers Bay upon 
7 the 16 day ofthe 5th Moneth, 51.; andupon the 
19th of the ſame, upon occaſion of buſineſle, we 
Cz ZZ p came unto a Town in the ſame Bay called Liz, 
- CAJEPBYS where we lodged at a Blind-mans houſe neer two 
| | miles out of the Town., by name William Witter, 
who being baptized into Chriſt, waits, as-we alio doe, for the King- 
dom of God, and the full conſolation of the 1/-ael of God : Vpon 
the 20th day, being the firſt day of the week, not having freedom in 
our Spirits for want of a clear Cailfrom God to goe unto the Pub- 


like Aſſemblie to declare there WY was the mind, and counſell of 
= | God 


| ( 2 

God conccrning them , I judged / was a thing ſuitable to conſider 
what the couniell of God was concerning our felves ; and finding by 
ſad experience, that the hour of temptation ſpoken of was coming 
_ upon all the Worid (in a more eminent way) to try them that are 
upon the Earth, I fell upon the conſideration of that Word of Pro- 
miſe, made to thoſe that keep the Word of his Patience, which pre- 
ſent thoughts, while in Confcience towards God, and g00d will un- 
co his Saii.ts, I was imparting to my Companions in the houſe where 
I lodged, and to 4,or 5 Strangers,that came in unexpected after I had 
begun, opening, and proving what is meant by the hour of lemp- 
cation, What by the Word of his patience, and their keeping it, and 
how he that hath che Key of Dav:d ( being the Promiſer ) will keep 
thoſe that keep the word of his Patience from the hour of Temptati- 
on ; while ] ſay I was yet fpeakins, there comes into the houſe where 
we were, two Conſtables, who with their clamorous tonpues made 

an interruption in my Diicourſe, and more uncivilly difurded us, 
than the Purſivants of che old Exglih Biſhops were wont to doe: 
telling us, that they were come with Authoricy from the Magiſtrate 
ro apprehend us ; I then deſired to ſee the Authority by which they 
th:s proceeded , whereupon they plucke forth their Warrant, and. 
--one of them with a trembling band (as conſcious he might have been 
better imployed ) read it to us; The ſubſtance whereof was as 


followeth. 


® 


B: virtue hereof, you are required to go to the bouſe of William 
_JWitter, and [o1ro/carch from heuſe to houſe, for certain erroxious 
p*r/ons, being Strangers, and them to apprehend, andin ſafe cuſtody to 
keep, andio morrow merning by esght of the Clock to brirg before me, 

Robert Bridges. 


When he had rcad the Warrant, I told them, Friends, there 
ſhall not be (I truſt) the leaſt appearance of a reſiſting of that Au- 
thoricy by which you come unto us; yetl1 tel) you, thar by virtue 
hereot you are not fo ſtrictly tyed, but if you pleaſe, you may ſuffer 
us to make an end of what we have begun, fo may you be Wit- 
neſſes either to, or againſt the Fairh, and Order which we hold ; to 
which they anſwered they could not; then ſaid we, notwithſtanding 
the Warrant, or any thing therein contained, you may ; nerverthe- 
lefſe, if you are ſtreightned in reſpe&t of your underftandings aad 
conſciences in point of hearing , doe but withdraw your ens a 

ore 


fore the door, the time will not be ſong ; which when they refu- * 


ſed, wetold them, then here we are, let our Lord doe with us what 
he pleaſe: So ( although there were that profered to be bound 


body and goods for our appearance before Mr. Bridges rhe next 


morning, according to the Warrant ) they apprehended us, and 
carried us away to the Ale-houſe, or Ordinary; where after Din- 
ner one of them ſaid unto vs, Gentlemen, if you be free I will carry 
you to the aan, ; to whom was replyed, Friend, had we been 
free thereunto we had prevented all this : Nevecthelefle, we are in 


thy hand, and if thou wilt carry us to the Meeting, thither wijl we | 


goe ; to which he anſwered, then will I carry you to the Meeting. 
' To this we replyed, becauſe we perceive thou haſt not lons been im- 
ployed in this thine Office, and that may follow hereupon which 
thou expeReſt not, we will iniorm thee, That if thout forceſt us unto 
_ your Aſſembly, then ſhall we be conſtrained to declare our ſelves, 
that we cannot hold Communion with chem;theConſtable anſ.vered, 
that is nothing to me, 1 have not power to command.you to ſpeak, 
when you come there, or to be filent; to this I again replyed, 
( Friend ) know a little further ; Since we have heard the word or 
Salvation by Iefus Chriſt, we have been taught as thoſe that firſt 
truſted in Chriſt, to be obedienr unto him boch by word and deed ; 
wherfore if we be torc'd to yourMeeting,we ſhal declare our difſenc 
from you both by wora and geſture ; aiter all rhis, when he had con- 
fulted with the man ofthe houſe, he told us he would carryus to 
the Meeting, fo to their Meeting were we brought, while they were 
at their prayers and uncovered ; and at my firtt ſtepping over the 
threſhold 1 unveiled my (elf , civilly ſaluted them, turned inro the 
Seat I was appointed to,put on my hat again, and lo ſat down, ope- 
ned my Book,and fell to reading: hereupon Mr. Br:dges being troub- 
led , commanded the Conſtable to pluck off our hats, which he did, 
and where he laid mine, there l ler it lye, untill their Prayer,Singing, 
and Preaching was over ; After this I ſtood up, and uttered my ſelf in 


theſe words following ; I deſire 3s a Stranger, if I may, to propoſe 


a few things to this Congregation, hoping inthe propofall thereof 
I ſhall commend my ſelf to your Conſciences to be guided bv thac 


_ wiſdom that is from above, which being pure, is alſo peaceable, gen- . 


tle, and eaſe to be intreated, and therewith I made a ſtop, expeting, 
if the Prince of Peace had been among them, 1 thould have had a ſui- 
table aniwer of Peace from them ; but no other voice I neard, but of 
their Paſtor, as he is call'd, and their Magiſtrate; Their Paſtor an- 

w WI ,” ſ{wered 
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| —_ CC. 
ſwered by way of Query, Whether I was a Member of a Church ? 
&c. BeroreI could give an aniwer Mr. Brsages ipake , ſaying, If the 
Conprepation pleaſe to give you leave, well, if not, I ſhall require 
you ſilence, for, {aid he, we will have no Objections made againſt 
what is delivered, &c. To which I anſwered, I am not about for 
preſent tv make ObJ$ions againſt what is delivered, but as by my 
ceſture at my comifigfnto your Aﬀembly I declared my diſſent from 
you, ſo leſt that {Mould prove offenſive unto ſome whom I would 
' not offend, I wqald now by word of mouth declare the grounds, 
which aretheſe ; Kirſt, from the conſideration we are Stanpers each 
to other, and ſo Stkgngers to each others inward ſtanding with re- 
ſpect ro God, and fo cartot conjoyn and act in Faith, and what is 
not of Faith, is Sin : And in the ſecond place, 1 could not judge that 
, you are gathered together, and walk according to the viſible order 
LL, >. _ of our Lord; Which when I had declared, Mr. B-#4ges told mel 
| _ - doneand ſpoke that for which I muſt anſwer , and f5 commanded 
me lilence : when their meeting was done , the Officers carryed us 
again to the Ordinary . where being watched over that night, as 
T heeves and Robbers, we were the next mornins carried before Mr. 
Bridges, who made our Mitrim'zs , and ſent us to the Priſon at 
3 ” B2/ten, The words of the 4zrtimas are thele. To the Keeper of 
= .. | the Priſyn at Boon. 7 
= . - TJDYr wrtue hereof you are required to take into your cnſtody 
| Py bo | | from 1h: C onftable of Lin, or his Deputy, the Boates of 1ohn Clark, 
—_ Obediah Holmes, and Iohn Crandall, and them to keep, nntil 
© the next! County Court to be hild at Boſton, that they may then and 
_— there anſwer to ſuch complaints as may be all:ged againſt them, for be- 
$, _ EE”, 117 4 ben by th: Cort 'ble at a Private Meeting at Lin #pon the Lords 
_ day, exerciling amang themſelves, to Whom divers of the 1 oWn repai- 
| 1d, dj yvedw thihem, and that inthe time of Publick, exerciſe of 
1m Wo \hipf Gods as alſo for offenſively diſturbing the peace of the | 
Cong enalion at their commg into the Pabliqu? 7 eeting 34 the time 
ef Prayer in the afternoon , and for ſaying ang manifeſting that the 
 Chw ch of Lin war not Conftituted according to th: order of our Lord, + 
L for luchot-icr things as ſha! be alleged aga nſt them, concerning their 
_  ſedacing and 4; wins aſide of others afrer their erronequs judgements 
|  andor. tices, iid for ſuſp! ton of having their hands inthe re-baptie 
wing «f exe, or more among 14, as aljo for neg iefting or refuſing to give 
18 ſ«ſfpcient ſecar.ty for their appearance at the ſaid Cort ; hereof fail 
20t al Joar perid, 22+ 5.$I. "Rv; Þ YrIAZES. * 
EY e 
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We being by virtue hereof committed to priſon, upon the the 5 th. 
da! (evennight after were brought to our tryall ; in the forenoon we 
were examined, in the afternoon , withour producing either accu: 
ſer, witneſs, jury , law of God, or man, we were Sentenced 
in our examination the Governour up»5raided us with the name of 
Anabapriſts ; To whom 1 Anſwered, 1 diſown the name, I am 
neither an Anabaptiſt , nor a Pedbaptiſt , nor a Catabaptiſt; he _ oo 
told mein haſtT was all; I told hin he could not prove us to be | 
either ofthein z he ſaid, yes, you have Re-baptized ; | denyed | " 
it ſaying , I have Baptized many, but I never Re-baprized any; then - 
ſaid he, you deny the former Baptiſm , and make all our worſhip 
a nullity ; I told him he iatd it ; moreover I ſaid unco them ( tor 
therefore do | conceive I was brovght betore them to be a teſtimony 
againſt them ) |t the Teſtimony which [ hold forth be true, and ac- 
cording to the mind of (50d, which | undoubtedly affirm it is, then 
it concernes you to look fo your ſtanding Thelike to this affir- 
med the other two ; ſo after much diſcourſe we were committed a- 
gain to priſon , and in the a'ternoon towards night, we were cal- 
led forth again, and immediately after the Court was fet , my Sens 


tence was read,which was as tolloweth, 


"_ a 


The Sentence of /ohn C lark: of Road-Iand.31.5.51. 


Oraſmuch as yon Tohn Clarke, being come: rnto this Turiſdiftion as 

bant the 20th.of Inly did meet at one William Witters houſe at Lin, 
«pon the Lords day , and there did take upon you to Preach to ſorne other * 
of the Inbgbitants of the ſame Towvn, and being there tahen by the 
Conſtable , andcoming afterWvard inte the Aſſembly at Lin, did in 
diſreſpe& of the Ordinances of Gd aud his Worſhip , heep on your Hat , 


( the Paſtor besng thex 1» Prayer ) tnſamuch you would not five reVee 47% 

by ” y . : 'E; 

rence 1m valing your Hat till it was foro:d off yauy bead, tothe di- , _ | 
Prurbance of the C onpregation, and profe ſing againſt the inſtitutien of —- : | J 
 theChuich, as not being according to the Goſpell of Teſs Chriſt; Ad = 


that yor the ſaid John Clarke did upon the day following meet again at "oy 
the ſaid Witters ; and in contempt to Authority, you being then in the _ . 
c:uftody of the Law , and did there admmiſter the Sycrament of the Sy- | 
per to one excommunicate perſon, to another under admonition , and 
ro another that Was an Inhabitant of Lin, and not in fell; (hip with a- 
»y Church ; and upon your anſwer in open Coxrt , you affirmed that you 
did never Re-baptize any, yet aid acknowledge yor d;d Bapti LE ſuch As 

LE were 


Briages could eaſily turn to the Law by which we might be freed , 


f Wo TT. Yao 
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"were Baftiz'd before , andthereby aid neceſſarily deny the Papti/m 


that was before ro be Baptiſm , the Churci:cs no Churches, and alſo 
ai other Ordinances , and Miniſters, as if all were a Nullity ; Andatſo 
did in the Conrt deny the latsfullneſs of Baptizing of infants, and all 
this tends to the diſhonour of God , the deſjiſing the 1 din.inces of God 
among tis, the peace of the Churches and ſedncing the Subjets of 
rhis Commonwealth from the truth of the Goſpel of Jeſms Chriſt , and 
perverting the (Iratt waies of the Lord , therefore the Comrrt doth fine” 


Jou 20 pounds to be paid, or fufficient ſureties that the ſaid ſum (hall 
be paidoy the firſt day of the next Court of Aſſift ants , or elſe to be 


well whipt , and that you ſhall remain in Priſon till it be paid, or ſecuri= 
ty"r10cn 1 for it. 


By the Court, ENCR EASE NOFWELL, 


Atcer iny Sentence was read , the Sentence of the other two were 


likewiſe pronounced the Sentence of 0bedia> Holmes was to pay 
| by the afore!aid time 3oli. or de well whipt; and the ſentence of 


1ohn Crazaall was to pay 5 pounds or be well whipt;this being done, 
I deſired to know whether I might not ſpeak a few things to the 


Court, to which the Governour replied, your ſentence is paſt. I cold 


him that which I was to ſpeak was in reterence unto a promile that 
was made us by Mr. 6r:i4z7es when we were firſt apprehended , and 
brought betore him ; then laid the Governour ſpeak on ; When 
we were at firſt apprehenved :nd brought before Mr. Bridges ( ſaid 
I) I faid vnto him we are Strangers, and Strangers to your Laws, 
and may be tranſgreſſors of them before we are aware', we would 
therefore deſire this curteſy of you as Strangers , that you would 
ſhew us the Law by which we are tranſgreſſors : But then no other 
anſwer could we have from him than this, when you come to rhe 
Court you ſhall know the Law; now we have been before the Court 
in the forenoon upon examination, this afrernoon we have heard 
our Sentence read, yet have we not heard the Law produced 
by which we are condemned ; we therefore now deſire to fee the 
Law in which our Sentence may be read, and the rather , becauſe 
we find in the beginning of your Laws this proviſion for the ſecurity 
of your own, and we hope you are not leis regardtull of ſtrangers, 
viz. That no man ſhall be moleſted , but by a Law made by the ge- 


'nerall Court, and lawfully publiſhed ; or in dete&t of aLawin a 


particular caie « by the Word of God. Whenthis was ſpoken Mr. 


bur 


(73 


but none were able to turn to the Law of God or Man by which we 
were condemned. At length the Govggnour itept up, and told us . 


we had denyed Int: nts Baptiſm , and being fomewhat tranfported 
broke forth, and told me I had deſerved death , and faid, he would 
not have (uch traſh brought into their jurifdiftion; moreover he 
ſaid , you go up anddown, and fecretly 1nſinuate into thole that 
are weak , but you cannot maintatn it before our Miniſters , you 
may try, and diſcourſe or diſpute with them, &c. To this I had much 
to reply , but that he commanded the Iaylor to take us away ; fo the 
next morning having to fair Mc pportuntity, I made a motion to the 
Court in theſe words followihg. T- 


Tothe Honoured Court Aſſembled at Boſton, 


Hereas it pleaſed this Hononred Court yeſterday to con- 


V 


after you had paſt your Sentence upon me fort, were pleaſed to 


expreſle , 1 could nt maintain the ſame againſt your Miniſters , and 


thereupon publickly profered me a diipute with them , be pleaſed by 
theſe tew lines to underftand, I readily accept it. and therefore do 
deſire you would appoint the time when, and the perſon with whom, 
in that publick place where I was condemned , | might with free- 


dom , and without moleſtation of the Civiil Power diſpure' that 


point publicxly . where [ doubt not by the ſtrength of Chrift to make 


it good out of his laſt Will and Teſtament , unto which nothing is_ 


to be added , nor from which nothing is to be diminiſhed ; thus de- 
firing the Father of Lights to ſhine forth, and by his power to ex- 
pel the darkneſs, | remain, Your well wiſher, 

From the Priſon ths 1.6.5 1, | JobuClarke. 


- This motion if granted , I deſired tt might be ſubſcribed by their 


Secretaries hand , asan A of the fame Court by which we were 
condemned. 2 
It was preſented on the ſixth day , and after much ado vp- 
on the laſt day it was concluded it ſhould be granted , and the dil- 
putatian ſhould be upon the fifth day following , and fo by one 
of the Magiſtrates. information was given me in priſon; upon the le- 
cond day when their Elders were come together, there was no ſmall 
ſtir(as I hezrd) about the buſineſle , and afterward about the ſtating 
of the Queſtion we ſhould diſpute upon ; whereupon in the cloſure 


ot 


demn the Faith , and Order which t bold and praQiſe, and 
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ofthe day the Magiſtrates commanded the Taylor to bring me be- 
tore them into the Chamber, which when he had done, they drew 
forth the motion, and ſhewig it to me, asked me if lowned that 
paper, [ anſwered, yea, they quaried further, whether 1 was of 
rhe ſame mind touching a diſputation, I told them I had'not the 
leaſt relutancy in my mind touching the thing, provided my motion 
might be granted,and the grant ſubicribed with the Secretaries hand 


as an at of the ſame Court by which I was condemned ; they an- 


{wered that was bur reaſonable , &c. Then they demanded of me 
what the queſtion was that I would diſpute upon, whether I would 
diſpute upon the things contained in my Sentence, and maintain my 
practice, for , ſaid they, the Court Sentenced you not for your 
judgementor Conſcience, but for matter ofta&t, and practice; to 
which Ireplyed , you ſay the Court condemned me for matter of 
fat, and practice; be ito, butlI ſay that matter ef fat and'pra- 
Rice was but the manifeſtation of my judgment and conſcience ; 
and 1 make account that man is void of judgment, and conſcience, 
with reipe&t unto God, that hath not a tact, and practice ſuitable 
thereunto : and for the things contained in my Sentence , they ore 
rather collections, which the Court was pleaſed to make and draw 
'rom my words,than my words, themſelves ; nevertheleis I do not 
ſay they were unduly colleRed ; for in truth, if the Faith and order 
which I profeſs do ſtand by the word of God, then the Faith and 
order which you profeſs muſt needs fall ro the ground; and if 
the way you walk in remain, thenthe way that I walk in muſt 
vaniſh away, they cannot both ſtand rogerher; to which they ſeem 
to aſſent; therefore I told them , that if they pleaſe to grant the 
motion under the Secretaries hand, I1would draw up the Faith, and 
order, which I hold as the ſum of that 1 did deliver in open Court, 
into three or four Concluſions, which Concluſions I will ſtand by, 
and detend antill he, whom you ſhall appoint , ſhall by the word 
of God remove me from them; in caſe he ſhall remove me from 
them, then the diſputation is at an. end, but if not, then I fde- 


fire like liberty by the word of God to oppoſe the Faith, and order, 


which he and you profeſs, thereby co try whether I may be an in- 
ſtrument inthe hand of God co remove you trom the ſame; they 
told me the motion was very fair, and the way like unto a diſpu- 
tant, and thereupon concluded in my hearing, and dire&ted 
alſo their ſpeech to me, laying, becauſe the matter is weighty , 
and we deſire that what can, may be ſpoken , when the diſputation 


ſhall 
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ſhall be ; therefore would we take a longer time ; whereas therefore 


the time appointed was the next fift day , by reaton of the com- 
mencement , which will be the next week , and the meetins ot the 


Elders, we muſt defer it now untill the fift day come fortnight ; and 


ſo Itold them (to be brief ) I was their priſoner, and ſhould at- 
attend their pleaſure; ſo 1 returned with my keeper to prifon a- 


;Sain, drew up the Concluſions, which I was reſolved through the 
ſtrength of Chriſt to ſtand in defence of , and through the im- 


portunity of one of the Magiſtrates , the next morning. very early , 
I ſhewed them to him, having a promiſe1 [hould have my motion 
for a diſpute granted , under the Secretaries hand. 


The Concluſions were as followeth. 
The Teſtimony of /obz Clarke a priſoner of Teſus Chriſt at Boſton, 
in the behalf of my Lord, and ot his people, is as follow- 
eth.- | : | 


o 


1 ÞT Teſ/tifie that Ieſus of Nazareth, whom God hath raiſed from 


the dead, is made bath Lord and Chriſt ; thrs Jeſus 1 ſay 55 the 
Chriſt, 5» Eng//, the Anointed Oze, hath a name avove every 
wame ; He is the Anointed Prieſt, wore to, ' or with h1n in poinr of 
attonement; The Anointed Prophet , none to hins in point of inſtru- 
fon; The Anointed King , Whois gone unto his Father for his olo- 
rions Kingdom , and ſhall ere long return again; and that this le- 
ſus Chriſt is alſo The Lord , none to, or withhim by Way of Come 
manding and ordering ( with reſpebt 10 the worſhip of Goa) the honuſfe- 
hold of Faith, which being parchaſed with his Blood as Prieſt , in- 
ftrufted, and nouriſhed by his Sjirit as Prophet , 'do wait 12 his ap- 
pointment as he ss the Lord , #n hope of that glorious Kingdom which 


ſhall ere long appear. 


2 7 Teſtific that Baptiſm , or dipping in Water ,1s one of the Com 


. mandements if this Lord leſns Chriſt , ardthat a wiſible beileever, 


or Diſtiple of Chriſt Ieſus ( that is, one that manife(teth repentance to- 


7 


" wards God,and Faith im Teſus Chriſt ) is the only per(on that is tobe 


Baptized , or dipped With that wifible Baptiſm, or dipping of 1 ſus 
Chrift inWater , and alſo that viſible perſon that is to wath in that 
viſible order of kis Ho! ſe, and ſo to wait for his comin the ſecond 
time in the formof aLord , aid King with his gloriens Kingdom 
according to promiſe , and for bis ſending down (in the time of his ab- 


ſence ) the boly Ghoſt , or holy Spirit of Premiſe , ang all this oc 
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cording the laſt Will and Teftament of that lromy Lore , whoſe Wilt © 
$3 60 to br added tv, or taken from. 

3 1 Teftifieor Witneſs,that every (uchb believer in Chriſt 1eſmr, that 
waiterk ſer vis a-pearing, may wn porr of liberty , yen onwyht in point of 


' du11 to «mn'reve that Telemt $1: Lord bath green wnto him , and on 


the Coner «gt rom may either acke for infor mation to bimſcif ; or of he 


and com{ure of rhe whote, and onr of the Congreganon # all iimes. npon 
all eccafions , and w all plates, as far as the ju 5ſdartheon of 13s Lord race 
tends, may , yea ought to walk, as a Child of teghe , juſtifying 
w:{(d-m With his ways , and reproving folty w:th the #:fr1 wil Wa? &s 
thererf, provided allthis be ſhown out of a good converſation, as James 


(peaks wit h meekreſs of wilaom: 


4 17: flifie that no ſuch believer , or Servant of Chriſt Jeſus hath 


notwithfanding the Meſſage to the priſon , anſwer to my felt 


ary liberty, much leſs Authority , from kis Lord ,to [mite his fellow 
ſervant:, nor yet Wits oatward force , or armie of fleſh, to conftyasy , 
or reſtrain his Cenſcie:ce , no nor yet bisvutwa? ad man for Cenſcience 


ſake , or worſhip of his God , where injury :2 uct offered to the perſon , 
"name or eſtate of others , every man being ſuch as ſhall appear before 


the 1-ag ment feat cf © hrift , and wouſt five an atcomnt of himſeIf fo 
Ged, and therefore onght ro be fully perſwaded in his own mind , fo; 
what he urdertakes , becanſe he that doubteth it damned if he ear amd 


fo allo if he at , becauſe be doth not eat or att in Faith, and what ts nat 


of Faith ir $1. 


Theſe Concluſions being ſeen at leaſt by one ofthe Mapiſtrates, 
in the Chamber , promiſe by him that came for the Concluſions , 
common report abroad thata diſputation was pramed;, che Contr 
broke up , and did nothing ; and the next lecond day following , a 
Meſſenger was ſent to the priſon from the Mayiſtrate , with a releaſe 
to the keeper, which having received he ſpeedily put me forth ; The. 
words of the rejcaſe follow. — 


To the Keeper of the priſon. 
Y Virtue hereof you are toreleaſe and ſet at liberty the Body of 
1;.Tohn Clarke, and this ſhall be yowr diſcharge for (o doing. 

Grven under my hand the 11th, of the 6th. Horrh, 16571. F; 

> WILLIAM HIBBINS. 


c | To [ 


In. I 
To be brief, &c. Vnderſtanding that ſome friends had faid 


down the Money, although contrary to my Counſell, when for- _ 


merly at ſeverall times , and by feverall perſons I was moved there- 
unto, and perceiving now that the Countries expeftation (which 
was not a lictle raifed ) touching a diſputation was utterly fruſtrate, 


and being ſenſible thar it was an eaſy matter to lay the blame'on me, 


being a perſon condemned, and alſo abſent, I drew up the former 
' motion, and added thereunto theſe words following. 


V V. Hereas through the indn[gency of tender hearted friend: , 
" without my conſont , and eontrary to my judoment, the Scn- 
tence , and Condemnation of 197e Court at Boſton ( as ts reported ) 
have been fully ſatisfied ow my behalf, and thereupon a Warrant hath 
been procured by which 1! aw ſecluded the place of my impriſonment , 
by reaſon Whereof I ſte no other call foy preſert but ro my habitation, 
and to thoſe neer relations \which Goa hath given me there, yer leſt 
tbe caule ſbould hereby ſuffer , which 1 profeſs is Chriftr , 1 wood 
bereby figntfie , that if yer it (hell pleaſe the honoured Mapiftrates , 
97 Fenerali Court of this Colony ,to grant my ſormer requeſt under thcir 
Secretaries hand , 1 ſhall cheerfully smbrace it , and upon your - motion 
ſhall through the belp of God come from the 1land to attend it , and here- 
unto I have ſubſcribed my name, 
IIth. 6.51. | John Clarke. 


Both theſe the next mornings I delivered to the keeper to- deliver 
to the Magiſtrates , who were to meet at the Commencement at 


Cambridge , which being accordingly performed it was noiſed as- . 


broad the motion was granted , and the writing was in Mr.-Cor- 
tous hand , who was thereby judged to be the man , and beſt of 
all approved of by my ſelf for char fame purpoſe , he being the in- 
ventar and {uportor of that way, in theſe parts , wherein they walk , 
and thereupon I took the thing for granted, and to that purpole 
 wrot to my friends who ſent ro viſit me. in the priſon , but upon the 
fift day , a little before their Lecture at Bofox, I received a writing 
ſubſcribed with five of the Magiſtrates hands, which when 1 had 
peruſed, and ſaw that they waved the motion , and inſtead there- 
of laid two or three ſnares before me, I drew up an Anſwer to their 
Writing , being hopeleſs of a diſputation, deſired the laylor to de- 
liver it to the Magiſtrates, took my leave of my friends, and ſo de- 
parted to go towards thelland, having ten miles that night to travell. 
p | 1D 3: Here 
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Here followeth their Writing, and my Anſwer alſo: 

Mr. 7eobn C larke, 

i \ | {gy ds you have miſ-reported the Governours ſpeech 
in ſaying you were challenged to diſpure with 


ſome of our Elders , whereas it was plainly expreft, that ifyou 


would confer with any of them, they were able ro ſatisfe 
you , neither were you able to maintain your pracice to. 
them by the word of God, all which was intended for your in- 
formation, and conviction privately ; neither were you enjoyned 
ro.Wwhat you then were Counſelled unto ; nevertheleſs if you are 
forward to diſpute, and that you will move it your ſelf co the Court, 
or the Magiſtrates about Byſfox, we ii all rake order to appoint one 
who will be ready to Aniwer your motion , you keeping cloſe to the 
queſtions to be propounded by your ſelf, and a moderator ſhal be ap- 
pointed allo co attend upon that ſervice ; & whereas you defire you 
might be free in-your diſpute, keeping cloſe to the points to be 
diſputed on, without incurring damage by the Civill Juſtice , ob- 
ſerving what hath been before written , it is granted ; the day may 
be agreed if you .yeeld the premiſles. 
| .1ohx [nd:catt,Governour. 
11th, of the 6th. 165 1» T bo. Dadley, Deputy Govern. 
£ Rich. Bellingh..», 
wiliam Hibbing. 
- Encreaſe Nowel. 


My Anſwer followeth, ſuperſcribed, 
To the Honoured Governour ofthe A7atharu/ets, and the reſt of 
that Honorable Society, theſe preſent. 
wwrthy Senatirs, 
Y &-ceived a writing ſub{cribed with 5 of your hands by way of anſwer 
to a twice-repeated motion of mine before you, which was grounded as 
1 conceive ſufficiently upon the Grvernours Words in epen Court , which 
writing of yours d:th no way av{mer my expettation, nor yet that motion 
which 1 made, and Whereas ( waving that grounded motion ) you are 
"© pleaſed to intimate, That if I were forward to diſpute, aud would 
* move it my ſelf to the Court, or Magiſtrates about Boſton,y'# would 
« gYpoint one to anſwer my motion, Cc. Be pleaſed ro underftarnd,That 
although 1 am not backWard to maini ain the Faith, and Oraer of my 
Lord the King of Saints, for which 1 have been Sentexced,yet am 1 not, 
' 3n [uch a way ſc forward to diſputeor move therein, leaſt inconvenience 


' ſhould 


RR. — 
ſhowld thereby ariſe, I ſhall rather once more repeat my former motion, 
which if tt (hallpleafe the Honoured General Conrt to accept , and #1- 
der their Secretaries hand ſhall grant a free diſpute Withont | 
moleſtation or interruption, I (hall be ſo well ſatisfied therewith , that . =; 1 
what © paſt / ſhall for cet, ana upon your motion ihall attexd it - Thus © | } 
deſiring the Father of Mercies nat tolay that evill to your charge, 77 
From Priſon this oO 1 remain your Well-withers « 

I4. 6. 51, 1ohn Clarke, na 


This Anſwer with the mation for a diſpnte upon thete fair termes 
the third time repeated, ( being a thins alto'generally deſired , and . | of 
longed for )was (as T ſaid betore)by me d-livered to the Keerer, and | " i 
by him preſented to the Magiſtrat2s,and ſo to the General Court,yet 
was there no anſwer returned : what made the obſtruction conlide- 
ring the equity of the Caſe, the former conienc and orant of the Ma- 
Siſtrates,and rhe peoples earneſt deſire thereof, I know not, neither 


will I too readily conclude { leſt it ſhould favor of prejudice ) that it a 
was either an apprehenſion it would be dilpraceſull, firſt to ludge —W 
and Condemn the perſons, and afterward to have the matter exa- ly 
mined, or elſe a tear and jealouſie leſt upon the examination there- - — # 
_of by the word of God(which is a quick & powerful divider a'under .- 
of the Soul, and Spirit, and of the joynts, & marrow,and a diſcerr er | " 


of the thoughts and intents of the heart) their ſtandins(in reference 
ro the worſhip of God )ſhould appear talſe,and evill,and the way by 
wet.rhey maintayn the ſame. with a forcing of others thereto, ſhould = uy. 
appear far worſe; ſurely, the ſtanders by, and ſuch, whoſe minds are me 
diſ-engaged inthe buſineſle will aptly conclude, and not without Wo 
probable grounds, that the utmoſt they can ſay for themſelves, and _— 
to ſtop the mouth of him that 1s contrary minded, lyes inthe Sword = 
and power of the Mapiſtrate , which althongh it be a good Ordi- R 
nance of God in this pre!ent evill World, to reſtrain the oppreſfor, 'l 
and let the oppreſſed coe free, and fo approved and owned by | 
Chriſt and all true Chriſtians, incaſe of wrong and wicked kewd- | 
neſſe, as Ga/io expreſſeth ir yet was it never appointed by Chrift,(to Yr 
whom all power, not only in Earth, but alſo in Heaven, is commit- 7 , E 

| 

y 


ted, and by whom all Earthly powers are to be judged, in that day 
in which he ſhall judge the World in righteouſneſſe; I ſay it was - off 
never appointed by Chriſt)to inform and recifie the minds and con- - . = 
ſciences of men in the worſhip of God, in that great myſtery of God-_ 


lineſſe, and in thoſe myſticall matters concerning: the Kingdom. of _ - hl 
| D 3 DO . Ez Chriſt | at 
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Chriſt, thae being a matter that onely belongs to the Holy Spirit of 


Promile, and to the Sword of that Spirit, which is the Word (not ot 
man, but ) of Cod, to effe&t, much leſle to conform their outward 
man, contrary to their minds and confciences in the Worſhip ofGod; 
and therefore that Sword and Power ought to take heed how they 
meddle herein (leſt they attempt to take the place, & enter upon the 
Throne and Kingdom oi Chriſt) either to force ſuch as be conceived 
ro be true Worſhipers, to the true Worſhip, and ſervice of God, for 
it is written, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. And again, In the day of thy power thy people ſhall 
be a willing people ; n:ich lefle to force ſuch as are no Worſhipers, 
or falſe, to that Werlibip which is true, and yet much lefle to force 
falſe, to that which is falſe, or true, to that which is falſe ; and hence 
it is, that alchough the Kings of the Earth have been deceived, and 
through the righteous judgment of God have given their power to 
the Beaſt, to their own diſhonor and detriment, who have improved 
the ſame ro bear upthe Whore, and to bear down and cruih the 
Spouſe of the Lamb , fo that Ba#e/ hath for a long time rejoyced , 
and Se: hath mourned; yet when the time appointed is come, art 
the voyce of her King Sox (halldeliver her ſelf trom theDaughter of 
Babel, though all the powers of this World ſeek to withſtand itz 
neither ſhall the gates of Hell prevail againſt it : for it is written 
concerning thoſe that keep the Commandements of God, and the 
Teſtimony ot Teſus, that they overcame him ( /c*/. tliat great Red+ 


' Dragon called the Devill and Satan, who allo gave his power to the 


Beaſt, they overcame him Ifay) by the Blood of that Lamb, and 


'- by that word of their Teſtimony, and they toved not their lives unto 


the death. 

Now touching obs Cru»dall aforeſard, to whole charge they had 
alſo nothing to lay, bur his deg with vs, owning the fame Faith, 
and Order of the Gojpeli, and therefore refuſing to ſtoop to that 
likeneffe thereto, which they bad ferup ; yet as 15 ſatd, they fenten- 
ced him to pay 5 pounds dy the next Conrt of A ſiiſtants , or elſe to 


' be well whipt. Whereupontheday following he inquired of the 


Keeper, when that Court of Afliftants would be, {being reſolved not 
to chuſe his puniſhment, they being not able to make ut appear by the *' 
Law of God or Man'that he was a Tranſpreflor ſo to be puniſhed ) 
amd being by him informed that'it would be a quarrer of a yeer be- 


_ fore thattime came; and-alſo, that if he were ſoreſolved, he might 
' pntiin Bail for his appearancear the time aforeſaid, and fo depart, 


he 


| (ts) OE. 
ke forthwith pat in Bail, and ſo departed to viilt his Family , being | 
diſtant from thence threeſcore and ten miles. He was ho ſooner ar 
home, but his Spirit was unſatisfied in what he had done, in lexving 
us behind in che Priſon, though with our conſent and conniell he 


did what he did ; whereupon, feaving his Harveſt upon the ſpoyl , Ll 
within a few dayes he returned to us again, atrd tendered his p-r{on | ng 
unto the Keeper, who refuſed it, ſaying, Since your departure I per= _ "i 


ceive your Sentence is, That you ſhould nor depart the Priſon, with- 
out either paying che money, of putting in ſecurity for the payment 
of itz wheretore now either you of your Surety muſt pay it. To # 
whom Brother Crand/ replyed, you informed me otherwiſe before 4 
I went, and upon other termesI dep:rted , wherefore for my own TW > 
part | am reſolved [. will not pay it, and for my Surety he is at his ol 
| liberty, being £0 otherwiſe bound, than for my ap earance, and here 

I am, and am your Priſoner ; nevertheleſſe when I was releaſed, aud 

turned out of Priſon), and could no longet upon that account there 

remain,I counſelled him to put the macter quite out of doubt,where- | 4.9 
fore he ſaid to the Taylor, Let me know whar I ſhall cruſt to, for if Ws 
you accept me upon the tormer account, well, I ſhall willingly tarry, —— 
atd remain your Priſoner, but if not, I ſhall now repair home with 
my Friend to my Family ; ſo after the Jaylor had adviſed with rhe 
Magiſtrate, he friendly rold him, If he would promiſe to appear at 
the time appointed, he would cake his word, become his Surety, 
and he might de gone ; whereupon I beingdoubt.ull, thonph he was 
confident concerning the time(there being an other Court berween) 
deſired him to ſend us certain word to the land, when that Court of 
Aſſiſtants would be;ſo having his promiſe, wethankfully accepted his 
kindneſſe, & ſo departed : And being at home we waited for a word LS 
from the Keeper for a return, but the firſt word we heard rouchins _-.t 
chat matter,was,that the Court was paſt(which was tharCourt I tf 
peRted)& that Brother Holmes bad had his tryal by cruel ſcouryitips, 
& that thelaylor beingBrotherCrandals Surety, by reaſon of his fon- 
appearance was conſtrained to pay the money; hereupon not long aF 
ter Brother C-andad went to Boſton, and charped the faylor wich his 
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miſinformation, and neglect of his pronuſe ; and moreover declared a þ | 
that he had told him, That being Innocent, he would not make him» | +1 
ſelf a Tranſprefſor by chaſing his puniſhmenc, and therefore had 8 1 


reſolred, as he alſo knew, not to pay them a penny ; and further he Ml 
told him, that there was no neceffity he ſhould lay down the money, | "et 
it beifig dut through a miſtake, and he being but Surety , when the 
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. (16) 
Principall was preſent, and was able through the ſtrength 'of Chriſt 
ro anſwer the penalty : and thus having argued the caſe with the 
laylor, he left him without any grounds of hope to have it repaid, 
nevertheleſſe if advantage will be ſo ſtrictly taken upon the Keepers 
miſtake, neither Conſcience nor Equity will ſuffer us: (' ic appearing 
to be a meer miſtake, and no plotted thing ) not to ſuffer him to bear 
it, and thus it appears how a ſecond came off, and eſcaped a ſceurg- 
ing: Now as concerning the third, by name Oveaiah Holmes, what 
is laid to his charge this Sentence undcr their Secretaries hand 
( a Copy whereof is here under written |) will plainly»expreſle, 


The Sentence of Obeatah Holmes of Seacuch, the 31 of 

— the 5thM, 165 T1. | 

Draſmiuch as you Obediah Holmes being come into this Twriſtiftion 
F abont the 21 of the 5th 27. did met as ove William Witters honſe 
at Lin, aud did bear privatly (and at other times being an Excommunise 
cate perſon did tahe upon you to Preach aud to Baptize) upon the Lords 
day, or other dayes, and being taken then by the Conſtable, and com- 
ming afterward to the Aſſembly at Lin, aid in diſrepeft of the Orai- 


nance of God and his Worſhip keep on your hat, the Paſtor beg in Pra y- 
er, inſomuch that you weuld not give reverence inwveiling your hat, till 


it was forced «ff yoxr head to the diſturbarce of the Congregation, and 


' profefſing againſt the Inſtitation of the C kurch, as not being according 
to the Goſpel of leſus Chrift, and tht you the ſaid Obediah Holmes 


did upon the day following meet again as the ſaid William Witters, 1» 
contempt to Authority, you being then in the cu$tody of the Law, and did 
there receive the Sacrament, being Excommunicate, and that you did 
Baptize ſuch as were Baptiz:d before , and thereby aid neceſſarily de- 


' ry the Baptiſm that was before adminiſtred to be Baptiſm , the Chur- 


ches no Churches , and alſo other Ordinances , and Miniſters, as if all 


were a Nullity ; And alſo did deny the lawfullneſs of Baptizing of [= 


fants , and all this tends to the diſhonour of God , the deſpiſing the or- 
dinances of God among us, the peace of the Churches , and ſeducing 
the  SubjeFts of this Commonwealth from the truth of the Goſpel of Fe 
ſms Chriſt, andperverting the ſtrait waies of the Lord , the Conre doth 
fine you 30 pounds to be paid , or ſuſſictent ſureties that the ſaid ſum 
ſhall be paid by the firſt day of the next Conrt of Aſſiſtants , orelſe to 


be well whipt , and that you ſhall remain in Priſon till it be paid, or ſecus 


r11y given int for its | 
By the Court, ENCRE ASE. NOVELL, 
| And 


(17) 

And now becauſe his ſufferings, and the ſence which his Soul 
felt ofthe Lords Support, according to promiſe, is affeQionately fer 
forth,and commended as a token of his love ; in a Letter written 
with his own hand , and ſent unto thoſe that have obtained like 
precious faith in Lodo», or elſewhere, whereby by an experimene 
which God'hath been pleaſed to give to him, and us, they may evi- 
dently diſcern , thar leſus Chriſt is in point of tender compaſſions 
rouching tho!e that confeſs his name before the Sonnes of men , the 
ſame to day that he was yeſterday ; that as yeſterday , ſo to day ir 
may be ſaid, as the ſuffcrings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conſolas 


tion alſo aboundeth by Chriſt, ſo that they which keep the com- 
mandements of God,and Teltimony of Ieſus Chriſt, may be hereby 


incouraped to fear none of thoſe things which they ſhall ſuffer before 
they come , Nor when they look them in the face, and begin the 


incounter with them , be ſoon weary and wax faint in. their minds, 


but faithfully and hopefully expect (they ſuffering for the name of 
Chriſt, and as Chriſtians ) that che ſpirit of their Lord , and of 
olory , ſhall reſtupon them. _ The words of his Letter followeth. 


4nto the Well beloved Brethren Tohn Spilsbury , William Kiflin , 
and the reſt that in London ſtand faFt i» that Faith, endcontinue to 
walk tedfaſtly in that Order of th: GoſpellWhich: was once delivered 

unts the Santis by Ieſas Chriſt, Obediah Holms a» @»worthy wit- 

 neſs,that leſus is the Lord, and of late a Priſoner for leſus (he at 

Boſton, ſezaeth greeting. *' = 
Dearly Beloved and longed after, 


& Y hearts defire is to hear from you,and to hear that you grow 


in grace , and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour le- 


ſus Chriſt, and that your love to. him , and oneunto another, as he 
hath given commandment , aboundeth, would be the very joy 


and'great rejoycing of my Soul and Spirit; had I not been prevented 
by my beloved Brethren of Providence , who have wrot unto you, 
( wherein you have my Mind at large) and alſo by our beloved 
Brother Clarke of Roaa-lland , who may ( it God permit ) ſee you, 
and ſneak with you mouth to. mouth, I had here declared my f(alf 
in that matter, but now I forbear; And becauſe I have anexperi- 
mentall knowledge in my ſelf,that in members of the ſxme Body, 


while it ſtands in union with the head, there is a ſympathizing Fpiric, ' 


whicb paſſeth rhrough, and alſo remain in act particular, ſo.rhar 
_ one member can neither mourn nor rejoyce, but all the members are 
| reg- 


(13) 
ready to mourn or rejoyee with it ; I ſhall the rather impart vato 
you ſome dealings which 1 have had therein from the Sons of Mcn, 
and the gracious ſupports which ] have met with from the Son of 
God, my Lord, and yours, that ſo like Members you might rejoyce 
with me, and might bc encouraged by the ſame experiment of his 
render mercies, to ſear none of thoſe things which you ſhall ſuffer 
for Ieius ſake. :r pleaſed the Father of Liphr,after a ſong continuance 
of mine in death, and darknefſe, to cauſe life and immortality to be 
brought to light in my ſoul}, and alſo to cauſe me to tee that this life 
was by the death of his Son, in that hoyr, and power of darkneſſe 
ocured, which wrought in my heart a reſtleſs deſire to know what 


that Lord, who had ſo dearly bought me, would have me to do, and 
tinding that it was his laſt will ( to which none is to adde, and from 
which oone is to detra&) that they which had faith in his death 


for lite, thould yeeld 1; $a prargy to hold torth a lively conſimili- 
rude, or likeneſſe unto his death, buriall, and reſurre&tion by that 


Ordinance of Baptiſme; 1 readily yeelded thereto being by 


love conſtrained to follow thatLamb(that takes away the fins ot i be 
World )whither ſoever he goes; I had no ſooner ſeparated from 


their aſſemblies, and from Communion with them in their 'worſhip 


of God,and thus viſibly put onChriſt,being reſolved alone to attend 
upon him, and to ſubmit to his will, but immediately the adverſary 
caſt out a flood againſt us, and ſtirred up the ſpirits of men to pre- 
ſcat my ſelf and two more to *lymornrh Court, where we met with 4 
Petitions againſt our whole company to take ſome ſpeedy conrie to 


_ ſuppreſs us, one from our own Plantation with 35 hands to it,one fro 
\ the Church ( as they call it) at 7antos, one from all the Miniſters 


in our Colony,,cxcept two, if I miſtake not, and one from the Courr 
at Boſton in the Mathartuſers under their Secretaries hand ; where- 
upon the Court ſtraitly chargeth us to deſiſt, and neither to ordain 
Offisers,nor toBaptize,nor to break bread together, nor yet to meer 
upon the firſt day of the week, and having received theſe {trait char- 
ges one of the three diicovers the ſandy foundation upon which be, 
ſtood, who when the flood came,and the wind blew, fel; yet it plea« 
{ed the Father of mercies (to whom be the praiſe )to give us ſtrength 
to ſtand, & to tell them it was better to obey Gad, rather than man, 
-and ſuch was the grace of our God to us-ward,that though we were 
had from Court to Court, yet were we firmly re{olved to keep cloſe 
tothe rule and to obey the voyce of ourLord,come what will come; 


Nat long after theſe troubles I came upon occaſion of bulinefle in- 
to 
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to the Colony ofthe Hatheruſets, with two other Brethren , 4 
Brother Clark, being one of the two, can inform you , where we 
three were apprehended, carried to the priſon at Beftor, and lo to 
the Court, and were all ſentenced ; what they laid to my charge, 
you may here read in my ſentence ; Vpon the pronouncing of which 
as I went from the Bar, | expreſt my telf in theſe words; 1 bleſle 
God Iam conated worthy to ſuffer for the name of Teſus ; where- 
upon /obF Filſon (their Paſtor as they call him) ſtrook me bciore 


' the Tudgment Seat, and curſed me, !aying, The Curſe of God, or le- 


ſus goe with thee; 1o we were carried to the Priſon where not long 


| atter Iwas deprived of my two loving Friends ; at whoſe departure 


the Adverſary ſtept in, took hold on my Spirit, and troubled me 
for the ſpace of an hour, and then the Lord came in, and ſweetly re- 
leeved me, cauſing me to look to himſelf, ſo was I ſtayed, and re- 
freſhed in the thoughts of my God, and although during the time ot 
my Impriſogment, the Tempter was buſie, yer it pleaſed God ſo to 
ſtand at my right hand, that the motions were but ſudden, and fo 
vaniſhed away; and although there were that would have payd rhe 
money if I would accept it, yet I durſt not accept of deliverance in 
ſuch a way, and therefore my anſwer to them was, that although 1 
would acknowledgetheir love to a cup of cold Water, yet could I 
not thank them for their money if they ſhould pay it ; {o the Coure 
drew neer, and the night before I ſhould ſuffer according to my ſen- 
tence, it pleaſed God I reſted, and flept quietly ; in the morning ma- 

ny Friends came to viſit me, deſiring we to take the refreſhment of 
Wine, and other Comforts, but my reſolution was not to drink 
Wine, nor ſtrong drink that day untill my puniſhment were over, 
and the reaſon was, leſt in cafe I had more ſtrength, courage, and 
boldneſſe than ordinarily could be expected, the V Vorid ſhould 
either ſay he is druak with new VVine, orelſe that the comfort 
and ſtrength of the Creature hath carried him through , but my 
courſe was this : I deſired Brother John Haz:# to bear my Friends 

company, and I betook my ſelf to my Chamber, where | might 
communicate with my God,commit my ſelf to kim,and beg ſtreogth 


from him; I had no ſooner ſequeſtred my ſelf, and come into my 


Chamber, but Sathaw iets flie at me, ſaying, Remember thy (elf, thy 
birth, breeding, and friends, thy -wife, children, name, and credir 
but as this was ſudden, ſo there came in ſweetly from the Lord as 
ſudden an anſwer, *cis for my Lord, I muſt not deny him before the 
Sons of men (for that is to ſet men above him) burt'rather loſe all, 
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yea wife, children, and mine own life alſo : To this the tempter re= 
plies, Oh! butthatis the queſtion, is it for him? and for him a- 


| Jone? is it not rather for thy own, or ſome others ſake ? thou haſt fo 


profeſſed and practifed, and now art lothto deny it ; is not pride 
and ſelf ia the bottom? ſurely this temptation was ſtronp, and 


thereupon 1 made diligent ſearch after the matter, as formerly I had 


© > 


done, and after a while there was even 3s it had been a voyce from 
Heaven in my very Soul, bearing witnes with my Conſcience , that 
it was not for any mans caſe or lake in this world, that ſo I had pro- 
feſſed and Þ aRiled, bur for my Lords cafe, and ſake, and for him 
alone, whereupon my Spirit was much retreſht ; asalſo in the 
conſideration -0: theſe three Scriptures, which ſpeak on this 
wiſe, Who ſhall liy any thing to the charge of Gods Elet ? At hengh 
1 walk through the valley 2nd ſhadow of Death I will fear none evill, 
thy rid and thy ſtaff they ſpall comfort me. And he that continaeth to 
to the exd, the {ame [hail beſuved. Byt then came in the-conſiderati- 
on of the weakneſſe of the Fleſh to bear the ſtrokes of a whip, 
though the Spirit was willing, and hereupon I was cauſed to pray 
earneſtly unto the Lord, that he would be pleaſed to give me a jpirir 


of courage and boldneſt:, a tongue to ſpeak for him , and ftrength 


ſee me puniſhed, ana 1 am to ſeal with my Blood, if God give ſtrength. 


of body to ſuffer for his ſake, and not to ſhrink or yeeld to the 
ftroaks, or ſhed tears, leſt the adverſaries of the truth'ſhould there- 
npon bla'pherne, and be hardned, and the weak and feeble-hearted 
di:couraged, and for this I befought the Lord earneſtly, at length he 
ſatisfied my ſpirit, to giveup as my ſoul, ſo my body to him, and qui- 
etly to leave the whole diſpoſing of the matter to him , and ſo 1 
addreſſed my ſelfin as comely a manner as I could, having ſuch a 
Lord and Maſter to ſerve in this buſineſſe : And when I heard the 


_ voyce of my Keeper come for me, even cheerfulneſſe did come upon 


me, and wav; my Teſtament in my hand, I went along with him 
ro the place of execution ,and after common ſalutation there ſtood; 
there {tood by alſo one of the Magiſtrates, by name Mr. Ercreaſe 


" Now-ll, who tor a while kept ſilent, and ſpoke not a word, and ſo 


did ], expecting the Governours preſence, but he came not. But 
after a while Mr. 7-7owe/ bad the Executioner doe his Office, then [ 
decred to ſpeak a few words, but Mr. Nowe-l anſwered, it is not 
now a time to ſpeas, whereupon I took leave, and faid, Hey, 
Brethr:r, Fathers, and Conntrey-men, | beſeech 114 give me leave to 
ſprzak a few words, and the rather, becauſe here are many Spectators to 


that 


| and that 1 made as much Conſcience of unbuttoning 
-one button, as 1 did of paying the 3ol. inreference ;.. > of a 


ca TT 
that which I hold and praftiſe inveference to the Word 'ef God, and 
the teftimony of Ieſus ; that Which I have to ſay in brief is this, Al- 
thourh I confeſſe 1 am 19 DiiÞatavt, yet ſeeing [ amtoſeal what { bold 


with my Blood, I am ready to d:fendit by the Wrrd, and to d ſpute t/ at 


print with any that (hall come forth to withſtand it. Mr. Now«'! ane 


ſwered me, now was no time to dilpute, then ſaid I, then I deſire to 


give an account ofthe Faith and Order | hojd, and this 1 deſired 
three times, but in comes Mr. Flint, and faith to the Executioner , 
Fellow, doe thine Office, for this Fellow would but make a longs 
Speech to delude the people; ſo I being reſolved to tpe..k, told 
the people ; Thar which Iam to ſuffer for, is for the Word of God; 
and teſtimony of Iefus Chriſt ; No, ſaith Mr. Nowell. it is for your 
Error, an1 going about to ſeduce the people ; to whiclt I replyed, 
not for Error, for in all the time of my Impriſonment, wherein 1 
was le't alone{my Brethren being gone) which of all your Miniſters 
in all that time came to convince me ot Error ? and whenupon the 
Governours words a motion was made for a publick diſpute,and up- 


on fair terms {o often renewed, and deſired by hundreds, what was 


the reaſ--n it was not granted ? Mr. Nowc{! told me, it was his fauk 
that went away, and would not diſpute ; but this the Writings will 
cleer at large: ſtill Mr. F/i»r calls to the man to doe his Office, ſo6 
berore, and in the time of his pulling off my cloathes I continued 
ſpeaking, telling them, That I had ſo learned, that for all Bofor l 
would not give my bodie into their hands thus to be bruiſed upon 
another account, yet upon this I would not give the hundredch 


art Of a * Wampox Peague to tree it out of their hands, 
* A 1ampon 


Pe:gue is the 


thereunto ; I told them moreover, the Lord baving ma- p.,y wich us. 
nifeſted his love towards me, in giving me repentance 


towards God, and Faith in Iejus Chriſt , and fo to be baptized in 


water by a Meſſenger of Ieſus into the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, wherein I have fellowſhip with him in his death , bu. 
rial!, and reſurreQion, I am now come to be baptized in afflictions 
by your hands, that ſo 1 may have further fellowſhip with my Lord, 
and am not aſhamed of his ſufferings, fer by his ſtripes am I healed ; 
And as the man began to lay the froaks upon my back, I faid to the 


- people, though my Fleſh ſhould fail, and my Spirit ſhould fail, yer 


God would not fail ; ſo it pleaſed the Lord to come in, and fo to fill 


my heart and tongue as a veſſel! full, and with an audible voyce 1 
EZ | brake 


(22) 

brake forth, praying unto the Lord not to fay this Sin to their 
charge, and telling the people, That now I found he did not fail me, 
and therefore now I ſhould truſt him for ever who failed me not ; 
for in truch, as the ſtroaks fell upon me, I had ſuch 3 ſpiritnall manife- 
ſtation of Gods preſence, as the like thereto I never had, nor felt, 
nor can with fleſhly tongue expreſle, and the outward pain was ſo 
removed from me, that indeed I am notable ro declare it to you, 
it was ſo eaſe to me, that I could well bear it, yea and in a manner 
feltit not, although it was grievous, as the SpeRators taid, the Man 
ſtriking with all his ſtrength( yea ſpitting on his hand three times, 
as many affirmed) with a three-coarded whip, giving me therewith 
- thirty ſtroaks ; when he had looſed me from the Poit, having joy- 
fulneſſe in my heart, and cheeriulneſſe in my countenance, as 7 
Spectators eÞbſerved, I told the Magiſtrates, you have ſtruck me as 
with Roſes; and ſaid moreover, Although the Lord hath made it 
ealie to me, yet I pray God it may not be laid to your charge. Af- 
- ter this many came to me,rejoycing to ſee the power of the Lord ma - 

nifeſted in weak fleſh; but ſinful! fleſh takes occaſion hereby to bring 
others in trouble, informs the Magiſtrates hereof, and ſo two 
more are apprehended as for contempt of authority, there 
names were /ohn Hazell, and John Spur , who came indeed and 
did ſhake me by the hand, bur did uſe no words of contempt or re- 


proach unto any ; ' no man can prove that the firſt ſpoke any thing, 


and for the ſecond, he only ſaid chus, Bleſſed be the Lord; y et theſe 
rwo for taking me by the hand, and thus ſaying atter I had received 
my puniſhment, were ſentenced to pay 40 ſhilling, or to be whipr. 
Both were reſolved againſt paying their Fine : Nevertheleſfle after 
one or two dayes impriſonment, one payed John Sprrs Fine, and he 
was releaſed, and after fix or ſeven dayes Impriſonment of Brother 
Hazell, even the day when he ſhould have ſuffered, an other payd 
his, and ſo he eſcaped, and the next day went to vilit a 
Friend abont 6 miles from Boſton , where he the ſame day fell 
ſick, and within ro dayes he ended this lije; when I was come to 
the Priſon, it pleaſed God to ſtir up the heart of an old acquaintance 

of mine, who with much tenderneſſe, like the good Samaritan, 
poured oylinto my wounds, and plaiſtered my ſores ; but there was 
preſent information given what was done, and inquiry made who 
was the Chirurgion, and it was commonly reported he ſhould be 
ſent fos, but what was done, I yet know not. Now thus it hath 


pleaſed the Father of Mercies ſo to diſpoſe of the matter, that wy 
| Bonds 
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(23) | 
Ronde & Imprifonments have been [2 hinderance to the Goſpel, for 
before my rerurn,fome ſubmitted to the Lord,and were baprized,and 
divers were put upon the wayof enquiry; And now being adviſed to 
make my e.cape hy night, becaufe ir was repurted that there were 
Warrants forth for me, I departed ; and the next day after, while I 
was on my Journey, the Conſtable came to fearch at che houſe 
where | ladged, fo 1 eſcaped their hands, and was by the good hand 


of my heavenly Father braughe home again to my neer relations , | 


my wife,and eight children,theBrethren of our Town, and Providence 
having taken pains to meer me 4 miles in the woods, where we re- 
zjoyced together in che Lord. Thus have given you as briefly as I 


can, a true relation ot things: wherefore my Brethren rejoyce with 


me inthe Lord, and giveall glory to him, for heis worthy, to whom 
be praile for eyermore,to whom I commit you, 6 put up my earneſt 
prayers for you, that by my fate experience, who have truſted in 
God, and have not been deceived, you may truſt in him pzrfe&tly : 
wherefore my dearly beloved Brethren truſt inthe Lord , and you 
ſhall not be aſhamed, nor confounded, fo I alſo reſt, 

Yours iu the bond of C harity, 4 

Obediah Holmes. 


Three things would be well minded in this relation, 1 that God 
ave me Power to conieſs his name before the Sonnes of Men. 
2 That he kept my tongue that I did not fpeak evill of men, nor 
of Authority: En. - 
That he gave ſtrength to weak Fleſh that it failed nor, 
This Tragedy being thus acted in the face of the Country , muſt 


needs awaken and rouſeup the minds, and ſpirits of many, cauſe 


fad thoughts to ariſe in their hearts, and to flow forth at their 
mouthes as-men offended, to ſee Strangers profeſſing Godlineſs , 
ſo diſcourteouſlly uied , for no Civill Tranſgreſſion , bur meerly for 
Conſcience, and that by their hands who pretended, thac Libercy of 
Conſcience was alfo the cauſe of their flight, rogether with the 0- 
ther to the hazard of their lives by hard hearted , cruell , and ſa- 
vage Barbar'a, and other miichiefs which a vaſt, and howling 
Wilderneſſe is apt to produce ; wherefore to ſtop their moucthes , 
and to lull them aſleep, the old ſubtile Serpent as his cuſtome ever 
bath been , raiſed up a cloud of diſgrace , thinking thereby to dar- 


ken the truth he profeſt , and to obicure the glory that appeared 
in 
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in his {:.fferings , giving out, that he was but an Excommunicate, 
: and ſo an accurſed perion, and that it was vehemently ſuipeRed , 

that he was notoriouſly given to that filchy luſt of uncleanneſs; 

which God will judge , and that the tame was hinted in open Court, 

and that by perſons of no mean credit; wherefore again? to reſiſt 

the adverſary who hath been a lyer from the beginning, and thereby 

a deſtroyer and murderer , and to deliver the Children of cruch 

at leaſt from his ſnare , whereby they might be taken captive at his 

will, he drewup, and ſent a letter unto the Governour of the 144- 

tharsyſcts Colony, and deſired it might be publiſhed fo that the Sons 

of Men , fo faras the lye and ſlander might ſpread , might be ac- 

quainted therewith. The Letter followeth. 


The 12 ofthe 7th. M. 51. To the Honoured 
Governour. 
Honoured Sir , F- 
Qwever you may judge of me, yet am 1 dayly waiting to ſtand 
before him who ſhall jndge quick andacad , and nov bcc 1nſe 1 am 
4 under reproach , and ſenſwre by many , and the more by reaſon of ſome 
' Words ſpoken by your ſelf, as though 1 were an evill perſon in life and. 
converſation , and although I my be acconnted as a fool, yet hear 
me a little to plead mine snnocency , and 1 hope yon will not too far cone 
demn me until you hear me ſpeak; Sir , I acknowleape only free grace, 
and that by his power alone I have been kept, and what my life and 
manner of converſation was for ſix or ſeven years While 1 Was with yaw, 
1 appeal to your ſelf, and the experiences you bave had of me , and 
ro your Elders , and to the whole Church , Who ever reproved me of 
evill? and Je recommended me to ethers, and for four years time 1 
walked with thems at Rehoboth , who al/o ſhould have reproved me if 
under Sin ; but when it pleaſed the Lord to canſe me to heaxy his voiee, 
and I ſeparated from them , which was occaſioned by an unrighteous 
Att of theirs as | judged, which was, that ſeven of the Brethren 
ſhould paſs an Att of Admonition upon a Brother without th: Conſent 
of the reſt , We being 23 in number , who might all in one hogrs ſpace, 
sf in bealth , have come together, ſo When I heard of it I Went to My, 
Newman, and told him of the evill which he | and the other fix had 
done, be told me they were the Church Repreſentative , and if 4 of they 
had done it , it had been a Church Att; when this comes tothe Con- 
gregation , Wath much adoe , be got five more to himſelf, and thenthey | 
were 13, andwe eleven, thenthey owned themſelves ro bethe Church, 
aud 


and ſo betan t1 deal with me for ſaying, they had abuſed the C huweb , 
and had took from thems their power , wherentox [ told them 1 ſhould 
' renonnce them, and not have any more felloveſhip with them, till c1- 
ther they ſaw their Sin, or I further light ; after which ctvers other 5 
to the number of ſeven, or eight fell off fram them, axd we met once 4 
week , and every firſt day, avd ſa continued for a long ſvace of time , 
Jea and the day Was krown when we intexded to be Bapriac4, and there 
were many Witneſſes obſerving our Faith,and Order , and yet not 51+ 
HMan or Woman of Mr.Newmans company that ever came to deal with 
me for evill , neither in Judgment, nor Prattice , untill a long time af- 
rer that appointment of our Lord was aiſpenced; Thas I {ſay , Wwh:n 
I had ſeparated from them , and a long time after, | nuderſtrod by their 
Meſſenger that they intended topriteed againſt me , ſ» 1 d:fired the 
meſſenger to tell me for what evill, he told me 1 ſhinld byagw When 7 
came there, ſo I ſent one of their own Brethren to tell th: m from me, 
though | ewned them not as Brethremn , Jet if any Max or Weran had 
 oxght againſt me , 1 would come 1othem, although they bad rot Actt 
with me according to asy rule ; but none came to me , nor charged me 


With axy evill ; and When npex occaſion ] came before ali the © 0107 


gation , and ſtrangers , 1 demanded for What cauſe it Was that they 
proceeded agamſt me , ſcing 1 had ſent ro them before, and no mar arcu- 
{edme; Mr. Newman tols me, it was for ven appearavce ; aud wy 
quidge of the evill in your own way , and that for my Excon,na4nication 
as yen callit , 1 amby you rendred that wicked perſon; as for the 
ſuſpitton of that moſt abominable evill of nucleauneſs, and Adultery , 
which many think I am guilty of, by reaſon of ſome perſuns [preches , 
IT deſire to bleſs my Lord , Who bath cauſed me to deny a'l uncleanneſs 
and wickedneſs , and God forbid that | ſhould take the Members of 
Chriſt, and make them the Members of an Harlot, and 1 challenge all 
. Alen and Women that dare ſtand before the judgment ſeat of the Lord, 
to come forth, and ſay if they ever heard unclcan words proceed ont of 
my month, or any unſcemly geſiure , mchleſs alion, to any in my 
life at Salem, Seacunck, or elſwhere, ea let them come forth ve- 
Fore axy to meet me in private,or fublick upon any friends requeſt 
without ihe Magiſtrates Warrant ; bet [ remember my Lora was cal- 
led Belzebub ,, and what though / be called an Adulterer, or Witch , 
er Blaſpbemer , and et ery one {aith what he pleaſerh , vet I iand ben 
fore the judgment of my L1ra,; Ana whereas 1t Was alſo »: p9"ted 
I Baptized Goedwife Bowdiſh »al:en , [ bleſs the Lord he hath trnnhe 
me to fo that Which 15 comly , and of good report , yea and ! kreow a 


1 an : 
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Fan, or Winrman mi) be droWned tn > By Cloatbes, or buryed in earth 
with thetr( [carther bur that ſhe had comtly garments from the Crown 
of her noad to the [le of ber foot , mayy betrg preſent with ber huſ- 
ani can teſtific anaif any be pleaſed toreproich me behind ms 7 back, 
and or to { eds to ay face, let them k:10% the Lorakrows bow to deli- 
Ter {N. 1n;.0C0K: , Huls 1028 I Cormmal my [: {f, Wits my prayer s for you, 
ana amy _ Yours Still a: formerly to command in all 
_ | Lawfull thi "0s 
Odediah Holmes, 


Whilſt he ( through the ſpirit o: the Lord that reſted upon him) 
bore thife bloody ftrokes with ſo cheerfull a {piric as it he felt them 
not, Givers 0 the fttanders by, bebolding, it were fo affeRed with joy, 
thir when he was looſed could not icrbear to cone to him, and to 
rake him by the hand, thereby to maniic{t their rejoycing with 

, bin, thac the Lord had fapported him; but in.ormation hereof 
| being oven to the Mapittrates, warrants were ſent forth { as ts re- 
ported tothe number of 13) wherenpoa {ome through fear were 
tain to hide chemlelves, and being ſtrangers, to haſten away, or 
chanse their habit, two of them were taken as aforeſaid , that is 
to fay Jobs Spar , and old John Hazell, aud committed to. priſon 

as the Warrant herewith declares. 


To the Keeper or his Deputy. 2 
F > YT wvirte” hereof Jou are io take into your cuſtody, and ſafe keeping 
—oþ 34 b dy of Tohn Spur for a hainous offence by h:m Commit!cd, 
hr ef not to foil, Dated th: 5the of the 7th. Month 1651. Take als 
fo into your ſafe beeping John Razell, By the Court, 
INCREASE NOFEL. 


* 7,6 Spur profeſt to me, and before many Witneſſes , that his. 
| heart was fotaken with what he ſaw and heard, that he could not 
but 60 to hin, take him by the hand, and bleſlſe the Lord who 

had been ſo preſent wich him, but to ſave mea labor his own+ 

words here tolloweth. | | 

Mr. Corron({aith he) in his Sermon 1mmediatly before the Conrt 

gave their Sentence againſt M.Clirk,Obediah Holmes and [obn Cran- 

d :{,affirmed, that denying Infants Baptiſm would overthrow all; % 

this was a capitall offence; and thereiore they were foul-murtherers; 

when therciorethe Governor M. John Inaicor came into theCourt to 
| paſs 


— | £321 ES 
paſs Sentence againſt them, he ſaid thus, you deſerve to dy , but this 
we agreed npon, that Mr.Clarke ſhall pay 20 li. Fine , and 0%edr # 
Holmes 30 li. Fine , and Fo. Cranaall 5 li. Fine , and to remain 18 
priſon untill their Fines be either payed or ſecurity given for them . 


or elſe they are all of them to be well whipped ; Vſhen Ob-azan * 


Holmes was brought forth to receive his Sentence, he deſired of 
_ the Magiſtrates , that he might hold forth the ground of his pra- 
Rice; but they refuſed to let him ſpeak, and commanded the 
whipper to do his Office ; then the whipper began to pull off bis 
Cloathes, upon which Oveaiah Hs!mes iaid , Lord lay not tins 
ſin unto their charge ; and ſothe whipper beganto lay on with his 
whip; upon which Obcaiah Holmes ſaid, O Lord 1 beſeech thee to 


maniicſt thy power inthe weakneſſe of thy Creature ; he neither | 


moving nor ſtirring at all tor the ſirokes, brake out into theſe cx- 
preſiions, Bleſſed and praiſed be the Lord , and thus he carryed it 
ro theend, and went away rejoycingly ; 1 /obn Spry being pretent, 
it did take ſuch animpreſlion in my Spirit to truſt in God, and to 
walk according to the light that God hal communicated to me, and 
not to fear what man could do unto me; that I went to the ran(be- 
ing inwardly affeted with what I ſaw and heard ) and with a 
zoyfull countenance took him by the hand when he was from 
the Poſt, and faid, praiſed be the Lord: and fo I went along 
with him to thepriſon ; and preſently that day there was informa- 
tion given to the Court what I had faid and done, and alſo a war- 
rant was preſently granted out that Gay to arcſt both my felt and 
Iohn Hazel, which was executed on the morrow morning upon us , 
and ſo we were brought ie the Court and examined; che Gover- 
nour asked me concerning Obediah Heulmes, accorcing as he was 
informed by old Mr. Cele , and Thwwas Butrolph, of my taking of 
him by the hand , and ſmiling, and I did then freely declare what 
I did, and what I faid , which was this; O%edia! Holmes, faidT, 
I do look upon as a Godly man; and do affirm that he carryed him- 
ſeltas did become a Chriſtian, under ſo ſad an aMiction ; and his 
affliction did fo affet my Soul, that I went to bim being from 
the'Poſt, and ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord , but ſaid the Goyernour 
what do you apprehend concernins the caute for which he ſuffered? 
my Anſwer. was . that ] am notable to judge of it, then ſaid the 
Governour, we will deal with you as we have dealt with kim, 1 
laid unto him again, Iamin the hands of God , then Mr. S:99»s 
a Magiſtrate faid , you 1htall know you are in the hands of Men: 
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the Governour then ſaid, keeper take him, and ſoI was preſently 


_Garried 2way to prii-n, 
A y Op 


Po 


The nex- day about one ofthe Clock I was ſent for apain into the 
Court; the Governour(being then about to go out of the Court, 
when {came tia } delivered this ſpeech ro me; ſaid he, you muſt 
pay to thi.lings or be whipped ; I faidrhento thoſe of rhe Court 


1 


_ thac remained , that ifany man ſuifer as a Chriſtian let him glorifie 
__ Godinthis be:alf then I defired ro know what Law | had broken,” 


and whatevill [ had done, but they produced no Law, only they 
produced what the two witneſſes had {worn againſt me ; my ſpeech 
thereto was tl:ts, my practice and cariage 1s alowed by the word 


_of God,yor it is written in Rom: 12, Bs ihe aff eition:d ons towards a= 
nother, PEIIIEE WA 7 them jhat rejoyce;, and it 1s contrary to my Inds- 


ment and Conſcience to pay a peny : then tatd Mr.. Bezdall, I will 
pay it for him and there preſented himſelf, I anſwered then and 
{.1d, 1 thanked him for hits love,: but did believe it was no acceptable 
ſervice, for any man to pay a peny for me in this ca'e; yet notwith- 
ſtanding the Court accepi6d of his proter, and bid me be gone, then 
caine 194 Haz:4 to be examined. | 

| Techy Spur. 


Here followeth the teſtimony of thoſe that came in againſt me. 

1 — Cole being in the Market place, When Obediah Holmes 
came frem the Whtvping Poſt , lohn Spur came and met him preſently, 
l:uThing in his fac- , ſaying , Bleſſ*d be God for thee Brother , and ſo 


did go with him , | wobing upon him up towards the priſon , Which was 


very grievors to me toſee him harden the man in his fin , and ſhewing 
much contempt of Authority by that cariage , as if hs hid been nn- 


js/Hy runiſhed, and had ſuffered as a righteous man, under a tyran- 


n:call Grvernmen: Depoſed before the Conrt the 5th. ofthe 7th. M. 
165 le Increaſe Nowell. 


1 Thomas Buttolph did ſee Tohn Spur come to Obediah Holmes , 
ſo ſon 25 he cam? from the Whirping Poſt , luughing in his. face, and 
89ing along with him towards the Priſon to my great prief to ſes him 
harden him in his ſin, aud to ſhew ſuch a contempt of Authority. Depo- 


ſed the 5th. of the 7th. Honth 165t. Before the Court. 


Increaſe Nowell. 


\ As for John Hazell, to my knowledge , although oy Rn 
ome 


% 
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ſume occaſion of buſineſs in theſe parts, yet the main buſi. 
neſs that drew him hither, was to viſit the priloner, whom 


| he art this time took by the hand, who was indeed his neer 


Neighbour ;, lived in the ſame Town together, walked tope- 
ther in the ſame fellowſhip , aad fairh ofthe Goſpell, and had their 
hearcs knit.rogether in a more than ordinary neer bond of love, and 
as a manifeſtation thereof, he underto*e ſo great a journey ( 1t be- 
ing berween fourty and fiity miles) to viſit him, he being indil- 
poſed by reaſon of his age for ſuch an undertaking ( being berween 
three and fourſcore years old ) and when he was there unteritan- 
ding it w«uld not be long before heſnould ſuffer;out of the {ame ren- 
der love, could not leave him before it was over; who alſo accom- 
panied him'from the Priſon to the Poſt, and fo back again ; now 
for him , only for taking his friend by the hand , when he had ſuffe- 
red his puniſhment, and was looled from the Poſt, to be thus hand- 
led, ſhall not rhe Nations that know not civility , that neither 
fear God nor reverence man, be aſtoniſhed at this? if this be to do 
to others as we would that others ſhould do to us, which is the 
La'v and the Prophets, the command of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
let all crue Chriſtians judge ; the Man beinp old did profeſſe, as 1 
was informed, That if they (bould have laid the ſtrokes upon him , 
they would certainly have killed him, which I know ceized not 4 
little upon him, and how far what was done had influence into his 
death, the Lord onely knowes ; tor as is before laid, the fame_day 
he went forth, he fell ſick, and within ten dayes he died ; The Lord 
orant that no part of his death may be laid to their charge, and that 
they may ſee the exceeding pgreatneſle of the evill of thirſting after 
the blood of the Innocent, before the Lord come forth to avenge ir, 
and as to that ſtory I ſha}l ſay no more, but leave the Rezder to his. 


 ownrelationwhich partly in Priſon,and partly upon his death Bed, 


as may be perceived, he wrote and left behind him , with an intent ir 
ſhould be publiſhed. The relation followeth, writ and ſubſcribed 


with his own hand, 


A Relation of my being brought before the Magftrates the 6th of the 


7th Moneth, 1 6 5 1, 


my uſe, was attached or arreſted by the Martall, by virtue of a 


Warrant trom the Court, to appear in the Courr,and there to an- 


[ Going from place to place, to buy and take up commodities for 
T3 _ \wer 


y, E *" "IS WITS 6 7 14 
> gag We If; PID ES a I OT "A 
w” SEXAE? P Wo. Wonketry — mn ep Ig PSI 
e 4 LS 1 h GL þK£*Y=2 
{ 2M 4. 4 - > 
v 


WY NET Anh c as BAY oY oo fe TRY Lf. Es & COON | eg WR War te I LORE nei GR anne ar - 
ISP \ 0 : . \ Gat vo f LO ARLINET < TUM 0. EIN Ov, FINS 
| L' , \ b vw 2 , W ſ 44,48 = > * : K "F 5 2H y SE = 
By MV, 7 MDEEE-» - 22 oo Eo, 5 SF © gt re —_ (re 
Xe s WELL L ho FE 8 . Wy $- . DK: - =: PRTNS w « ha my f = 


(30 
twer for a high miſdemeanor 12 OP by me,and coming into the 
Court(which was then privatly kept in the Chamber)they asked me 
divers queſtions, amongſt which this was one z Whether I did think 

Eaar Cb2:8:5 Hl/mes did well or not, in comming among them to 
, baprize, and adminiſter the Sacrament. laying. this to my charge, 
chat L was one with him, and of the ſame judgement, and whether I 
*d1d rhink he did well, or no, in his to carrying himſelf; ro which 1 
aniwered, 1 had here aothing to doe with that which ancther Man 
_ did, buc I was here to anſwer for what I my ſelf had committed a- 
g31!1/i their Law ; then taid they,you have offended our Law, and 
baye contemned Authority , for you took him by the hand, and 
d:d countenance him in his ſin, ſo woy as he was gone from the, 
Pole, to which I ſaid, IfT have broken any Law of the place, . by 
what 1 then did, I am willing to ſubmit unto punill:ment ; yea ſaid 
the Govyernour,you took him by the hand, did you not ? and ſpake 
to him, what ſaid you? did you not lay fo and ſo? Bleſſed be God, 
&c. Io which 1 faid, I ſhall reter my telfunto the teſtimonies thac 
may or can be drovzit againſt me ; well, ſaid the Governour, wee 
{hail tind Tefrtmony enough againſt you ; take him to you Keeper, 
and we will call you forth in puvlick. for that we doe with you we 
will proceed in publick with you, and (o I went to Priſon. I his was 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the firſt time [| was called before them ; the 
nextday beins the laſt Cay of the week ,, and the laſt day of their 
Court, 1 was in expectation all che forenoon to be called torth, but 
was not, fo after dinner, when (as it appeareth ) the Court was ri- 
ſen, and ſome of the Magiitrates departed, I was ſent for again into 
the Chamber, where was the Governor with chree others , /c:l. Mr. 
B:Cdingham, Mr. H:bb;ns, and Mr. Encreaſe Nowell, as ſoon asI was 
come into the room, the Governour read my Sentence , which was, 
that I muſt pay 40 ſh. or be well wlypt,and fo immediately he depat= 
red, and when he was gone (for Icould not have time betore) I an- 
ſwered, that [ deſired the privilege of an Engliſh Subj<Q, which was 
to be tryed by the Country, to wit, a Jury, and to be made to appear 
(if they can) to be a Tranſgreſſor by a Law: To which they faid, 1 
had contemned Authority, and they had a Law to punifh ſuch, and 
faid they, you did ſhew your contempt of Authority in that you did 
take ſuch a perſon by the hand, as ſoon as he was from the Poſt. To 
which I antwered, I could not doe that which Idid in contempt to 
Authority, ſeeing he had ſatisfied the Law to the {ull, and was de- 
parted from the place of iuffering ; and 1n tl.e next place' wr 
_ 


- 
did, I did unto him as my Friend ; And farther I ſ4id_ if T had tas 
ken him by the hand ſo ſoon as he was looſed from the Poſt, and 
had led him out of the I own, 1 ſaould not have broken any Liw 
either of God or Mau. To tuis thiey ſaid, That there was a Law in 
all Courts of Juſtice, bath in Old Znglant. and other Countreyes, 

to puniſh contempr of Authority, and fo had they ſuch a Law a- 
mong themſelves; To which 1 141d, Thatin Old Enpl:n4 , and in 
other. places they had fuch a Law tdenyed not, bur that Law 
alſo was both Enacted and publifhed, but what Law have I broken 
in taking my Friend by the Land, when he was free, and had fatis- 
fed the Law 2 To tins they replied, Thathe had nor ſatisfied the 
Keeper ; To this Ianſwered, Thar he had talked with his Keeper, 
and there was ſome Agreement between them, and fo in that {ence 
allo not under the Law,but :ree; I hen faid they, if you would hx ve 
ſhewed kindneſſe unto yourFriend,you might have forbora in that 
place, and done it more privately ; To whic(® anſwered, | knew 
not but that place was as tree as another,” he having ſatisfied the 
Law. The Teſtimony that was given by Mr. Cole was this , /-7. 
1 ſaw lofin Hazell taze Obediah Holmes &y the hand, bt wit h- 
ſaid 7 car70t tell ; this is the Subitance of all the proceedings untill 
the laſt day at night, and then they ſaid I ſhou!d be whipped , bur 
faid ſome of their Officers, the Whipper cannot be found, then tizey 
commanded that they ſhould be ready by the ſecond day morning, 


and then I did expect to be called forth, but neither thac day, nor 


| the third, nor fourth, was 1 called, but am as 1 underſtand referved 
unto the 5th day, to be more publick 1a the view of the World, and 
 whenthe 5th day came, as I had many betore , fo alſo then, thac 

would have paid the Fine, if I would give my conſent, which I de- 


red to doe,and fo ſet my ielt by the power of Chriſt to ſuffzr what 


ſhould be inflited upon me, but when Noon camel was told | 
ſhould not ſuffer whipping, yer not having a dif. harge, 1 did not 
look to be freed untill the Keeper told me, I might goe abut my 
buſineſle ; then I demanded a diſcharge ( meaning under the Na- 
oiltrates hands) ſo he bad me goe, he would diſcharce 
nes 
The ſtrokes I was enjoyned:-by the Court to have, were 10 with 
a three-corded whip, the very ſame number T underſtand, thar the 
worſt Malefacors that were there puniſhed had, of which ſome 
. were guilty of common Whoredom, other of forcing a litcle Child, 
and one [ndian for coyning of money ; thus tar have you a relati. 
On 


z 


_ (33) 
on according to my beſt remembrance fromt he firſt to the la,of all 
- the paſſages concerning this matter ; By me John Haz, written 
with mine own hand in Box Priſon, the 13 day ofthe 7th :no- 
neth, 1651- 
A Pa ccri:t, SinceT wrot, I underſtand there is a report that I 
wis willing to pay my Fine, and that the Mapiſtrates would not 
accept © 1c without 1 were willing, Gentle Reader, be pleaſed to 
inde: ftand that this 1s falle, tor it was without my conſent or ap- 
probation ; And iurther underſtand, That the Fine was taken by 
them, upon the proter 0: Mr. B--dzll for /ohn Sour, it was willing- 
ly accepted by the Magiſtrates, and approved of, although /o»» 
Ser did to their iaces contradict ir, and oppoſe it; therefore good 
Reader beleeve not ſuch reports. — 
By me /obn Haz:! 


Now of what hatg@>cen ſpoken1n this Narrative ( Reader ) this 
is the ſum. Eo 
I : Hou maiſt underſtand that the next morning after we three, 

$ being ſtrangers,were come to our irtends houſe at Lin where 
we lodged ( it being two miles out of the rown ) we were perſu- 
ed and allo apprehended by the Conſtables under the name of er- 
ronious perions being ſtrangers, and by that power were caried 
(after a tull and clear maniteſtation of our unjreeneſs) unto their 
Aſembly , then to Priſon, and aiter a wile were alſo broughe 
before their Indgmeat ſeat ; in which rwo Aſſemblies, to which we 
were forced , they drew forth matter enough as they conceived to 
\ make us tranſgreſlors, & thereupon proceeded to ſentence us with= 
out producing either Accuſer, Witneſs, Iury, Law of God, or 
man , whereby either we mighr appear to be guilty , or they to > 
juſt and juſtified in their proceedings againſt us. 

2 Aiter we were thus perſued, and apprehended under the name 
of erronious perſons and ſtrangers , and dy their Court condem- 
ned and ſentenced as Rerericks or ſciſmaticks, a motion being mage 
by their Governour touching a diſcourie with their Miniſters , was 
readily accepted by us, and often repeated, and as often promiſed 
by them , but yet could not be obtained,as is here at large to be 
ſeen. 7 $1, 

3 Although through the mercifull hand of our God upon us, we 
had wronged no man, corrupted no man, defrauded no man , as 
he, together with our Conſciences, then did , and ſtill ro this day, 


do 


(33) 


do bear us witneſs yet beſides the exceeding great loſs and detri- 
ment otherwiſe ſuſtained, we had all no doubt met with as cruell 
Scourgings as his faithfull ſervants of old, had not the provident 
hand of our God ſo diipoſed the hearts of ſome of vur friends to 
lay down our ranſome, by which two did eſcape ; and this did evi- 
dently appear inthe chird who came under their zealous, yet mer- 
cileſs hands, and received from them $50 ſtripes above the reſtraint 
ofthe lews, as writers report, yea and ſuch entertainment no 
doubt ſhould ſtrangers or Angels from Heaven, yea Chriſt Ieſus 
himſelf have received at their hands, if they could eff:& it, in caſe 
they ſhould have come among them, and not ſubmitted, (as it is not | 
poſlible they thould ) unto that golgen, and g'orious Imape oc | NY 
likeneſs of the worſhip and way of God appointed by Chritt which 
rhey bave ſet up. ee LE _” y 
4 When this faichfull Martyr and Witneſs, that Chriſt is the E. 
Lord, bad born this fourſcore and ten ſtripes cruelly laid on, not " = 0 
only with a patient mind , but with an exceeding preat joy of the 
holy ſpirit, as the ſpectators could not but diſcern, and was loo» 
ſed trom the Poſt, and was going to Priſon again, ſome being in- 
wardly moved with joy in behoſding the gracious ſupport which 
the Lord afforded him { as they have affirmed ) could not orbear 
to take him by the hand, for which thing ſake two of them were 
apprehended & ſentenced to pay each ofthem 40s or els be whipt. 
Let theARors themſelves,and all thac p-ruſe their practice for cau- 
tions ſake conſider , whether the ſpirit by which they are led chus © 
to aR, be not very like unto, tf not the ſame which is ſeen, Revel. - 0 
i 3. Afting the ſecond B:aſt rhat & ale wp ont of the Eurih which had _ 
two herncs libe a Limb , yet ſpake lik- a Tiragon, and exerciſ:d all 
the power of the firſt Beaſt that was b fore him, cauſ-a « lively Imace 
fo be made wtoh my, ani forced the Earth andthem that dw. 1. herc- 
in, both ſmall and great, rich and poor, free ana bond, to Worſhip his Is 
mage , andthat xo man might b:1y , or ſell, ſave he, that had the : 
marhe , or the name , or the numbey of bis 14am-, Here is Wiſ- 
dom ! and let ſuch as deſire from their hearts to live Godly in 
Chriſt leſus, and do as really expeR to ſuffer with Chriſt in this , " 
reſent evill World , as they do to reign with him in that good | | t 
'» World which yetist9 come, let ſuch Ifay conſider, and bear fi! f. 
in mind theſe expreſſions, Revel. 13. 10. He that l:adeth int, Cu - | 
tivity ſhall go into C aptivity , he that killeth With the Sword myſt be - t 
killed with the Sword; here 1s _ patience ard faithof the S txts. = 
Be Rey. 


(34) 
Rev: 12+ 11» 474 they overcame him by the blond of the Lamb, 


ard by the Word of their Teftimony, and they loved not their lives unto 
the acath. | Fw : 

Rev. 6.9,10, 11. 1ſawwnd:r the Altar the Souls of theys that 
Were ſlain for the word of God , and for the teſtimi11y which they bel, 
And they cryed w th a loud voice ſaying , how long holy and frue wilt 
ther wot jriage and averge our bliod on them that dweld cn the Earth 
CC 

Rev. 20. 4. «-*#d 1 ſaw the Sculs of them that were b:h:aded for 
the Witzeſs of leſs, and for the Ward of Ged, and which had not 
Werſhiped the Beaſt, neith-r his Image, neither had received the 
marhe u'on theey foreh:ad s'; ar in their hands, and they lived and 
reagn'd with Chr:ſt a th rſan# yer 5. ” 

And now {oraſmuch as it was boldly affirmed by a Solicitor for 

New- England, and that in the Councell Chamber before that ho- 
nourable Committee there aſſembled in Councell , thac men in 
New-England might freely inj>y thetr underſtandinge, and Con- 
ſciences, provided they walk civilly among them, and rhat they that 
ſuffered of late , did not ſuffer for their Conſciences bur for ſome 
miſdemeanor, thereby endeavouring to poſſeſs thoſe noble breſts 
with that which is falſe ; therefore think it neceſſary ( both for 
the Vindication of truth, and to the end that tuch worthy perſons 
may not be taken with, or deceived by ſuch unworthy reports, ſo 
as to be drawn to countenance perions that walk ina way that they 
are aſhamed in plain and open terms to profeſs, and acknowledpe, 
for theſe ends I fay I think it neceſſary to produce their Laws, at 
leaſt ſuch as ſpeak to the matter in queſtion, whereby 'theſe two 
rhings will plainly appear. 
1 That they thac will not, or elfe in Conſcience - towards 
God cannot conform to their worſhip, or ſuſpend the wor- 
ſhip of: God as their Souls are- perſwaded, are by the au- 
thority of their Laws to be forced to the one, and reſtrained from 
the other , and thar the Magiſtrate is thereby not only juſtified in, 
bur alſo injoyned unto, ſuch a proceeding againſt them , although 
the men otherwiſe walk not only as civilly or ſoberly as themlelves, 
bart alſo righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent evill World, and 
are ſuch indecd acare a Law to themſclves. 

2 Although they have Laws thus to proceed to force all to their 

- worſhip.& to reſtrain thoſe that differ from:them, from that wor- 
ſhip to which their Souls are perſwaded, yet in our caſe they moe 
0 


(35) 


ſo far tranſported with zeal , that, what they did unto tis, they did 
withour Law, yea againſt thoſe Cautions which their own Laws - 


have provided. 


EE ee. 
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Certain Lawes eftabliſhed in the Colony of the M:thatulſe's 77: 
New-England, and draws forih(%y conſtraint )to prove that the Au- 
thority there « tabliſhed camo permit men, thong h of never ſo 051111, 
ſober , and peaceable a Spirit and Life fi cely to enjoy their under- 
ſtandings and conſcierces nor yet to live; vr come among hem, anleſſe 
they can doe as they doe, an ſry as they ſuy or elfe {ay nothing, aud ſe 
may a man live at Rome a//o. 


That no mans life ſhall be caken away; no mans hounour or g90d 

name ſhall be ſtayned; no 11ans perion ſhall be arreſted, reitraing 
ed,baniſhed.diſmembred nor any wayes puniſhed; no man ſhall be 
deprived of his wife or children, no mans goods or eſtates ſhall be 


Ir is ordered by this Court, and the Autnority thereof, 


taken away from him; nor any wayes indamaged under colour of 


Law or countenance of Authoritie, unlefle it be by vercue,or equity 
of ſome cxpreſle Law of the Country warrantins the ſame, eſtabli- 
ſhed by a General Court and ſufficiently publiſhed; or in caſe of the 
defe&t of a Law 1n any particular caſe,by the word of God. 4nd in 
capitall caſes, or in caſes concerning diſmembring, or baniſhment, 
according to that word to be judged by the General Court, ſee p. 1, 
. F +4 the [up>reſſing of Anabapti/*s, 

It is ordered by this Court and Authority thereof, that if any per- 
| ſon or perſons within this {yrifdiction ſhall either openly condemn 
- oroppole the baptizing of Infants,or goe aboutſecretly to ſeduce 0- 


thers from che approbation cr uſe thereof, or ſhall purpoſely depart. 


the Congresa: ion at the adminiſtration of that Ordinance; or ſhall 
deny the Ordinance of Magiſtracy, or their lawfull right or zu; he» 
ricy to make war,or puniſh the ontward breaches of the fiift Table, 
and ſhall appear & the Court wilfully and obſtinarcly to continue 
therein, afrer due means of conviction, every ſuch perton or perf uns 
ſhall be {enrenced ro Bantfhmenr. | {ce pap. 2. 
Avas:ft Bla Spremy, be:ng a capital ->anſor o[5190. ” 


Itis ordered, thar tf any perſon within this Lluriidition, whe: hers 


Chriſtian or Pagan, ſhall wittingly an willingly prefume ro BLAS- 
PHEME the boly Name of God, Father,Son, or Hofy-Ghuſt,wich 
G3 'CireRt 
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=_—_ A3CFE) ET 
=—_ _ direR,expreſſe,preſumptuous,or high-handed blaſphemy, either by 
= |  wiltull or obſtinate denying the true God, or his Creation, or Go- 


—M yernment of the world : or ſhall curſe God in like manner, or re- 
_— proach the holy Religion of God, as if it were but a politick de- 
=. vice to keep ignorant men in awe ; or ſhall utter any other kind of 
y Blitphemy ot the like nature and depree, they ſhall be put co 
_ Mo death. Lv. 24. 15,16. Seep.5. © 
3 > Tt oratle morey fo” Publick charges 11 Chearch axd ComminWealh, 
= Ic is ordered by this Corrt, and the Authority thereof that every 
Inhabitan: ſhal hence!orch contribute to all charges both inChurch 
& Comonwealth whereot he doth or may receive benefit : and eve- 
ry ſuch Inhabitant who ſhal not voluntarily contribute proportio- 
nably to his ability with tieFreemen of the ſameTown toali comon 
charges, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, {i:all be compelled thereto by 
aſſeſſment and dillrefs ty be levyed by the Conſtable or other Offi- 
cer of the, Town as in other caſes : and that the lands and eſtates of 
All men {wherever they dwell) ſhall be rated for all Town charges 
Ew Civil and Ecclefiaſtial as aforeſaid, where the lands and eſtates 
all lye : cheir perſons where they dwell. See p. 9. 
7 Lawes Eccleftaſticall. 

1 Ajlthe people of God within this Juriſdition , who are not 
ina Church way, and be orthodox in judgement, and not {canda- 
lous in life, ſhall have full liderty to gather themſelves into aChurch 
eſtate, provided they doe it in a Chriſtian way, with due objervati- 
on to the rules of Chriſt revealed in his word. Provided alſo that 
the General Court doth not, nor will hereafter approve of any ſuch 
companies of men as ſhall joyn in any pretended way of Church 
fellowſhip, unleſs they ſhall acquaint che Magiſtrates and the El- 
ders of the neighbour Churches where they intend ro joyn, and 
h:ve their approbation therein. | 


_— 2 And it is further ordered, that no perion being a member of any 
Bs = Church which ſhall be gathered without the approbation of the 
= | Magiſtrates and the ſaid Churches, ſhall be admitted to the Free- 
= | | dom of this Common- wealth. 5 


3 Every Churcli hath al.o free liberty to excerciſe all the Ordi- 
nances of God according to the rules of the Scrip ure. 
4 Every Church hath tree liberty of eletion and ordination of 

ajl her Officers from time to time. Provided they be able, pious and 
" orthodox. Now the queſtion is who ſhall judge of theſe words of 
reſtraint, Chriſtian way, rules ot the Scripture, word of God, able 


and erthodox. That 


© OG 
13 That if any Chriſtian (ſo called) within this TuriidiQtion ſhall 
contemptuouſly behave himſelf toward the Word preached, or the 
Meſſengers thereof called to di{penſe the ſame in any Conpregati- 


on;when he doth faithfully execute his Service 8 Office therein, ac- 
cording tothe will and word of God either by interrupting bim in - 
his preaching, or by charging him falſely with any errour which he 


hatii nor taught inthe open face of the Church : or like a ſon of Ko- 
rh calt upon his true doctrine or himſel: any reproach to the dil- 
honour of the Lord Ieſus who harh ſent him, and to the difſparage- 
ment of that his holy Ordinance,and making Gods wayes contenip- 
tible and ridiculous : that every ſuch perſon or perſons ( whatſoc- 
ver cenſure the Ch.rcÞh may paſſe) ſhall for the firſt ſcandal be con- 
vented and reproved openly by the Magiſtrate at ſome Leure, and 
bound to their good behaveour. And ifa ſecond. time they break 
forth into the like contemptuous carriages, they ſhall either pay 
five pounds to the publick Treaſurie; or ſtand rwo hours openly 
upon a block or ſtool, tour foot high, on a leQure day, with a Pa- 
per fixed 0n his breſt, written in Capitail letters [| AN OPEN AND 
OBSTINA 1 E CONTEMNER OF GODS HOLY ORDINAN- 
CES } th:tothers may fear and be aſhamed of breaking out into 
the like wickedneſs. 
14 It is ordered and decreed by this Court and Authority there- 
of, That whereſoever the winiſtry of the word is eſtabliſhed ac- 
cording to the order of the Goſpell throughout this lurisdictien, 
every perſon ſhall duely reſortand attend thereunto reipe&ively 
upon the Lordsddayes, and upon ſuch publick Faſt-days, and da; es 
ot giving as are to be generally Kept by the appointment of 
Authority : and if any perſon within this Iuriſdiction ſhall without 
{ and neceſſary caute withdraw himſelf from hearing the publick 
miniſtry of the word, after due means of conviction uſed , he ſhall 
forfeit. for his abſence from every ſuch publick meeting 5 ſhilliags. 
All ſuch offences to be heard and determined by any one Magiſtrate 
or more from time to time. Bn | 
15 It is ordered by this Court, That the civil Autharitie here eſta- 
bliſhed hath power and liberty to ſee the peace, ordinances and 
rales of Chriit to be obſerved in every Church according to his 
word, £4s alſo to deal with any church-member in a way of civil 
juſtice notwithſtanding any church relation, office, or intereſt; ſo it 


be done in a Civil and not in an eccleſiaſtical way. Nor ſhall any. 


church cenſure Cegrade or depole any man from any civil dignity, 
3 office 


F 
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office or authority he ſhalt have in the Common-wealth. 


UW? 


Iris ordered, that from henceforth all lands , cattle, and other 
eſtates of any kind whatſoever, ſhall be lyabte to be rated to all 
common charges whatſoever, either for the Church, Town or Co- 
mon-wealch in the ſame place where the eſtate is from time to 
time | ſee pag. 18, 19, 20s 

Hereſie, | 
Although no humane power be Lord over the Faith and Conſciences 
of Men, aud therefore may not conſtrain th:m to beleeve or profeſs 
againſt th:ir Conſciences t yet becauſe ſurh as bring in damnable 
hereſies, tending to the ſubverion«f the Chriftian Faith, and de- 
ferution of the ſoules of men, ought duiy to be 1e/irained from ſuch 
otor:0:15 imnpicty, [t 1s therefore ordered and decreed by this 
Cort | 
Thar if any Chriſtian within this Iuri.diftion ſhall go about 
to ſubvert and deſtroy the chriſtian Faith and Religion, by broach- 
ins or maintaining any damnable hereſie ; as denvinz the immor- 
tality of the Soul, or the refurreRion of the body, or auay lin to be 
repenred of in the Regenerate, or any evil done by the outward 
man to be accounted lin: or denying that Chrift gave himſzlf a 


Ranſom for our ſins , or ſhall affirm that we are no: juſttfhed by 


bis Death and Righreouſneſle, but by the perfeQtion of our own 
works ; or ſhall deny the morality of the fourth comandement, or 
ſhall indeavour to feduce other's to any the hereſtes aforementio- 


ned, every ſuch perſon continuing obſtinate therein; after due 


means of convidtton, ſhall be {ſentenced to Banifhmgnr. ſee pap. 24. 
1 Diſturbing of Charche,. 

It is ordered and decreed by this Court,and theAuthority thereof, 
That if any perſon, whether in Church-fellowſhip or nor , ſhall gqg 
about to deſtroy or diſturb the orders & peace of theChurches eſta- 
bliſhed in this IuriſdiRion,by open renouncing theirChurch, Eſtate, 
or their Miniſtry, or other ordinances diſpenced in them, either 
upon pretence that the Churches were not planted by any new A- 
poſtles, or that ordinances are for carnall Chriſtians, or babes in 
Chriſt, and not for {piritual}, or iſtuminated perſons, or upon any 0- 
ther ſuch like grounded conceit,every fuchperſon,who ſhal be found 
culpable herein, atfter due means of conviction, ſhall forteit to the 
publick Treaſury forty ſhillings for every moneth,ſo long as he con- 
rinues in that his obftinacy. OY: 


T orture 
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| Torture. x 
That no man ſhall be beaten with above forty ſtripes for one 
Fact at one time. Nor ſhall any man be puniſhed with whipping, 
except he have not otherwiſe to aniwer the Law, unleſſe his crime 
be very ſhamefull, & his courſe of lite vicious & proflipate.tce'p.50. 
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The Teſtimony of John Clarke , Obediah Holmes . 
aud John Crandall, Preſoxers at Boiton 12 New-Eny- 
lan1, cozcerntng the fatth andorder of ihe Goſye!' of Chit 

Jeſus the Lord, as the ſ:me was lata down 1n four Cocls(i- 
0725, and proffered to be openly and publikl; deftude i ag..1yſt 
all gain-ſayers ; whe none wouid ceme forth thus to opyeſe 
it; 09 agatn by the aforeſaid John Clarke reviewed, par- 
ticularly, ai ſtriftly examined by the Word of God, 2nd 
Tejt1mmory of 1eſus, ant thereby, ( 4s 15 here ar large to be 
ſeen) confirmed aid juſtifyed, 


" The firſt Concluſion. 


[TT Teftifie that Teſns of Nazareth, whom God hath raiſed from 
[ the dead, 15 madeb+th Lord and Chriſt ] you may tee this teſti- 


mony clearly, and plentifully witneſſed and confirmed by the Scrip- 


tures of Truth ; for Firſt, chat God raiſed him from the dead, ap- 
pears by the car o" of 12 choſen Witneſles, As 2. 24. 32. This 
Jeſus, ſay they, hath God raiſed up, whereof we are Witneſles; fo 
alſo chap. 3.15. And being alive again he was ſeeen of above 500 
Brethren art once being faithfull Witneſſes, Children that will not 
lie, ſee 1 Cor.15. 6. And laſt of all he was ſeen of Pa»/, whom he 
ſent to the Gentiles, ſee 1 Cor. 15. 8. Als 22.18.21. And this is 
layd by Pas! as the foundation of the hope of the /rae/ of God, 
that they ſhall be raiſed, and ſhall ſhare in that glory that ſhall 
then be revealed ; yea it 1s that word of Truth(as Peter witneſſeth) 
by which the Father of mercies doth again beget ſuch as had ſinned 
& faln ſhort of the glory of God, & were without hope,unto a live- 
ly hope of the glory of God, in an inheritance, incorruptible and 
undefiled, that tadeth not away, and is reſerved in heaven for them, 

| | | | ſee 


- ( 40 
; . ſee 1 P-t 1.3.4. And inthe ſecond place , that God hath made 
this Ieſus whom he bath raiſed irom the dead, both Lord andChriſt, 
ſee it alſo confirmed A&; the 2d, the 36. 10. 36. 2 Cor, 4. 5. 
A-ts 18. 5. 
{ ibis leſws 1 ſay is the Chrift , 1» Engliſh, the Arointed One, 
bh :uh anime above every name % rhat he 1s not onely ſaid to be 
a Chriſt and an Ancinted one, w hich, alchough ir bea name of 
eminency among men, yet may there be iound many, both before 
the time of Retourmarion, and ſince, upon whom this worthy name 
of Chriſt, or Anointed one may be worthily called, as were thoſe 
n:m2« of eminency among the /ſrac/ otold, as King, Prieſt, and 
Prophet, and ſuch as being waſhed in the blood of the Lamb are 
allo Anointed, and mace Kings and Prieſts unto God, and Pro- 
phets to men c: mpare the 2 Cor. 1-21. 1 /0. 2. 27, with Rv. 5. 
10. 19. 10. I ſay heis not onely a Chriſt, but that he might ap- 
pear in this eminent nime to have the preheminence, he is called 
che Chriſt. ſre 1/ark 8. 29+ Jo. 11. 27. 6» 69. 20. 31, whichin 
_ Engl: is the Anointed one, as will appear, 1 10.41. We have 
found, ſaith Andrew to Simvn, the Me7ras, being the Hb: ey 
word, which being interpretes into the Greek Language, is, 
5 y« 5%, Orthe Chriff, butrencered in En4//5 as inthe marpent, 
is the Anointed, and hence he is called in the 9 L=b. 20. the Chriſt 
o God, or in more plain Ene13.4, the Anointed of God, ſuitable to 
thisare ſuch expreſlions of the ſpirit of God, in the Scriptures of 
truch, as cheſe ; Him hath God # noinced, and that with the oyl_ 
28 of gladneſſe above his fellowes, ſee A2s 4. 37-10. 38. 1 Heb. 9. 
=_ . - And that he hath a name above every name doth evidently appear; 
6 _ _ forit pleaſed the Father chat in him ſhould all fulneſſe dwell, yea, 
=. all the fulneſle of che God-head bodily, that in ail things, or as it 
= | is in the Margent, among all, he might have the preeminence , ſee 
=o Coll. 1.18, 19- 2.9. {o Phi. 2.9. Wherefore ( ſaith the Apoſtle) 
_=0 God hath alſo highly exalted him,and given him a name above eve- 
- : ry name, he hath a rame above the Anointed, Kings, Prieſts, and 
Prophets of old, they being but types and |} adowes of him, and 
yet were the higbeſt names in //-ael, which was a Family that had 
8 a name above all the Families of the Earth; and ſo a name above 
E- . all che nameson the Farth : and yet this is not all, tor he hath a 
| name above all Principality, and power, and might, and domini- 
on, and every name that is named, not in this world only, but alſo in 
-  _  rhatwhichis is tocome, Ephe. 1.20, 21, 22+ Phi, 2. lo, 11, -- 
4 Hoe 
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” 
ſ He is the Anointed Prieſt ; #2 to, or With him in point of as 
tonement | That he is the Anointed Prieſt, compare Heb. 3. 1. 
with 1, 9. and there fball we ſee the Spirit of God, calling him an 
High-Prieſt, who wasof God anointed with the oyl ot gladneſſe 
above his fellowes, which cannot but be underſtood of his tellow- ; | 
Prieſts, either ſuch as were ordained of old, before the time of Re- | | 
formation, and ſo were types, or ſhadowes of him, or elſe of fuch [ 
as were ſince by him made Prieſts unto God, and fo received of the | 
fulneſs of that bis oyntment: Now that there is none to him in point 6; 
of attonement, will eaſily be made manifeſt, if theſe three things 
be conſidered; x The nature of the attonement it ſelf. 2 The | 
weakneſle or inſufficiency of all other Prieſts, whether ordained, or =} 
made to perform {uch a work. And laſtly, the ſafficiency of this "4 
High Prieſt to make a perfect attonement tor all choſe that come to 
God through him. nf» 
_ Touching the nature of the attonement, itis not amiſſe to conſt- 
der, that what was by this word attonement expreſt under the firft 
Teſtament, while that Prieſthood ſtood, hath been ſince under the 
adminiſtration of the laſt Teſtament, that is eltabliſhed upon better - 
promiſes than that, been expreſt more frequently by the word Re- 
conciliation, and therefore the word that in the 5 Rom. 1 r. is rent- 
dered attonement, is in 2 Cor. 5+18, 19. and inall other places T 
tranſlated by the word Reconciliation ; Now Reconciliation does 
pre-{uppoſe an eſtrangedneſle, or enmity rather, between two par- 
ties, and ifthe parties were men, peradventure there might be- mY 
found a man to mediate; but the enmity lies not ſo much between | ' ok 
man and man, or between men and Angels, good or bad, but be- 
tween God and man, the Creator and the creature, and who is he 
in Heaven, or in Earth, chat dare interpole, or ſtepin to make a re- 
conciliationibetween theſe two ? yea, who can effect it ? eſpecially 
if we conſider that the enmity on the creatures part is rooted 1n his 
mind, and cannot be eradicated ( I had almoſt fayd, and yet I 
think I ſhall not need to retra& it) by the powerfull hand of 
God himſelfe ſtretcht forth in his wrath , his mind ſtill re- 
maining, as indeed doth notably appeer out of the mouth ot 
the Lord himſelf, by the hand of his Prophet //ay, 57- 16, r7- | 
For the iniquity of his covetouſneſſe, was I wroth, and ſmote - 
him; I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in 
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| the way of his heart. So ſee it confirmed alſo in R-v. 16. 9. FRY 
Ii. 2, When the wrath of God breaks forth with an excee- {| 
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(42) LL 
ding great Plague, then ſhail you find men blaſpheming the 
name of God, who hith power over thoſe Plaputs;, becunfe 
of their patties and their fores, 'and repemed not of their evill 
deeds, to give him (glory; and if the wrath 'of 'God does it or, 
bow unlike is the wrath of man to effe& it > But farther wo 
ſheiv the greatneſfe of the work of Reconciliation as it lies &n 
mars part; for as he hath not an alienation only, but an 'efthi- 
ty in his mind, fo ts he apt upon all occaſions to the utmoſt of 
his -power to 'maniteſt the ſame , by wicked provoking workes 
againſt che God of Reaven, fo that Jet but God himfelf be 
manifeſted in the fleſh,'or atty bright bear of his ptory break 
forth, and fhine chrongh mortall fleſh., preſem}y thall the 
Jewes:, and Gentiles, though otherwile full of exmity one 4- 
againſt an other, concurrez yea, Herod and 'Pilare thall 
now be made friends, and ſhall agree to Crucifie the Lord 
of Life and Glory z to ipour forth the precious Blood of God, 
and to tread under foot the Sonne of God, ard to count the 
blood of that Covenant as an unholy thins : S6 that from 
hence we. may (conclade, Ihat as he that Harech bis Brother | 
in his heart may be ſaid to murther a man., ſo the that ha- 


 ceth God in his heart, may be iaid in a ſeiiſe td murder 


God. Now as on 'mans 'part there appears ſach eninity in his 
mind, fuch an apttieffe ro vent it , and fch byckwirdneſſe 
(as 1 might ſhew.) in him to accept of -any,, bar eſpecially the 
Gofpell termes of Reconciliation , whereby the work #ppears 
to be great; So if we confider it on Gods att, 'that the 
wrath of God is reveated from Heaven, apainſt afl wfgodli- 
neſſe, and againſt all unrighreouſnefle 'of the 'Sofines 'of Men, 
and that his word is gone forth and canfiot be receſſed ; In 


the day that thou eareſt thereof, thou ſhate farely 'dye ; -and 


the Soul thar finneth, it ſhall dye; and curſed 't&ery fe: 
that continneth not in all things that are written in the Law 
to doe them, ſo that his Wrath, tuſtice,, and Truth are all 
engaged in this main conttroverfie that he tiath with his 'crea- 
ture, and by reaſon 'thereof, he will. tiot be Pleaſed with thou- 
ſands of Rams, nor yet with ten chouſand Rivers of Oy , 
&c, And therefore if the queſtion be asked Who is worthy, 
or who is able to ſtand between God and Man, 'to make the at- 
ronement, to ſlay the enmity, and ſo to make peace? The anſ- 
wer will be the fame, That no man {that is Meeffyfo, no nor 

Angel) 


| ( 43) 

Ange[)in Heaven, nox.im Earth nor under the Barth, is either Yor- 
thy, or able.to, undertake this great work, no nor in that ſenſe to 
look thereon; And therefore 1n the ſecond place all other Prieſts 
will be found inſufficient ; tor as for the Prieits of old, and all thac 
belonged to them, as Veltures, Veſlels, Altars, Temple; and all 
that was officiated by them, as their Sacrifices, Attonements, Ob- 
ztions, bleilings, they were too weak to [accompliſh this work, 
for they were not able io make him. perfeR that did the ſervice, as 
appertaining to the Conſcience, but brought their ſins to remem- 
brance, in ſtead of blotting them out, 10 as co remember them no 
more, and were indeed but mger ſhadowes of good things to 
come, which they that beleeved bad in their eye, and law a 
farre off, ſee He#. 7. 18,19. 9.9. 10. 1,2,3,4,11. and as for 
others that are made Prieſts unto God, they doe but receive of 
| his fulneſſe, and wil readily acknowledge with Par/, that 
through the Law they are dead to the Law, to as by their 
own works Or righreouſneſſe (which now appears to be but gli- 


4 


ſtering wickednefle, and no other than fruits of that enmity that 


was in their minds, by them I ſay) not to expect to make their 
own peace with (God ; and although it is true they have liberty to 
enter into the holieſt, yet its by the blood of ! eſus, and by a new 
and living way which he hath conſecrated for them ; and although 
they may draw neer unto the holy God wich atrue heart, and full 
aſſurance of Faith, yer they muſt haye their hearcs jprinkled with 
his þlood from an evill conſcience, and their bodies waſhed with 
- pure water ; and although being in the holy preſence of God : 
they may, as the Prieſts of old, offer up prayers with ſtrong 
cryes for themſelyes, and others, yet muſt they be offered u pon the 
golden Altar that is before the Throne, and muſt be mingled, 


and perfumed with much tweet -incenſe our of the golden cenier 


chat 1s in the Pagel of the Covenants hand, and the ſmoke of the 
incenſe muſt aſcend with their prayers before God out of the 
Angels hand © Rev.8. 3,4 ſothatin this point they are nothing, yea 
lefe,and worſe than nothing ; but Chpiſt is the very power of God 
in this point, the ſabſtance of all thoſe ſhadowes, and what he did 
in reference to the work of attonement, and reconciliation.he doth 
ic ſubſtancially and effeyally, both on Gods part and mans, for 


' he hath both natures in himielf, and by reaſon thereof is an apt 


Mediator fit to interpoſe between byth to make reconciliation ; 
for he is declared to be the y0p of God, wholly without fin , con- 
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: (44) 
ſecrated with an oath of God to be a Prieſt for that purpoſe for ever, 


Heb. 7.21.comp. with 27. 28. who by the erernall ſpirit of God of= 
fered up himſelf without fault ro God his F ther, the juſt for the unj1F, 
ſo that by one «ring, he hath conſecrated for ever them that are 
ſfarifi:d , fo thar there is no more need of offering for fin, ſee Feb. 
9.4- Comp. with 10. 14. 18. and is now entred, not into the Ho'y 
places made with hands, bur into Heaven, to appar in the fighe of 
God for thoſe that belceve through him, and not with the blood 
of others, but with his own blood , whereby their conſctences are 
purged from dead works to ſerve the trae and the living God, ſee 
Heb 9. 26.14. yea, and thereremaneth, and is ſet down at the 


3i2he hand of the throne of 'the Majeſty in the higheſt, being the me... 


mediator of :hat better covenant , even that which 1s eſtabliſhed 


- upon the beſt acd abſolute free promiſes, which are to pardon their 


enmity, and iniquity, and to remember their fin no more, to write his 
Lawes 1n their hearts, and to be to them a God, and to undercake 
that they ſhall be to him a people ; ſo that ns God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to himſelf, nor imputing their treſpaſſes un- 
ro them; ſo in the miniitry of reconciliation Chriſt 1s by his 
Spirit in man ſhedding abroad che love of God in his heart, and 
thereby (layiag his enmity, by which means he 1s reconciled ro God: 
ſo that wkom he bl:{{tth , being the High Prieſt and Ciptain of 
our falyation , ſhall be bleſſed indeed 3, ſee As 3. 26. By all 
which it doth appear to be a truth, that there 1s none to him in point 
of attonement to make reconciliation between God and Man, 


And now that there is none wich him in that great work , neither 


perſon, norſervice, is alſo asevident. God the Father hath de- 


fgned him alone in that bufinefle, that no Fleſh mighr glory 
1n bis preferce, ſee As 4. 11. 12. 1 Tim. 2. 5o Collofſ, 1.20, 


I Cor. I. 29. And Paal tels the Galatians who were about to 


joyn circumcigon, and ſo works with Chriſt in this point of acceptance 
with Ged, that then Chriſt ſhould nor profit them, and that they were 


faln from grace, ſee Gal. 5. 23. 


[| He # the Ananted Prophet , none to him in point of In/Iru« 
Elune "= 
_ he is the Anointed Prophet, or a Prophet Anointed with the 
Spirit of Prophecie above his fellow Prophets, and a Teacher 1mmedi- 
ately ſent from God from Heaven , ſee fo. 9. 17. Luke 24.19. Heb. 
I.9. 1h. 3.2. 13-0438 1628. 
And that there 1s no Prophet to him , will evidently appear ; for 's 


- 


the other Prophets of God were ſuch as did bear witneſs to him, or A& 15 43 


were types of him, yea Moſes 3nd Ela, thoſe two great Prophets, J?. 7+ 45: 


lay themſelves low that he may be exalred; wherefore Dexr. 18. 15. - 


I ( faith the Lord by the hand of Afofes ) will raiſe them up a Pro- KA SS 


pher from among their Brethren like ur to thee, and will put my ,. 37, 
words In his month, & he ſhail ſpiak unto them a!! that I hall com- 
mand him, and it (hill come ro pals, thaz whoſo:ver will not hear- 
ken unto my words which he ſha'l ſpeak in my n-m2, I will require 
ic of him, And 7h. 3. 39,31. Hz mult 1acreaſe ( faich John the Bp- 
tiſt , who came in the ſpirit of E/;25, and was, ſaich Chriſt, more 


than a Propher , ſo that among thoſe char were borne of Women ow 


fore him there was not a greater) and I muſt decreaſe; he that y1,..1; 5h 
cometh from above { ſaith he ) isaboye all , he that 1s of the Earth r 112, 13, 


1s Earthly , and ſpeaketh of the Earth, he that cometh from Heaven 7 4: 
is above all , and what he hath ſeen and heard, that he reſtifieth, and 
no man receiveth his Teftimony ; he that hath received his Teſtim&- 
ny hath ſer to his ſeal that God is true , for he whom God hath ſeri 
ſpeaketh the words of od, for God giverh not the Spirit by me.- 
ſureunto bim ; and as theſe preat Prophets thns witneſs rs Chriſt , 
ſo the voice that is heard from Heaven by [ames, Cepbas, and 
| Toby, do confirm their teſtimony, that there is no Prophet to him, for 
when upon the Mount, 17oſes and Elias appeared talking with 
Chriſt, and Peter would have three Tents or Tabernacles , one 
for Chriſt , one for Zofes , and another for E/;as , that ſo no doubr 
at ſome times , and in ſomecaſes, he might be hearkning to them , 
Immediataly upon the motion, and as an evident manifeſtation of 1 
diſlike thereof , they both vaniſhed, and a cloud overthadow'd them 
all, and Chriſt being the Prophet only remaining , there comes a 
yoice Out of the cloud which ſaid, This is my wel-belovedSon in whom 
Tam well pleaſed, hear ye him; Afar. 17.5, 6,7. And now that 
rhere is none to him 1n point of inſtruftion , will alſo appear with reſ- 
pe&R both to the matrer and efficacy. 1 Forthe matter of inſtru. 
on, he that cometh from above being alſo in the boſome of the Fa- 
ther , muſt needs be above all in his matter of inſtruQion, for what 
he hath heard and ſeen ia the Fathers boſome , that he Teſtifies, and 
ſpeaketh the very words of God , yea declarech and maketh known 
God himſelf, being the bright breaking-forth of the Fathers glory , 
which was that which /Zoſes , that great Prophet did ſo mach defire 
to behold, and could not obtain it ; and hence it is, that it is faid his 
hearers were aſtoniſhed at his DoRtrine , concluded no man ever 
= H 3 ſpake 
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| 46) 
ſpake like this man , and the beft of chem knew not whether to goto 


berter themſelves , foraſmuch as he had the words of eternall life, yea 
and that holy Spirit of promiſe which the Saints were and till are to 
recei.e ,.was but to glorific him, to take of him and his words, and to 
ſhew unto them the treaſures of light and life, and refreſbment. that 
is conrained therein;ſ.e for the proof of all this, x 72.17.18. 7o. 3. 31, 


'32, 34. Heb. 1.3, Exe. 33. 18, 27. Mat. 7+ 28.10. 7. 46. 10. 6. 68. 
£0. 14. 26. & 16. 12, 13,14 And as forexcellency of matter, 
fo for efficacy and powerfull inſtruRting,there 1s ngneto him in point 


of inftruction , for he it is in whoſe hand is the Key of David, and 
he openeth the heait co underſtand the ſcriptures ; ard to.ſhew a 
lively experiment of his powerfull inſtrufting , When he was here up- 
on Earth, he paſt by the wilc and learned Rabbtes, and ca1led the il};te- 
raceand fooliſh Fiſhermen , and to this day doth chooſes not many 
wiſe, nor many learned, but the poor fooliſh and deſpiſed ones, 
tht 35 a teacher he may ſh:w his abilities, thereby giving un- 
deiſtanding to the fimple , ſpeaking words of light and: life, 
and ſpirit ro them , and by chem to corfourd the wiſe , and 
fearned, and mighty ; yea he indeed 1> the light of the Gentiles which 
ſate ( and fill in a great meaſure (it ) in darkneſs, and is that 
crue light that enlightneth cveiy one that cometh into the 


World, ſee 24 Luke 45. 1. Corinthians 1. 26, 27. Ighn 


6.63. As 13. 47. lobn 1. 9. And. 23s he was the Prophet , 


opening his Fathers Byſome , and (hewing the things that were 


paſt and preſent, ſo the things allo that were to.come + he tells 
them how many things he muſt ſuffer of the Elders, and Chief 
Prieſts, and Scribes , and be killed , and raiſed again the third 
day , and therein foreſheweth his Office of Prieſthood z be at, 
ſo foretells how after he is riſen as a Lord , Þe will f& bis 
Houſe in order, and ſo depart to his Father to receive his 
Kingdom, and to return , and what ſhall befall his Seryanss in 
the time of his abſence , by the reigy and rage of the Beaſt , 
and Spirit of Antichiijt , avd what will Þe eack- ones portion at 
his rezurn , as appears in the book of the Revelation, which 3s 


' ſurrounded with bleflings ro him that readeth , Chapter 1. 3+ 


and curſes to him that addeth to it , or raketh from it, Chapr. 
[aft 18.19, Wherefore ſeeing there 15 no Prophet or Teacher 
to Chriſt and his Spirit in point of inftrution , both for excel- 
lency of matter , and efficacy in reaching, « well ſuiges with 


Chri- 
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Chriſtians to be ſtil cleaving SAR this Prophet , and concſu- 
ding with the Diſciptes char firſt eruſted in him , hither ſhall we 9c, 
thou haſt the Words of Ecernyll life, Bat to proceed, he is 
{ The Awmrinted King , who ts gon? wito bis Father for his 
glorious Kingdom ,, and ſhall erelong retury again ] Thit Jeſus 
of N-:z#eth isthe Anointed Kins conld not be hid in the day of 
his humi#ſ1ztion ,, a5 appears Toke 23. 2, 3.& Chapter 19.3% The 
Mijeſty of x King did to zppear m chic lowly and meek form, white 
terod: yponan Afe, that if the multitnde of the Dilciptes had 
not confeſt hira , but had held their p-ace , the ſtones would cry out; 
yea and then his word bad a powerfull <ffcacy like the word of 3 
Kingamorg Mch and D.vils , the winds and S:as , ſo that he ſpeaks 
but che word and the blind fee, the lame wa'k , the deaf hear, the 
damb ſpeak , the dead are raiſed , the Devil's are caſt onr ,the poor 
receive the Goſp:11; «hen he ts ac the weakeſt, then is P3/ate forc'd 
ro confeſs rhithe is King of che lews, and to propagate this confel- 
fon as tar as Latin , Greck , and Hebrew will cary it ; this appears 
more evident , fince he was raiſed and fits as Lord at the right hand 
of the Father, at leaſt 1n the hearts and lives of his Servants, by 
powring forth that Sptrit or oyncment received , Atts 2. 33, 34, 35, 
26. So thit the Kings of /ſrae/ were bat his types , and the 
Kings of the Nxtions are bur his Sword-bearers , for he is King of 
Kings ; hit mot lively ſhall this erath be made manifeſt , when all e- 
hemies (hill become his footſtool , and he ſhall appear indeed in the 
formofa King with thonfands of his Saints, and ten thouſand 
times ten tho.iland of the heavenly H ts, and (hall in the pow-rfull 
word of a Kings command the Exrch and theSea to give up their Dead, 
and boch wicked then and Devills to go togecher 'into torment, and 
they ſhall be tormented, and che Stinrs to enter into the joy of their 
Lord , and it ſhall be unſpeskably glorious, 25 Mate 31. 32. Lathe, 
9.26. Join5.28, 29. And thathe is goneunto his Fucher ro receive 
his Kingdom , and ſhall ere long return again , will ibe made mani- 
feſt by theſe ſcriptures, [o. 20. 17+ Lu. 19.12, 13. Heb. 9. laſt. 2 
Tim. 4.1. Rev. lift, to char as ccrcainly as he hach had a time for 
his Prophecicali Offiice and for his Prieſtly , fo (hall he have atime 
for his Kingly ; and as theEream of Nebachaanexzer hath been 
fonnd cecreain, and the interpretation of Dax#e! lure, concerning 
thoſe tour Monarchies orKingdoms of m<n which ſhould come to pals 
inthe Eirti , ſo'certain ahd fare it is , that the day is aproaching that 
the God of Heaven will ſet up his Kingdom by that deſpiſed yer Cor- 
| NET. 
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- 43: ; 
ner-ſtone that was cut out wt ks Daw. 2. 44. 45. | 
i [ That this Jeſus Chriſt is alſo the Lord, none toor with him, 
cc. ] That he is the Lord , appears 2 Cor, 4:5. We preach Chriſt 
lefus che Lord, faith Paul, and As lo. 36. laith Peter, heis Lord 
of all, and hence it is that he is called Lord of Lords. Rev. 

And that there is none to him by way of commanding and ordee 
ring with reipe& tothe worthip of God, the houſehold of Faith, 
will exidently appear if the nature ot the houſeho1d of Faith,the wor- 
ſhip of God, and the commanding and ordering power that ſuits 
therewith,be corſidered with reſpect unto him. For the nature of the 
houſchold of Faith , they are a company of faithfull ones , that are 


_ 
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Cob x. ; bought vith che price of his blood , Knit together in ope by his Spi- 
1Cr.6.ric, founded wholly upon himſelf , built up by him to be a holy 


-"7-23-h biration of God, and therefore not in the leaſt meaſure to be defi- 

*** led with the inventions and commindements of m:n, from whence 
21.2 19 it istharthey are ſbll with their ey fixt upon him whom they look 
2 Eph,20, upon co be as well the finiſher as the author of their faich , ſtill in 
21,22, their hearts calling on him tnat hath bought them, and ſaying , Lord 
: ©1.3- whvr wilt thou have me to doe , and itili ſtanding vpon their watch 
FEEL 9 bairken What this Lord will ſpeak, for the voice of a {tranger 


Heb.12.2, : Ps 
At: 5 they will not hear ; fo that by chis 1t evidently appears , that there 


P85. 8. is none that hath fo much right unto this houſehold of Faith by way 


12. 10, 5. of ordering it, not yet freedom init by way of commanding, as hath 
+0. 23, Chriſt leſus the Lord ; And from the nature of the worſhip which 
” is fpirituall , to be pertormed by a (piritua}l worſhipper, and after 
or in tHat true manner that the Father of ſpirits hath appointed, it 

will as evidently appear, that there 1s none to him by way of comman- 

ding and ordering in this matter , who is the only begotten of che 

Father, came out of, and yet 1s, in is boſome , and bath de- 

clared him, the true way of his worſhip, and who are ſuch 
worſhippers as he ſcekes for ; who as a Lord faichfull over his 

houſe before his departure gave order thereto, commanded his 
Servants to watch, and to hold faſt till he come, and in his 

abſence being at the right hand of his Father, is mindefull to 

(ſhed abroad of that holy Spiric of Promiſe, whereby the true wor- 
ſhippers ſhall be led from truth co cruth, untill they be broughe 

into all truth. And if the nature of the commanding and orde- 

"ring power, that ſuits boch with the worſhip, and with the wor- 
fhippers, which the Father of Spirits ſecks for be allo conſidered, which 

is 
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isnota law of a carnall commar.dment ſeconded with carnall weapons, 
or an arm of fleſh ; but a ſpiritua!l law, or as :he Apoſtle cals it Koz, 
8. alaw of the Sfirit of life from Chriſt Jeſus ,1pokea unto, or rather 
written in the heart of a Chriſtian by tbe. Spiric of Chriſt, by reaſon 
whereof he obcyes fromthe heart, readily, willingly and cheerfully thac 
form of dogrine which is cngravea ard laid up therein, Heb. 8. 10. 
2 Cor. 3.3. Rom. 6, 17. Itchis I lay be conſidered, that the worſhip 
is ſpirituall, ſuch as mult begia in, ſpricg up; andrife from the beart and 
the ſpirit , and to be ditected to the Father of ſpirits , and ſo the com- 
manding power that ſuits herewith, muſt {peak to the heart and ſpirir'of 
- a man, then is there no Lord in this matter to Chrift Jelus the Lord, who 


. ſpeaks to the heart in the Spirit, and his words are as commands from the 


head to the members, which conveigh together ſpirit and life to obey 
them, by reaſen « f which his commands are not erieyous, for where the 
Spirit of this Lord is, there is liberty, and they by beholding the glory of 
the Lord, are transformed into the ſame Image, from glory unto glory, by 
che Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. I7, 18. Is 

And that there is none with him, he is the onely Lord, and law-sgiver 
of this ſpirituall building, and ſo of the ſpirits in this ſenſe, appears by 
{\uch ſcriptures as ſay, One is your Lord and law=givery, James 4. 12: 
Epheſ. 4. 5. Mat, 23. 8, 10, and byſuch as lay, ye are bought 
with aprice, be y: not therefore the ſervants of men, and the Apoſtles 
that had oreater autkurity in this point than any men living, yer they ac- 
knowledge they had not Dominion over mens faith, and therefore de- 
clare this to bethe expreis mind of God, that the ſervants of this Lord 
mult not ſtrive ( as if they were Lords ) but be patient, in meekneſs in- 
ſtrucing thoſe that oppole themſelyes, or as the word imports , that fer 
themſelves by covenant in oppoſition to that living Lord. And where- 
as It is declared in the teſtimony, that this houſhold of faich was purcha- 
ſed by his blood as Prieſt, infiructed and nouriſhed by his Spirit as Pro- 
phet, &c, this will all eyidently appear to be true «Atts 20. 238. John 
I6, from the 7. to the 16. 1 Cor. 2. 9,10, IT, 12. Rom. 8, John 
I. 2. 36, 27. Kev. 2. It. 17. 29. 3 Thel, T4, IF. © Cor. It. 
2. and 1. 7, Andſdisthe fuſt part of the teſtimony by the word of 
God confirmed and juſtified. 

2. [| / teſtifie that Baptiſm or dipping in water is one of the com- 
mands of this Lord Jeſs Chriſt. ] That this commandment of Jeſus is 
by way of dipping, and as it were by drowning, oyerwhelming, or 
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| burying in water , and not Þy ſprinkling with water , appears many 
WAaICS. | | 
I. In that al:hough there be frequent mention made of that ap- 
pomimen: of Chriſt in his Lut Will and Tettiment, yet 15 1t ne- 
ver cxpreſled by the word that may be rendred rantitin, or {priokling, bur 
by the word that 1s rendred baptitm, or dipping. | 
2. In that the word by whick 1c 1s 10 frequently expre(t doth in pto= 
per Engliſh figaity to dip , to piung under water, andas-it were to 
drown,bur yer {oas with latecy, lo that the party(as to tne manner)-may 
be drowned again, and again ; tee the inſtance of N.:19214 , he dipp'd 
himſelf ſeven times in Jordan, 2 Kings 5 14, and to this lente of the 
| word (at lea(t in that place') both the Greek, ,, Latine, and Engliſh 
Is . Churches aoree. 
| 3. Ja that the phraſe (in which there is mention made of ſuch an 
arpointment of Chriſt) doth neceſ{1rily impor: lucha ching, and there- 
fore when mention is made of baptizing, there oenerally followeth that 
word the prepoticion ( Zy ) which is commonly tranſlated ir, or into, 
which luits with dipping, andnot the prepoſition (| guy ) which fignifies 
wirh, and 1o fuirs with ſprinkling. Ard therefore it may be as well 
Y :  rendred, I baptize you in water , and he (hall baptize you in the holy 
= Spirit, Mar. I. 8. as itis rendred [hz did baptizein the wilder- 
bt reſis, and in the River of Ford+#, verſe 4, 5. crthat [ohnwas in the 
- | Spirit on the Lords day, Rev. L. 10. and they were baptized 'in the 
1: cloud and in the Sea, T Cor. 10. 2. yea it may as well be rendred, I 
baptize, or dip.you into water , as itisrendred they were caſting a net 
into the Sea Mar. 1.16. for the words are the ſame, and it would be an 


ae 4e. 


.. ; ” : improper ſpeech to lay / oh did baptiſe with the wilderneſs, and they 
- |  werecaſting a net with the ſea, . | 
oe 4. That this appointment of Chriſtis by way of dipping, and not 


= ſprinkling, appears, in that for the reſemblance, and likeneſs hereunto, 
| the 1ſ; zel:tes paſſing under the cloud,and through the ſea,where the eZ- 
> gypt+.425 that were their Lords, and commanders , their purfuers, and 
po enemies, that {ought their deſtruction, were drowned, left behind, and 
LL : feen no more, is by the holy Sp'rit called a baptiſm, x Cor, 10. 1, 2. 

ES : | they were Red in thecloud, &c. Where obſerve it is not here ren- 
—_  —- dred with th2 cloud, 3nd with the Sea, as in the other place, ark 1. 
'B LE $. with water, becauſe it ſits with ſprinkling, although the word be 
the fame ; but in the cloud, and in the Sea, which ſuits with dipping, 
= cr 
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or overwhelming, and fo with the appointment of Chriſt, they paſſmg 
through the midit of the red or bloudy Sea on dry land, which Rood on +; 
both tides as a wall, and being under the Cloud, were as men in a car- 
nall cie overwhelmed and drowaed , and yet truly layed, and ſafe from IEP 
. their enemies, # 

5- That this appointment of Chriſt was not by ſprinkling , but by 
dipping, or putting the perfon into or under the water , appears by Phi- 
lips baptizing the Eznuch, It is faid, They went both down into the wa- 
rer, both Philip the baprizer, and the Exch that was' the perſonto 
bejbaprized, and bring there in the water , Philip baptized, or dipped 
him in that watcr, as John did eſs in the river of Forday, and ther'ir 
is faid as tney delcended, or went down into the water, ſo they aſcend- b 
ed, or went (trait way up out of the water, ſee Ats 8. 38, 39. Mat. 
3- I6. mark the exprefſion, Aud Feſus when be was baptized went up 
ſtraitway out of the water, therefore had he been down in the water, 

6. That this appointment of C hriſt was not by ſprinkling, but by 
dipping,or as-1t were a drowning, appears, in that /-h the Baprizer, his 
work being to baptize, remains in the wilderneſs by the river of [ordan, + 

_ andafterward in'e/£ 0), and the reaſon that is cendied'by the Spirit of . - m1 
God why there he abode, was , becauſe there was much water there , 
which need not have been,if that appoiritment could have been performed 
by ſprinkling, andnot by dipping, See Lyke 3. 2, 3. John 3. 23 

7. That this appointment of Chriſt was not to be performed by 

ſprinkling, but by diping, &c. appears from the nature of the Ordi- 
nance. it telf, for it is{uch an ordinance as whereby the perſon that ſub- 
mitreth thereto, doth vibly pur on Chriſt Tefus the Lord, and is bereby 
viſibly planted into his death, holding forth therein a lively fimilitude, 
and likenels unto his death ; whereby onely through faith he now pro- 

_ feſſeth he hath eſcaped death, and is in hope to obtain life, and peace 
everlaſting, and ſo to have fellowſhip with him in his death, as ro be _ wth 
dead with him, andthereupon toreckon himſelf to be dzad indeed unto y je 
fins. Sathan, the law, and the curſe, See Gal. 3. 27. Row. 8. 2, 3. | Ki 
5+ 7, 8. II. I-Cor. 15, 29. But the planting of a perſon into the 
likneſs of death is no waies reſembled by ſprinkling; but by dipping ir 
is lively ſet forth and demonſtrated, therefore. Z 


8. This appointment of Chriſt, ſ-;. Baptiſm, is an ordinance where= 4 
by the perfonthat ſubmitteth thereto, doth hereby vifably and cleerly re- 
{:mble the buriall cf- Chriſt. and his- being buried with him, fo as in : 4 i} 
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reſpect of the old man, the former luſts and converſation, like the Fgyr- 
tians, to be taken out of the way, and {cen no more. See Romaxs 6.4. 6. 
C1. 2. 12, But.priokling doth no way lively reſemble the buriall of 
cs or the perſons being buried with him, as dipping doth ; there- 
Ore. . 

9. This appointment of Chriſt, ſ-/, Baptiſmy is an ordinance wherby 
the perſon that ſubmitteth thereto, doth viſibly , and lively bold forth 


- herein the r:turrection of Chriſt, declates him, whole life was taken from 


the earth, to be alive again, who although he died ard was buried, yer 
was he not letr in the grave to fee corruption, but was raifed again, and 
behold he liveth for eyermore; and as hereby he holds forth the relurrecti- 
of Chriſt, fo doth he alſo his own, being planted into the likenets therof, 
fo as to reckon himlelf to be in his foul ard ſpirit quickned, and rifen 
with Criſt, from henceforth to live unto God the fountain of life, ard 
co Chriſt Ieſus the Lord who d:ed for him, and role again, and fo t7 walk 
in newneſs of life ia this preſent evill world, beingallo begotten unto a 


 hyely hope, that in the world to come he ſhall be raiſed, and quickned 


both in foul, and bedy, to a life everlaſting, See Row. 6. 4, 5, 8. 
tleActs 8.333536. Col.2.t2. Rom. 8.11. 1 Cor. 15. 29.1 Pet.l,3. 
but ſprinkling doth no way lively reſemble the refurreftion of Chriſt, or 
the ſouls or bodies rifing, or being raiſed by him, as the way of dipping: 
doth, Therefore this appointment of Chriſt was, andtill is,to be per- 
formed by way of dipping or putting the perſon into or under the water, 
ard not by ſprinkling. 

And that this dippingin, or into water, in the name of Teſus, is one of 
rhe commandments. of this Lord Telus Chriſt , doth evidently appear * 
at. 28. 19. Mark 16. 15, 16 compared with A#ts 2, 38,41. 
8, 36, 38. and1o, 47,48. Andthatitisalſoto be obſerved by all 
chat truſt in Chriſt, as other of his commands, as he is the Lord, untill 
he come again, is likewiſe exprefly manifeſted. to be his will, Mar. 28. 
20. Gal. 1. 7s $. Jude 3.. 2 Tim. %. 2. (ol, 2, 5, 6, Rev, 2. 
25. 2. Ii. Hold fat till I come. Rev. 22. 14. 19. Heb. 12, 25. 


But to proceed, 
[ That a viſible belitver ar diſciple of ChriSt Jeſus (that 1s, owe that 


 manifeteth repentance towards God ,, and faithin Jeſus (trift ) ts 


the onely perſon that tx to be baptiſed with that vijib'e baptiſm or dip- 
ping of Jeſus Chriſt 1m wate* ] That a viibledilciple or Scholar of 


Thrift, one that manifeſteth. himſelf to- have heard-him, to haye been 
| taught 
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caught by him, and to haye yielded up himſelf to him as his teacher, is the 
only perlon,&c, will be made manitel}, Es | 

x, By the commiſſion it felf, and the argument ſtands thus , they and 
they onely haye right to this ordinance, and appointment of Jeſus 
Chriſt , whom the ordainer himſelf, /c;, Chriſt* Jeſus the Lord, bath 
19 his Laſt Will and Teſtament appointed it co; but Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord hath appointed it to Diſciples , and to Belieyers, and to ſuch 
onely, Therefore., : 

The firſt p.opoſition cannot be denyed, andthe ſecond will eafily 
be proved: lee the commiſſion by which the Apoſtles were warranted to 
adminiſter this ordinance, and fo muſt all that baptiſe or they will appear 
but uſurpeis. C9/ar.28. 18,19. All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in Earth, faiththe Lord, go ye therefore and diſcipulize or make 
diſciples not among the Jews only ,but among the Gentiles, and Nati- 
ons, and baptize them ; to that if the queſtion ſhould have been made, 
Lord whom ſhall we baptiſe of the Nations among the Jews and 
Gentiles? his anſwer was given 'in the words before, and he would 
have given no other , you ſhall baptize amongſt the Nations Jews and 
| Gentiles, ſuch as firſt have been tavght , and by teaching have been 
made my diſciples; to Mar. 16.16.Go ye into all the world , faith 
the Lord, andpreach the Goſpel to every creature, to the Gentiles as 
well as the Jews, he that belecyeth and is baptized ſhall be laved, &c. 
So that if the queſtion here again ſhoutd be propounded who among the 
relioious and (triet Fews, and the Jooſe and profane Gentiles, ſhould be 
baptiſed, the anſwer is plain, thoſe towhom the Goſpel firſt hath been . 
preached, and they through that Goſpel have allo belieyed. 

2. By the practice of the Commiſſioners who were faithful unto 
their Lord, and to the charge which he gaye themgand the argument 
ſands thus. 

Such as the faithful Apoſtles , and firſt Commiſſioners of Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord adminiſtred this ordinance of baptiſm unto, ſuch and ſuch only 
ought to be made partakers thereof, 

But the Apoſtles and firſt Commiſſioners of Chriſt adminiſtred not 
this ordinance unto carnal babes, infants of daies , ſuch as are by the 
teftimony of the Scriptures declared to be conceived in fin,to be brought 
forth in iniquity, and being bom of the fleſh to be but fleſh, and 1o by 
nature the Children of wrath one as well as' another; being alſo un- 


caught, But to ſuch as firſt were taught , and:were ordained, by the 
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immortal fecd of che word, to be born again, and as new bora babes in 
Chriſt, having taſted of the ſincere milk of the word, deſire {{111 more of 
the lame, that they might grow up thereby , and ſuch as appeared to be 
converted and to-bccome as little ones , {uch little ones as believed in 
Jeſu, Ei | 

The fuſt propoſition I ſuppoſe none that own Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
will dare to deny. And the ſecond which 1s more queliionable will 
allo be proved. Sce «Atts 2. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, &c, Although 
Peter with the 11 calls upon the convicted Jews to repent, and to be 
baptized every one in the name of Jeſus for the remiſſion of fs, and 
tells them thac then they ſhall be made partakers of the holy Spirit; and 
that they ſhould not need to diſtruſt it; be ſhews them the largeneſs of the 
promiſe that was made concerning the pouring forth of the Spirit, 1t be- 
ing promiled to be poured forth upon all fleſh, as they bad exprelt in the 
beginning of their diſcourſe out of Foely.16. and 17. and therefore 
faith, tis to you and to your Cbildren, and to all that are a far off, e- 
ven as many ( of you, your children ard fuchas are a far oft) #sthe 


Lord our God ſhall call; yet he baptizeth cone, but ſuch as were cal- 


Ted by the holding forth the word of ſalvation by Jelus Chriſt, as ap- 


pears 1n the words, for they that gladly received his word were baptized; 
and they only;for they that were baptized were addedgand continued to- 
oether inthe Apoſtles Doctrine , and in fellowſhip, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayer, and continued dayly with one accord in the 
Temple, and breaking bread from houſe to houſe did eat their meat 
with gladnels and (inglenels of heart, praiſing God : all waich cannot 
be underſiood of infants of daies. And therefore this place if rightly 
conſidered will be ſo far from affording a ground for the baptizi:g of 
the children of believing parents, becauſe here i: is faid the promile is 
to you and to your children , that it will ſufficiently evince the contra- 


' Try; forindeed ſuch an apprehenſion is accompanyed with 2 or 3 evident 


miſtakes, there is a miſtake in the promiſe, in the parties to whom the 

promiſe belongs, and the manner how it is to them and their children 

CCC, 5 | | 
1. There is a miſtake ofthe promiſe, inthat it is looked at as the co+ 
yenant of Grace which doth ingratiare cheloul into, and o1yes It an in- 
tereſt in all the privileges of the Goſpel of Chrift , and ſo in ordcr doth 
0 before baptiſm or any other viſible ordinance and appointment of his, 
whereas in yery truth by. promiſe there, 1s meantthat holy. Spirit of jo: 
mile 


\ 
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miſe which they which belieyed in Chriſt, and obeyed him, ſhould ac=- 
cording to promiſe receive after he was aſcended unto the right hand* of 
the father, as appears Joh. 7. 39. 14.16. 16. 7. That which he had here 
ſhed abroad in a powerfull manner upon the Apoſtles, and that which 
thele Jews allo in believing and obeying the Golpel of Chriſt 
ſhould allo receive, and therfore ſaith Perer, repent, and be baptized and 
ye {hall receive,&c.and was no other than that which was of old prophe- 
cyed of by [oe!, as is declared y.16.and [ois a promiſe that follows taith 
and obedience, and not ſuch as goes before to give rightto this- appoint- 
ment of Chriſt. | EE T- .” 

2, There 15a miltake in the parties to whom this promile belongs, 
for whereas"it is faid to you and ro your children, and thereupon it is 
conceiyed to be meant believers, and their infants of daies, which upon 
that accompt are to be baptized, itis plain and evident when the A- 
poſtle ſpoke theſe words to them, they could not be looked upon as be- 
lievers, foraſmuch as they being prick'd at the heart, and only convin- 
ced of their eyill in murdering the Lord of life, propounded whar they 
ſhould do to be ſaved, which is farre from believing, ro which the A- 
poſtle replies, repert , and be baptized inthe name of Jeſus ſor the re- 
#2iſſion of ſinnes; and to conceive that by their childrea were meant in- 
fants of daies, it may be as well ſo under(tood by your Sonnes and 
daughters, which ſhould 1o receiye of the promiſe of the Spirit as to pro- 
phecy mentioned in the ſeyenteenth verſe of this chapter , to which theſe | = 
words are related; and to make it appear that the promiſe was not ſo | - | | 
either to them or their children (as yer manifeſted) to give them right = : | 
unto baptiſm, after many more words uſed by the Apoſtle to perlwade. 
them to ſave themſelves from this adulterous generation, ir is ſaid,but as 
many as gladly received his word were baptized, and but only ſuch, 
and not their infants of daies , for they that were baptized continued + 
n__ in ſuch appointments of Chriſt-as infants are in no meaſure ca- 2 | | 
able or, = - —" 

of . There is a miſtake in the manner how this promiſe is to them,& their 5 
children,not ipoken to them now ag believers, & their children as having | 
rioht and intereſt peculiar by them, but indeed to!'them. and their chil- 
dren no otherwiſe than to all that are a far off, which if taken in the ge- _ 
nerall cannot be underſtood but with reſpeR to the general promiſe, - 
which is to pour forth his Spirit upon all leſh, butif withtbe reftrictt- 

 en,which1s,cven as many as the Lord our God ſhall call, then, "_ 
| ml 
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and children, Jews and Geatiles, ſuch as are neer, and ſuch as are a far 


oft, mult be calicd by the word of his grace before they can have a peculi= 
ar right and interctt ir. this ſpirit of promile, and to a child that 18 called 


co believe and obey the Golpel may have this promite made gocd unto 


him before his father, and a Gentile that is a far cit before a Jew that . 


1S neer, 

This will appear alſo by other inſtances,as of P/4l:;p baptizing in Sama- 
r:14hey were men and womea that he bapriled there,luch as believed and 
received the word with great joy, Atts 8. 8. 12. and when the Ex- 
zrch leeing the water, asked what ſhould let him to be baptiſed, Phi 
{ip intimates that although he had been taught, yet the want of a mani- 
| feſtation of faith would be a letyv. 36, 37. And whereas thete is mention 
made of whole houles that were baptiſed; rhat the Commiſſioners might 

appear faithfull unto their Lord , and keep cloſe to the yery words of 
their Commiſion, you ſhall find they were firlt taught, and by teaching 
were made his diſciples, and gladly received his word, See it in Corn 


lizs houſhold Atts 10. 33, 34. compared with the 44. 47. the 
Taylors houſhold Acts 16. 32. 34. they ſpake unto him the word of 


God, and unto all that were in his houſe , and h: ſet meat before them, 


and rejwyced, believing in God with all his houſe ; tee it allo in {7iſ= 
ps houſhold, As 18, 8, 9, 10, I, Stephan houſhold 1 Cor. r, 
16, 17. compared with chap, 16, v.15, Andasfor Lydias houſhold 
Ats. 16. the Spirit of God being more filenc therein, they that can- 
not interpret it by the other four, noryet by the Commiſſion it ſelf, nor 
by the Commiſſioners faithful obſervance thereof in all other inſtances, 
ler them proye if they can theſe three particulars. I. That Lydza ever 
had a husband. 2. In caſe ſhe had, that eyer ſhe had any children by 


him, and if fo, then in the 3, place that they were not dead, or fo grown 


up that they might hear and receive the word gladly as well as their mo- 


cher. | 
oument to prove that a viſible believer is the perſon that 


according to the mind of Chriſt is to be baptized in water, may be ta- 
ken from the order which the Spirit of Chriſt laies down, faith and bap- 
_ tim, in the ſcriptures of truth, putring faith (ill in the firſt place, witneſs 
Mark 16.15,16. Mat.28,19. Heb.6. Eph. 4. A 4 argument may 
be taken from the nature of the ordinance,and a 5 from Johns Baptilm, 
Yea much more might be ſaid to this point, but this may \uffice. 


[ «And alſs the only perſon that is to wal;gn the viſtble order of his 
| houſe 


3. Athird are 
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houſe, and ſo to wait for his comming the ſecond time in the form of a 
Lord and King with his glorious Kingdome according to premiſe | 
That he is the only perſon that is to enter into, and walk in the yihble 

orcer of his houte,will evidently appear, if he order in which our Lord 

left his houle when be wear to his Fadercorecn his kirgdome be du- 
ly confidered,for in his lafi will and-teftament we ſhall find it thus recor- 
ded, when our Lord was about to be gone, he gave order unto his Apo- 
ftles, whom he made {iewards in his houle of the myſteries of Ged , 
to make him Diſciples of all Nations, and that fuch as were ſomade 
ſhould then be baprized , and fo viſibly planted into Chriſt, and pur on 
Chriſt, and haviag foreceiycd him, {hould walk in him, obſerving all. 
things whattoever he had commanded, the firit thing wherof as touc hing 

order was, to be added or joined one to another in the fellowſhip of the 
Goſpel by a mutual profefled ſubj<Cion to the Scepter of Chriſt, and 
being a company thus called our of the world,from worldly vanities,and 

worldly worſhips,after Chriſt Jeſus the Lord (which is the proper Ez. 
[iſh of theſe words-the Church of Chrilt, and is in other terms called the 
Houſhold of faith) ſhould fieadfaſtly continue together in the Apollles 

dotrine, ſci. the conſolation, reproof, and wſtruEtion thereot, in Fel- 
lowſhip, ſci. mutual ſupport both inward and outward; in Breaking 
of bread, thereby remembring the death of our Lord, whole foul was 
mad? an offerine for fin, as his fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood drink 
indeed,by the help of the Spirit, to nouriſh our fouls and ſpirits up unto 
eternal life, and in prayer, one with and for another ; And that this 1s 
the abſohite order which the Lord hath appointed in his lait Will and - 
Teſtament, doth evidently appear both by his own precept, and com- 

mand , and by the practice of ſuch as firſt rrufted in him, and if 
{o, then neither infants of daies, nor yet ſuch as profeſs themlelves to be 
believers in Jeſus, but refuſe as a manifeſtation thereof, according to the 
practice of {ſuch as firſt truſted in Chriſt,to yield up themlelves to be plan- 
red into the death, burial, and reſurreQion of Chriſt, and fo viſibly to 
put Chriſt on,as did the Chriſtians of old,I fay fuch have no viſible right 
to enter into, or walk in the order of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and t9 con- 
clude the point, the argument ſtands thus. They, and they only, have 
viſible right to enter into, and walk in the vifible order of Chriſts houſe, 
and fo to wait for his comming, whom Chrift Jeſus himſelf being the 
Lord of the houſe, hath appointed, and his Apoltles deipg his ſtewards, 
have approved of ; But ſuch as firſt have been taught and made diſci- 
ples or Scholars of Jelus, and believers in Chriſt , and afterwards have 

t K | 


been ._ ' 
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bin baptiſed or dipped and therby viſibly 8 lively planted into the Ceath, 
burial, and refurrection ef Chrift, are they, and they only, whom Chrin 
bath appointed and the Apoltles have approved cf, See his Commiſion, 
peruſe their practice; Ergo They, and they ony, hayc vitible right to enter 
into, and walk in the order of Chrifts houle,and fo to wait fot his com- 
ming the ſecond time, inthe form of a King, with his glorious Kingdom, 
according to promiſe, © See for a farther confirmation of the latt 
clauſe, in the fit Epiſtle to the or 1mthians 1,7. 1 The 1 1o. 2.The, 
3. 5. Butto proceed. 
| He 7s the perſon that is alſo to wait for his Lords ſending Ann 
from the right hand of his father in tbe time of his abſence the holy 
Ghoſt, or holy Spirit of promiſe, and all this according to the laft will 
and teftamen: of that living Lord\ That this living Lord did promiſe 
when he lefc this preſent eyil world, that 1s in a great meaſure lub; ected 
to devils.and went to his Father, no: only to return again,bur in the time 
of his abſence (as a teſtimony of his great love unto tuch as are called to 
| behis diſciples, & manifeſt the fame by lovirg him & keeping his com- 
mandreents,and as a te. imony of his loving acceptance at the tight hand 


tis Father) to fend down the bolySpirir, which ſhould be in them as a 
@ \<li-tpring of living water flowing forth unto eternall life, who being 
a Spirit of truth, and fent by Chit who is the truth which Ged will exe | 
alt , ſhall elorifie him, take of him and; his, and ſhew unto them, 
and to lead them from truth to truth , until he hath brought them into all 
truth : as a comforter or Spint of comfort.ſhall fill their heags with joy 
1n believing, by bearing witneſs with their ſpirits, that they are the chil- 
dren of God, and by revealing unto them the precious things w-h God 
nath prepared for them that love bim, which neither eye hath ſeen, nor 
car hath heard , neither hath ir entied into the heart of man to conceive; 
and as a holy Spirit ſhall ſer them apart that are juſtifyed by the blood 
of his Son,unto the holy God,and fanRifie them throughour in ſouland 
tpirit, and body; and as a Spirit of {upphcation ſhall help them to ſpeak 
wnto God; and as a Spirit of 68 wed to ſpeak unto men: that this Lord 
c 


F fay did promile unto his diſciples, who loye him and keep his come 


mandments,in the time of his abſence the preſence of ſuch aSpirit as this, 
v.1:ich hath fapplies in him beyond what the fon] lacks,and that therfore 
they are to wait for this promiſe, and for theſe ſupplies in his appoint- 
2 5017's. will clearly appear. 


'F, Out of the words of the Lord himfeif. See lohn 14. 15, 16, 
7, 
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17. lo v. 26. chap. 15. 26. chap. 16. 7, 8. 1o v. 13, 14, I5. 
five times in that nighe in which he was betraied doth he repeat that 
piomile, to bis Diſciples that loved him and kept his commandments, 
and that he intended the ſame unto other viſible ditciples that ſhould love 
him and keep his commandments unto the end of the world, will allo ap- 
pear; for if the appointment of Chriſt, 7. the ſupper that went before, 
and is cxprelt chap.crthe 1 3. and the prayer of Chriſt that followed at- 
rer, ard is exprelt chapter 17, did belong unto them that ſhould bclieye 
' through their word till he come again, then this promiſe that is to often 

repeated between, doth as well belong unto them, as to thele ; but rhe 
former 1s true; Sce /oh#y 17. 20, I, Cor. II. 26. therefore the later. 
Iftheconlequence be denied, jr will (ill be proyed our of Chriſts 

own words; oce /ohn 7. 37, 38. and the conſideration even in reaſon 
of Chriſts exceeding love and tender care towards all his diſciples that 
love him and keep his commandments, and their ſenſible wants of the 
ſame ſupplies of the Spirit will clearly evince it. | 

2, It will clearly appear out of the words'ot the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
See [ohxs interpretation of thele words of Chrift, Oz: of hzs belly (hat! 
flow riwers of living water , Thes ſpake he (laith [»hn) of the Spirit 
which they that believe on him ſhould receive, for the holy Spirit was 
z:0t yet, becauſe Teſus was mot yet glorified, John 7. 29. Seeallo wht 
they all ſay with one mouth, after they had received this holy Spirit with 
power, whereby they were furniſhed as Apoſtles or Embafſadors ( of 
him that had all power in heayen and earth in his hand ) to go forth 
with the embafſ2ge of peace into all Nations,and could deliver the mind 
of their Lord unto them 1n their own language, Atts 2. 38.39. Kepcnt and 
be baptiſed every one of you inthe name of leſur,for the remiſſion of ſins 
> ye ſhall re:eive the gifi of the holy Spiratyfor the promiſe us to you and 
to your Children, and to all that are a far off , as many ( of alltheſe ) 
as the Lord oxr God jhull call, ſci, to repentance from dead works, to 
faith in Chriſt Icfus, to this vihble manifeſtation thereof by being bap. 
tiſed, and ſo vi*ibly planted into the death, buriall, and refurrefion of 
Chrift for the remiſfion of fins. 

3. This will alfo appear by the enjoyments of thoſe that firſt truſted in 
Chrift, and viſibly manifeſted theis faith and love in and to the Lord, by 
keeping his commandments: The Diſciples which were alſo called: A- 
poftles, waiting in the appointment of their Lord at Jerzſalers, received 

and were falled with that holy Spirit, with power according to promile. 
| K 2 IeS- 
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See Atts 1,4,compared with 2.2.50 that great number that were about 
three or rathec five thouſand fouls that bclieved through their word, and 
were baptized in Jeruſalem, and waited ia the appoinimen:s ct the fame 
Lord, that is to jay, together iteadfastly inthe Apoſiles doftrine , ard 


_ tn fellowſhip , and 14 breaking of bread , amd in prayer, they allo en= 


jaied chis holy Spirit according to promile, See Arts 4, 31, Thelike 
way be found among the Saints in S4z24ri4a, Acts 8, 17. 1n Epreſws, 
Atts19, And the fame may be tound amorg the Saints that thus put on 
Chriſt, and walked in bim, among thoſe thar fuit trulted 1n him in all. 
places. See 1t in the Rowa1n5 chap. 5. 5. and chap. 8. at large, See it 

in the Corizthians Epiſtle 1. chap. 2. 10, 12. andG6. It. 19. andch, 
I 2, at Jarge. In the Ga/zthians ch. 3. 2. 4. 6. In the Epheſians 
Caap. I. I3., Inthe Philrppr ins chap. 3. 3. IntheC olyſ/tzns chap, r. 
8. Inthe Theſſalomans Ep.i. chap. I. 5,6. andcnap.z.19, This pro-. 
mile is allo fourd true in the litle children that {-h» writes to,and is often 
repeated 1 /ohz 3, 24 4.13. andinthe 2. 27. he ſpeaks unto them. 
after this manner ', but the ano;nting (peaking of this holy Spirit of 
promiſe ) which ye hrbe received of hi , abideth in yt, and( (uct 
is his fupply ):þ.2t yo need mot that any man trach you, but as the ſame 
anvintizg teacheth you o f all thin gr, and truth and is u3 ey, Cuven as 


# hath tay 'Tht you ye ſhall abidein hiwz: Aninow litle Children abide 


2x him, &c. And Iudetelleth us, that the very ground why ſome that 


had made a profeſſion of the faith, andorder of Ietus, cauled divifons and 
offences, contrary to that dottrine they had received,and ſeparated them- 
ſeives, was, becaule they were ſenſu3ll, not having this Spirit, Iude 19. 
And as all this hath been proved by the laftWill andTeftament of that l1- 
ving Lord, fois iralfo clear, that his Will is not to be added.o, or ta- 
ken from. compare (Cj al. 2. 15. With Rev. 22, 18, 19, Which not- 


withſtanding if any man ſhall attempt to'do, Jer him know this Lord is 


alive, and will ere-long appeac tufhiciently able to avenge it. 

3. [ 1 teitifie that every ſuch fervamt of Christ Teſus , may in pornt 
o* liberty, yea.ought in point of auty,. to improve that talent which his 
Lord hath given unto him | That it is their duty to improve the talent the 
Lord hath given untothem, and that for that end it was alſo given, will 
appear by thoſe two inſtances of the Lord himſelf, the fiſt is Mat. 5. 
r3,:174, I5. Ye (laiththeLord to his Diſciples) are the ſalt of the 
earth , the licht of the world , &c, neither ds men light a Candle 
&2d put 3t ermler 4 huſhell , but on 4 candleſtick ; whereby he 1atimatres, 


that 
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that if it be far from the intention of men ( who are but weak and foo- 
Jiſh in their intentions and actions ) to light a candle which 1s for ule, 
and then to put ic uader a buſhell, and to make it uſeleſs; then much 
further from the purpoſe and incention of God, who is the father of lights, 
to enlighten the jpiritiof a man, which is che candle of the Lord , and 
then to have thac hgnt concealed and with-held ; therefore it follows, 


let your light ( faith the Lord ) ſo |hine before men, thar they may fee 


your good works, ard g'orific your father which ts in heaven, \ he 0- 


ther inſtance is in tie 19+ chapter of Lk? It, 12, 13, 14, I5, I6.to 


the 27. verſe, in which Parable is lively declared by the Lord, t. That 
that glorious Kingdc me of God that ſhall certainly appear , ſhould not 
ſo immediacly appear as ſome thought it ſhould, for which end is the 
Parable {poken verle 11. and the firft words of the Parable will prove 
the ſame thing, for the Noble-man ( which is Chriſt letus the Lord.) 
mult fiſt g0 into-a far country to receive his Kingdome, which 1s, to the 
right hand of the Father, there to fit untill all his enemies become his 
foot{tool, and foreturn, 2) - Here is declared the order in which this 
Lord left this houſhold when he went to receive his Kingdome , he be- 
ſtowed gifrs or talents upon them, and commands them as his leryants , 
1n thelr feverall places to occupy till he come, verſe 13. which proves 
that,for which I produced this ſcripture 5 and for further encouragement 
uato a ſervant of Chrilt to improve that Talent in his Lords ſervice that 
he bath beſtowed upon him, 3. Inthe thirdplace is declared the exceed- 
1ng ereat Councenancegand rich reward which this Lord will beſtow tip- 
on a faithfull ſeryant thar hath thus improved his Talent, when he ſhall 
Þave received the Kingdome, and ſhall return in theglory of his Father, 
tne countenance (T ſay) appears in theſe words , fe w2ll ſay, well, oras 
iris in thezgot ALarthew, well done thou good and. faithful! ſervant, 
thin haſt been faithful ina few things; therich Reward appears in 
thele, Enter into the joy of thy Lord ,, or have thou «Authority ( in 
my Kingdom) over tex Cities, be thou alſoruler over five Cities, Fc. 
But to proceed. v 
| And in the congregation he may either ak for information to 
himſ-lf ] This was a liberty amongſt the Jews in their ſynagogues or 
Congregations, as appears Lyke 2. 46. where Chiilt being about rwelve 
years old , is found by his parents among the Doors, in the Temple, 
not only hearing them , but asking them queſtions; and when he alfo 


taught ip the Temple , or elſewhere , the people did not only hear him, 


but. 
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but asked him queſtions , yea made objetions agailt what was delive- 
red, without interruption , and it cannot be conceived but this is much 
more a liberty in the congregations,a2d Churches of Chritt;and therefore 


'I C'o7., 14. 35. where women are directed to ask their husbands at home 


if they will learn,and the reaſon is given becaulc it is a ſhame for them to 
ipeak in the Church, it is plainly declared, that men that will learn 
may ask 1n the Church , for it 1s not a ſhame tor them to lpeak 


there. But to proceed, 


[Or it he can, he may ſpeak by way of prapnecy for the edificatior, 
exhortation » and Comfort of the whole [ by prophecy here I Mean 24 
plain, and brief deelaxation of the mind, and countel of God, in words 
fienificantly and eafie to be underſtood , confirmed by the wards of the 


Apoſtles and Prophets of God , and brought forth for the edification, 


exhortation, and comfort of the whole; The 14. ofthe x (Cor, Will 
plentifully clear rhis truth, and make this liberty gocd unto the Saints, 
in the Churches of Chriſt, and it cannot. be ſhut out bur by the ſpiric 
of Antichiiſt. Sec verſe I. 5. 12, 24. 26. 3O, ZI. 39, 40, Sol 
Thef. 5.19, 20. Quenchnot the Spirit, is rhe exhortation to him that 
iS therby moved to ſpeak ; and deſpile not propkecyines, is the extortati- 
on to them that are preſent to hear, But to proceed. 

| Aid out of the congregation at all times upon all eccaſionsand in all 
places, as far as the inriſdiftion of his LorA exie:ds | Which tis not 
only to the utmolt parts of the Earth , but allo to heayen, See Afar. 
28. 18. Heb, 1. 2, Ephef. 1. 20, 21, 22. 

[May (yea ought to) wath as 4 (bil of I'ght, inflifyirg wiſdome 
with her waies,aud reproving folly with the nufruitful words ther - 
of z provided ,+c. Fora warran:, here, lee Dex.6.7. Mat .5. 14, 
IG. 10. 32,33.IT. 19. Eph.s. 11. Act. 4.20. Jam.3.13. And ſo haye 
I dore alſo with the 3d. Concluſion, the fourth followeth, 

4. [/ teſtify chat no ſervant of Chriſt Jeſus hath any liberty, mmcb 
leſs authority, from his Lora, to ſmite bu Fellow-ſervant | This 
will be eyinced to be a truth many waies from the mouth of the 
Lord. | 


x. Inthat it is the oreat commandment of this Lord to bis diſciples, 


and ſervants, to love one another, and ſo to bear one anothers burdens, 
who ought,co have their love ſtronger than death , fo as to lay down 


their lives for the bretheren, See Jobs 13. 34. 15. 17. '1 fokr 


3. 23. 4. 31. Gal. 6. 2. 1 John 3. 16, Now to imite one a- 
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a is a breach of chat Law of Loveina very high degree, There- 
otc. 

 * 2, Theſervants of Chriſt are called upon by their Lord to learn of 
him to be meek, andlowly, and are pur thereby into a capacity to be 
further tavght the way , and fear of the Lord , to increaſe their joy, and 
they are fuch as (hah. inherit the earth , and allo keayen, for they ſhall 
find reſt for their fonls; and this meek, quiet and gentle Spirit is decla- 
red by the Spirit of the Lord to be an ornament of very great price. See 
fora proof of all this 47s, ri. 29. 21. 5. Pſalm 25. 9. Iſaiah 
29.19. fat, 5. 5. 1 Pet.3, 4. but to {mite 1s an argumen: of a do- 
minecring, proud, and lofty ſpirit, which is far from a Spirit that is meek 
and lowly. Therefore. 

3. The ſervants of Chriſt are called upon by their Lord to be fo far 
from ſmiting their fellows, that in caſe they ſhould be ſmirtea by others 
for bis , and the Golpels fake, meerly on one. cheek, they ſhould ra- 


% 


ther turn the other , than ſeek to revenge 1t, See Lake 6. 20. Rom. 


I2. I7. I ({or.6. 7. whydoye not rather take wrong ( ſaith the 
) Apoſtle) why do you n2t rather ſuffer your ſelves to be defrandea ? but 
this is far from ſraiting one another. Therefore, &c. 

4. This Lord being alſo that Prince of Peace, doth fo far dil- 
like ſuch practices as theſe among any lervants of his, that belong 
to his houſe, that he hath abſolutely and expreſly declared , that he 
by no means will have a ſtriker to ſupply the Office of an Elder. or 
Steward therein, no nor one that is of a Lordly, or domineerins ſpi- 
rit , nor yet one thatis froward, and will be ſoon angry. See 1n the 
fir{t Epiſtle of T7 :mothy 3. 3. Titus I. 7. Peter 5. 3. There- 
fore, &Cc. 

5. Thatno ſervant of Chriſt bath ſuch authority from his Lord to 
{mite his fellows , doth plainly appear in that Parable Aat. 18. 34. 
where it is ſaid , The Lord was ſo wroth that he will have that wiched 
ſeryint delivered to the tormentors, that did but take his fellow by 
the throat ; and him thar fell to ſmiting his fellowes in his Lords abu 
ſence; Jar. 24. 5I. it 15 faid,T he Lord ſhall come wpongtn a day when 
| he lovked not for him , and in an hour that he 1s not awar of , and ſhall 
cut him aſunaer, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrits, where 
ſhall be weepin fg and gnaſhin g of teeth, But to proceed inthe teſtimony, 
where it 1s fa1d, is : 

| No nor yet with outward force, or arm of fleſh to conſtrain, or 

re 
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reftr.4in anothers conſcience , nor yet his outward man for conſcience 
ſake, or worſhip of hs G od, cc. ] That this 1s a truth will be made out 
by the Scriptures of truth, and that many waies, The firſt argument to 


prove 1t {tandeth thus. = 
1. Arg. Ifany Servant of Chriſt Jeſus (be he high, or low, rich, or | 


poor) have any luch liberty , or authority trom his Lord fo to do, then 


he is able to ſhew it, (as that which may be his warrant foto act ) cither 


- out of the words of the Lord himſelf, or out of thoſe that were {poken, 


or writ by the Apoſtles, which were his Ambafladors, and were furniſh- 
cd from their Lord with commands for his Servants obſervance until he 
come again, 

But no ſervant of Chriſt ( I fuppole ) is able to ſhew, either owt 
of his owa words , or out of th? words of the Apoſtles, any tuch liber- 
ty, or authoriry trom the Lord, as that which may be his warrant fo to 
do. Therfore. | TT 
 Thefirft Propoſition cannot be denyed, which is this, If any ſervant 
of Chriſt Jeſus have any ſuch authority from his Lord, he is able to ſhew 
1t, either out of his own words, or t19m the Apoltles. And indeed 
for a man to a&t in the name of the Lord, and not to have a word, cr 
warrant from him, is high preſurwption , and fo will it appear if cheſe 


' theſe things be confidered. 


x. In thatit is plainly declared, That all power in heaven, and in 
exrth, is given unto Chiilt, and therefore muſt all authority in heaven, 
and in carth,be derived from him; and hence it ishat it concerns the feet 
and the toes of that oreat image, if it be poſſible, to ſtand clear cf him 
who is that little (tone cut out without hands, and ſhall ere long become. 
oreat mountain , and fill che Earth, 

2. Ihchaticisasplainly de:lared, that the living God bath in 
tele lait dates ſpoken by Chriſt, Heb.1.1. bath made him the heir of 
all chings, and thereupon bath called upon every one that hath an ear 
to hear him, hath threatned that ſoul chat will not hear him that kc ſhal 
be cur of ; therfore it concerns every lervant of his tor ake heed he ute no 
ſuch authority over anochec which he hath not beard and received from 
Chriſt. < | 

2. Inthat iris declared that Chriſt Jeſus the Lord is that one law- 


oiver, and that they are bleſſed that do his cammandements, yeas fo 


bleſſed, that the Apoltle faith heis become the author ofeternall fal- 


vation to thoſe that obey him, and that he 1s allo the Jrdge unto whom 
| | the 
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the living God, hath appoinred a great, and notable, and terrible day 
in which and by whom he will F-age the worid inr:ighteonſneſs, yea » 
the very ſecrets of mens hearts, according to his goſpel. Sce Fares 4.1.2, 
Kev, 22. 14, Heb. 5.9. eAtts 1o. 42.and17. 31. Rm, 2.16. 
From which confideration it alſo appears, that it concerns the ſ2ryants of. 
Chrift, chat chey deſpite not ſuch a Law-giver and luch a Judge a5 hes, 
in taking ſuch liberty , or exerciſing ſuch authority, over ocher mens - 
conſ{ciences, which cannot be made out from his words that he bath g:- 
ycn them; all which, as lo many arguments will prove the ft pcopolitt-. 
ON. 

And as.for the ſecond, which is this, ſci, No ſervant of Chriſt can 
ſhew a warrant trom Chriſt for ſuch an authoricy , eicher ouc of his own 
words, or his Apoſtles, if chat be denied, we mult chea call for the 
warta$, whici: mult be ſhewed cither out of the Evangeliſtz , the book 
of rhe Acts of the Apoſtles , the Apoſtles Epiſtles , cr the Revyelaticn 
of Jelus: bur I luppole it cannot be ſhewa out of any of theſe, If the 
I 3, of the X99: be produced fora warrant, no man can deny that 
the power there ſpoken of was ſuch as belonged to a heathen, and [ 
think Co man Will acknowledge that he had tuch an authority trom 
Chrilt to order mens con'ciences, or outward man, wich reſpect to the 
worſhip of God, and therefore that word cannot be their warranr. 

It the words of Pzu1, Gal. 5. 12. I would they were cut off that 
trouble you, be produceed for a warrant , let the words be conſidered 
(and in the firſt place) there is a5 mention made of outward force, or 
outward affliction, and therefore no warrant for any outward or car- 
nall hand foto afflit; but 2. The words were ſpoken tothe Churches 
in Ga atiay which were pirit: all ſocieties , and concerning ſpirituall 
tranſereffers, and dy 2. their cutting off mult be from thar ſpirituall 
relation and union which hitherto they enjoyed , ard how that is done, 
compare 3. As 23, with /zr. 18. 8. 17. Rem. II. 17. 19. 
20. 22, Andthecarnallcutting off from the carnall /ſr-ae/ (before 
the time of reform3tion) was buta type of this ſpirituall cutting off and 
caſting out fron the ſptrituall //-e/ of God fince. EE 

And thirdly, conſider, the words were ſpoken by the Apoſtle Paul, 
who would hay? us to know (as he declares it, 2 Cor, To. 4.) that 
the weapons of his warfare were not carnall, he was not'wont to lirive 

with them tat oppoſed chemſzlves with carnall weapons, and there- 
fore if te ſpeaks toſuch perſons as theſe Ga/2tians were (that had recei- 
ved tuch power from the Lord) touching a cutting off, which is a buſt- 
neſs that belongs to a ſword, it would be too carnall an underſtanding 
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of the place to concetve that this ſhould be dene by any other ſword, 
than by the word of tie Spirir, which 15 the word of God, and can 
reaci to their Spirits,and is the only offenſive weapon the S1ints are to 
tike in fuch cales as this agairſt their ſpirituall oppolers ; and lo have I 
done wich the firft Argument. A lecond, to evince this, is taken from-chat 
Iw wherewich Chit Jtus, that Sonne of Righteoutneſs, hath more or 
lets enl.ghtncd rhe Nations, which I may therefore call the law of Na- 
tlons, being that law by waich tie Lord will Judge thoſe which miy 
ortierwile be {aid co be without law : the Law is this, Do, as thou 
woud!t be done unto, which is alto (as Chritt ſpeaks) the Law and the 
Prophets. The argument ftanderh thus, 

2. eA'r7. If every ſervant of Chrilt Jelus have a command:ment from 
ns Lord,as he will anfwer ic before nim when he ſhall a»pear Jy" 
do to others, as he would haye others to do unto him; then no Teryanr 
_ of his can have either liberty or authority from him chus to force ano- 
- ther mans conſcience, or his outward man mecly for conlcience fake. 
| ut every ſervant of Chriſt hath this command from his Lord, viz. 

D> to others as ye would that others ſhould do unzo you. Therefore, 8c. 
The fecond propoſition 1s undeniavie, See 7, Az. 12. Luh 6.31. 
The confequence of che firſt prop>5ſition can fcarce be denied, but if xny 
ſhould raſhly deny ic, then I appeal cornart mans contcience, not betng 
cared, which alto knowsbur in vartgin the tight & prelence of God,whe- 
" therhecan be willing that another who is further informed in the things 
of God, and is allo ftronger than he (whether he can be willing, I tay, 
hz: he) ſhould by lucha force conftratn or reitrain his conſcience, al- 
houeh 11 tmaller d:fercnces,but how much leſs 1n things that do fo yalt= 


vr giffer, 
3 Arg. Thethird argument Rtandeth thus, 

IfCiriſt Jeſus tne Lord inftrudted his ſervants to be meck, lowly, 
and gentle, yea, kind and curteous to all ; ſent forth the ehicfelt of 
them,and ro14 them that they ſhould be as lambs in the mid(t of wolyes; 
ye2, holds them and us , and all that ſhall reign with Chriſt, when he 
(ll appear with his Kingdome, in a continuall expectation of a perſe- 
cured and afflicted condition in this preſent evil world, then it cannot 
be expeRed that they ſhould have any ſuch liberty, much lels authority, 
tom. him th''s to peclecute, proſecure, or intorce others. 

Bur: the firlt is rrae.See JH 27.1 1.29.1Cor.13.4.E0h.4.34 Þ Pet .3.8. 
Ai. to. Tin. 2. 3. T2. Allchi: will live Goaly in Chriſt Jeſus 
{(frich P.zQwho well ditcerned the ſpirit that was abroad ,& that which 


ſhould remain andincreafe in the world) ſhall ſuffer per.ecution , and,. 
the 
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theſeryant is rot greaterthan his Loid faith Chriſt, Afar, 1o, 24,25 
So that by tl.is it appears,that the fuſt is tive, ard thereforetbe lecond 
which is this, 7 þ. t zo ſervant of Crit can expett 2:y ſuch liberty 
cr authority from his Lordinws toperſecute , proſectt:, or inſorce 
cthers. 


A Fourth argument again forcing men againſt th ir conl{ciences? 


inthethings, and worſhip of God,is raken trom the nature of rhe con- 


Icience of man , and of che worſhip of Ged, which ate bath ipiritual ; 


and it (tar.deth thus, 
4. Arg.Tlat which theLord hath reſerved 1n his owa hand,and hath in- 


tended to mannage as part of his own Kingdome by his own power of 
Spirit, and by another manrer of miniſtery, and word, than that which 
is put forth in the Kizedoms of men, his being ſuch as .uits with the 


underſtanding ar.d confcicnce of man, as it's a ſpiritual thing, and 


with the worſhip of God, which is allo ſpiritual, that, I ſay, can no_ 


{ervant of Chriſt have authority from him, by an other tword, or arm 
of fleſh, to undertake, mannage, or think to effect. 


But the Lord hath releryed this great work of ordering the underſtan- | 


ding, and conſcience, which is the ſpirit of man, by way of conſtraint, 
or reſtraint; and allo the outward man, with reſpec to the worſhip of 
God,I fay,he hath reſerved this great work, in his own hand, and in 
the hard of the Spirit , ard hath intended to mannag? it as a part of 
his Kinedome , by his own Spirir, and by another manner of miniſter, 
than that which is put forth in the Kingdoms of men. Thetrforc, &c. 

The firſt propoſition , I judge, cannot be denyed , becaiſe if it be 


by himreſerved in bis own hand and power, then by his authority it. 


cannot be in the hand of another; and if intended by him to be man- 
naged by another manner of miniſtery and tword , than that which is 
put forth in the Kingdomes of men, then not by the ſame, 

And as for the ſecond, it will appear to be a truth by theſe follow- 
ir. teſtimonies. | 

1, Thatthe great work of ordering the underſtanding and conſcience, 
which is the [pirit of a man , by way of conſtraiiit or reſtraint; and 
allo the outward man, with re 
ed (asa part of his Kingdome, the ſpirits of men being the throne of 
the Lord)” in his own band ® and in the hand of the Spirit, doth appear 
Luk- 17.26. Rom,11.32.1ſ1.45.22.Lach,q.6.Prov.2.6, [an.1.5.10, 
1.9. Luke 24 45.2C0r.4.6.Eph.t.18,19. Acft.2.47.11,21.And 

2. Thar he bath intended to mannage it by another manner of ſword, 
or miniſtery , than that which is put forth in the Kingdoms ofmen, is 
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allo evident, in that he did neither ſpeak to , nor yet make ule of the 
Kings of che earth ro make him dijcipies, ror yer call foc their 1word 
ro.conftrain them or others to the worſhip of God, or to reitrain.them 
ficm their own, although it was performed to dumb Idols, and ſo unto 
devils; but made ule ot the [word of the Spirit, which is his own word, 
& the miniliety of his Apoltles,and Icryants, to hold it forth to the world, 
and t! ercby were diſciples made unto him, and fo by 1m brought from 
t.cir own to the worſhip and lervice of God. See 19.16.8 9,10,11.26. 
Acts 15 16.18. 1 7hc.1.8.9, cÞ. 2.13. Heb 4 12. | 

The fifth Aronment agaicſt forcing mer.s contciences, Ot rather the 
outward man for conſcience lake in the worſhipof God, Randzrh thus. 

5. erg. That which preluppole.h ore man to have dominion over 
another mans contcience, ard 1s but a forcing of Seryants, and wor- 
ſhippers upon the Lord , at the leaſt ,- which he jeeks noc for, and is 
the ie2dy way to make men diflemblers and hypocrites beforeGod and 
man , which wiſemen abhor, and t pur mea upoa the profaming the 
ramie of the Lord , that can no {?rvanrt of Chritt Jeſus have any Iiberty, 
much leſs authority,fcom his Lord to do. 

But by outward force to feek to conitrain , or reſtrain av others con- 
tcience in the worſhip of God, &c. doth preiuppole one ma.1 £5 haye do- 
'minicn ovcr another mans conſcience, ard is but to force ſeryants, and 
werſh ppers upon the Lc rd, which he fceks not for, and is the ready way 
tro make men diflembicrs and hypo.rites,and co put them upon the pro- 
fanino the name of the Lord, Therefore, &c. 

Tic fff propoſition 1s undeniabjie, becaulz it is evident that it is not 
the will of che Lord that any one ſheuld have dominion over another 
mans conſcience; no not ſuch as had t! e largelt' power and preſence of 
the Spirit of God, and th? large!t intereſt 1n the hearts of his people, 2s 
bad :he Apolites, Elders, ard Brethren : Sce 1 Cor. 8 11, 12. 10.29. 
EL © 2. PH. 7.185, 3(Cor. 1 73, 24. & chap. 4. 5. for 
this indeed world be to enter upon the throne of Chriſt, to fit in the 
Temple of God, and is the very highelt defien of the ſpirit of Antichriſt, 
See 2 Thefſ. 2. 4. Cor. 3.10. And for any man to enter upon the 
tine of Chrift vo fer a foot into the Temple of God, is to defile it, 
-rdYertatdchiics the Temple of God, (laichtte Apottle) him ſhall 
God delirey, And fora man to put ſervants and: worſhippers upon te 
Ford. whey he would not have others to pur ieivants upon him, and 
malkemnd fer ble. when if he be a wiſe man, he cannot but hate dit- 
ſenbling, mit needs be much more abomination to the Lord, fo that 
ttc it propofition (as T laid) cannot be denied, & | 
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The tecond will ealily be proved in each particular thereof, As 

r.-This fo cirg of all to conform in the worſhip of God, doth pre- 
{rppole one man o have dominion or Lordſhip over another mans con- 
tcience, for who kaows not that the worſhip cf God isa cafe of conſci- 
ence, ard that that wotthip ard ſervice that is pleaſing to him, mult 
baveche ſpirit ard contcience the chHicf in it? and therefore, thar man 
which by outward force would cauſe others to conform in point of 
worſhip, mult pre-{uppole to have power over his {pirit and confcience, 
to Caule it to coniorm ltkewile, or elle he cannot attainun:o hs Relt- 
gious inten, ; -_ 

2. This is but a forcine of ſervants and worſhipeis upon the Lord.ard - 
I lay at the beſt , for it is more I1kely to force worſhipers from him ; 
Ard this will clcerly appear, becaule the tre worſhipers , ard luch as 
the fathe. feeks for, are ſuch as worſhip him in Spirit, and in Truth : 
See Joh 4. 23, 24. who having received from Chritt the Spirit of life 
and love, bave his word ſtard in their heart, as thewordof a Kwg , fo 
that thereby they become a willing people to do him ſervice, and [and 
not in need of ſuch outward force to compell them thereto; they there- 
fore that ſtand in need to be, ard therefore ate by outward force com- 
pelled to the worſhip of God, to the faith and order of the colpel of 
C:brilt (they I fay) are ſuch ſervants, and worſhipers, as are foic'd upon 
th: Lord , whom he ſeeks not for, 

Th's outward forcing men 1n the worſhip of God, is tlie ready way 
to make n endif]. mblers and hypocrites before God ,, and men which 
wiſe men abhor ; the truth of this will be thus demonſtrated , for :t 
they be ſpirituall, true, and willing worfhipers , ſuch as the Father 
ſecks for, then what need is there of a conſtraint or reſtraint? fuch ate 
a law of life to themſelves ; bur if they be not, then what make they 
there before him, who calls for the heart , and wiſheth wen to look to 
their ſpirits, for he is a Spirit, and will be ſanCtified of all thoſe that 
draw neer unto him ? See Prov. 22. 26. cal. 2. 15. Rev. TO. 3, 4. 
Then as they ate forced upon the Lord againſt his wil), and without ary | 
warrant from him, ſo are they alſo againſt their own, and therefore 
_ although their bodies may be preſent, and through fear of the ſtroke, or 
hope of reward, may ſeem to conform, yer their heaits and minds not 
being changed (and the flrong holds thereof not being beaten down , as 
by fuch carnall weapons they are never likely ro be) they I ſay, are 
abſent, and far from the Lord; ſo then, while their hearts , and con- 
fciences, (till cleave to their Idols, and yet their bodies are cauſcd to 


conform,what is this bur to make nen diflemblers and hypocrites before 
God 
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G-d ard mar? and that ic is the way to put men upon the profaning 
the name of the Lotd, is al{> evident; underſtand by name his attri- 
butcs, word, ordinances, worſhip , they are all profaned by ſuch a 
perloa that ftandz in need t be torc'd to Religion. See Haag. 2. 13g 
tor him to call upon the name of the Lord, is.to profane the name of the 
Lord, tor their pisyers are abomunation to him , Gen. 4. 26, Prov. 
A 20.9. 1jiy 1.13. Andacalling the naine of God or Chritt upon tuch, 
=_— 1s counted by hima blaſpheming his name. See Kev. 2.9. 13.1.5,6, 
= "and unto the wicked faith God, Pſi. 50. 16. Wrat haſt thou to a3 
r0 declire H2 Statutes, OY T1 fare my Covenant 172 thy 04th . Seetng 
thou batest inftruttion, and caſte$F my words behind thee? By all 
waich it doth evidently appear , that the tecond propolition doth alfo 
itand firm, 
A ſix: argument againſt the forcing of men againſt their underſtandings 
2nd conſciences,is taken from the prohibicion of Chriſt, and tands thus. 
6. eArg. If Chriſt Teſus the Lord hath expreſly forbidden his leryants 
by tuch a forceto ſeek to conſtrain or reltrain another mans conlcience,or 
his outward man avain(t his underftanding and \Con{Clence, In things 
appertaining to God, although his underſtanding and conicience be 


= —__ eleerlydilcerned co be erronious andevily ten can no lervant of Chriſt 
=. - Jeſus have any libeity, much lets authority, irom him 10 to practite ; 
4 | ' 'eC 

 - | This cannot be denied, 


Bur Chriſt Jeſus the Lord hatn expreſly forbidden his {crvants 10 to 
practile, ard for the proof hereof, take rwo or three inſtances » Mat, 
15. 14. Where Chriſt peaking to his dilciples, roucliing the Phaitlees, 

who were blind guides, ſeducers, hypocrizes, (tron oppolers of Chriit, 
_ yetleemingly full of zeal and deyotion , and luch :s brought a yanity 
upon the worſhipef God, and made b1s commantem?n:s of none ef- 
feet by their traditions, as appeats, V. 3 4,5; 6, 7,09 9. or the lame 
chap-er, yer v I4. laich Chriſt to his dilciples , let chem alone , they 
are blind, leaders cf the blind, and {o leaves them to rhat lad event , 
which is,their falling into the ditch, or periſhing rcgether. See the pa- 
cable of rhe whear and the tares, 17s. 13- 24. interpre ed Þy Chriſt 
hinſel5 27, 2. And he thit ſowerh te 700d feed (faith Chriſt) is 
the Son of 4 52% | 7 he fi 1d is the world, the good e-2d re thy children 
of th: Kingdome (hich being ſown by the {on of man, mult needs be 
meant faictfu Land ſin< re-hearted profefors of the truth cf the coinel]:) 
But the AYES: (fiith he T7”2-2 the children of rhe Wick A ATTY and he 


TF pE | enems iha- (owerh them is the devill , which being op TTY of the 
= wicked one; aad ſown by the devil a ter re children oi the Kinodome, 
_ mul} 
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mult needs be meant ſuch as crept in unawars, and were fent 11. a5 7.12%  W 
{peaKeth, Sce G-/.2.4. to {pie out the Saints liberties , that they might 
bring them into bondage , ard ſo were formall Proteſlors of Chriſt at 
the £1.13, but afterwards ditcoyered tc be Hereticks, Schiſmaticks , Apo- | 
[tats, Blaſpheme rsz {uch as Was Fiym: #245 5g Phyte 3 , A lexanadcrs - 2 . 
Demas, ard !uch falle teacters as Perer lpcaks of, 2- Pet, 2. 12. 
7 hat ſhould br,ns in a:mnable kereſfies , even denying the Lord ihat 
bouohr thewy and Ering upon themlclyes tw'fc deftruction, whole per- 
nicious waycs m1ny ſhould follew; by reaſon of whom the way of 
truth Chould be evil] ipoken of; bur to goon, the harveſt, laith Chrilt, 
zs the ex dof the world, nd thereapers are av other than the angels, 
Now the queſtion (for our inſtruction in righteouſneſs) being made by 
the {ervants unto their Lord , when the tarcs were difcoyered , whether 
It was his w1ll that they ſhould go and gather themup, and take them 
out of the field, his firſt antwer, v.29.is nay, ard the reaſon he renders, 
is this, /e;t while ye gather np the tares, ye root up alſo the wheat with 
them ; Andthe next anfwer, v, 30. 1s an expreſs word of command, 
that they ſrould let both grow together in the field, which 1s the world, 
and unvill the time of the haryeſt , which is the end therof, and tiien his 
purpole is to ſpeak to the reapers , which are not men but Angels, to 
gather them up, and bind them in bundles to bura them. I ſhall pro- 
duce but one inſtance more to ſhew that our Lord Jelus forbids tuch a 
practice as this ameng his Diſciples oc ſervants, 2, 77m. 2. 24,2526. 
The ſervant of tne Lords {faith Paul, in the word of the Lord , #-z/t 
wot Strive, Fiit be gentle unto al: men, apt to teach, not to ſtrike, 
patient in meeRne(s , inftrutting thoſe that oppoſe themſe'ves; which 
word fionifietha ſetting a mans ſelf in an oppoſition to the truth in amore 
than an ordinary manner, eyen by way of coyenant or refolution of ipi- 
rit, yet re they ſtill ro be waiting with meekneſls upon them , if Cod 
et any timewill give t hem repenicnce to the acknowledgement of the 
truth , that they PLAY FECUUEY themſelves; ot of the ſuzres of th? devil, 
who are taken captive by him at þis will, Es 
Another arg vrrent that there can be no warrant from Chriſt for ſuch 
a practice as this, 15 taken from ſuch expreſſions of his, wherein he ſhews 
his diſlike thereof, and it Randeth thus. *© 
7. eArg. It Chriſt Jeſus the Lord have ſharply reproycd and check- 
ed his ſervants when he heth eſpicd ſuch a {pirit as this but bteaking 
forth in them , then can no ſervant of his haye any countenance , much 
leſs authority from him ſo to praiſe, 
Bur the fir{t is true , he hath ſharply reproyed th:m when he eſpied. 
- {uch ' 
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juch a ſpirit as this but breaking forth , witneſs his words L:ke 22. 24 | 


25. Fc. foh.18.10,tt. AM.26. 51,5245 3.54. & Luk: 9. 46,47. & 
49,50. 5255 3554-55 $6. whereit is faid , when the Samarirs mc 


perceived char Chritts face was towards /er»ſalem, they did fo envy tim 


for /errſi/ems fake, which was the place of Gods wotſhi P3 that they 
would not receiye him nor afford unto hum fuch common curtefieas be- 
longcd unto (rangers; for which diſcurteous repulſe of the'r Lord and 
malter, 74-2ecand Joh, in a prepeſterous zeal judged , that they de- 


fſeived rody , and thereupon moyed the queſtion to Chriſt in theſe words, 


verſe 55. Wilr-thou that we command fire to come down from heaven 
and conſume them? but what is the anſwer of Chri{t ? 1t is ſaid, he r#r= 
ned y and ri buked them, ſaying, ye know not what ma*ner of Spirit 
ye are of, They were {carce awar that they were hereunto moyed by no 
other ſpirit than the ſpirit of Antichrilt, for faith he, The Sox: of man 
z5 nt come to deſtroy mens lives, butt» ſavethem,andithe came in- 
to this world to {aye mens lives, and not to deſtroy them, and will 
bave his Setyants to learn of bim meekneſs, and meccy . and to be as 
he was 1n this preſent evil world , I lay, it he cameto ſzve mens lives, 
even therebellious, then no ſervant of his can have any authority :rom | 
him for ſuch caſes as hele to dcftroy them, 

The laſt Aroumentſtandeth thus. 

8. Arg, That which of it ſelf is inconſiſtent with the civil peace, li- 
berty , proſperity, and ſafety ofa Place, Cormonwealth, ornation, no 
ſervant of Chrift Jeſus can have hberty, much lets authority from his 
Lord to do 


But this outward forcing of men in matters of conſcience towards 
God to beheye as others believe , and to practite andavgorthip 2s others 


do, cannot ſtand with the Peace, Liberty, Proſperity, and ſafety of 


2 Place, Commonwealth, cr nation. Therefore no ſervant of Criſt can 


have any liberty, much leſs autÞority fo to do. = 
The &q pr-poſition can ſcarce be denyed if theſe things be conſidered, 


ſci. That Chriſt J-tus the Lord is the Prince of Peace, /ſ:.9 6 Heb.7.2, 


and the more a man is made partaker of , and led by the Syirir of the 
Lo:d , which is the Spirit of Peace , the more p2aceable and quier is 
he like to be towards all men with whom he hath to do, for this Prince 
of Peace hath given expreſs command unto all his Servants, whoare 
the Children of Peace (in whoſe hearts his werdſtards, with power, as 
the word-of a King) tc be at peace among chemlelves,.1 Theſ.5 13. 
To hve in peace, 2 Cor. 13.11. Tof.llow pence with all men, Heb. 
I 2.14, To ſech peace and enſue it , 1 Pet. 3.11. T o follow after rhoſe 
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things that maxe for peace , Rom. 1419. If it be poſſible as much as 
n.thers ly2thio hav? peace with all men, Rom.12.16, Yea not to ſees. 
teir own, bit every man ano:herswealth, 1 {, 97.10, 24, To ſeek. 
the Peace of De plice 3 where Gol hath bound Pts habitation, Jew, 

* ie) | | | 
and to pray uno God for ity 'nd for the rulers thereof , Fer. 29. 7. 1 


Tim. 2.2, By all which it doth evidencly appear, that that which of it . 


felf cagno: ſtand with the peace and proſperity of a place, and nation, 
chat can no ſervant ofChrili haye by thzauthority of this Lord,unlels by a 
Jult judgewent trom him upon the rulers of this world for giving their 
power , at.d {word, io the beaſt, thus to be +buſed and made drunk 


with the blood of che Saints, which his tender heart cannot but aycnoe 


= A 


upon themiclves, and up-n the Nations for their loving to haye it ſo. 

Ard as for che lecond Propoſition , which is this, that this outward 
forcing of men in matters of conicier.ce towards God to belicye as others 
believe, andto p:actiſear,.d worſhip, not as rhemſclves (but as others) 
are perſwaded,-annot ſtand with the pzace,liberty,proſperity, and faſety 
of a Place,NationaouCommorwealth;rhis will as plainty appear in the 
examination of cach particular thereof, 

And firſt, it cannot ftand with the peace of a Commonwealth ; for 
as there could be no peace expected in the [ſracl of old, fo long as that 
karlot Fez.2b:1 (who chicſted after innocent blood)could at her pleaſure 
obrain the ſeal and power of the King, to effect her bloody defion upon 
the feryants of the Lord, who withſtood her. Idolatrous Prieſts, and that 
Idolatrous way and worſhip which they had iet up, ſo likewiſe as long 
as.thar {pirituall 7ez.26e// among thoſe that account themfelyes the //- 
| ral of God,(who is feen in R-v.17.3. to ride upon that ſcarlet-colour= 
ed beaf}, and to own her felf as the City and {poule of that preat King, 
the King of Saints, fo lorg I fay asſhe) can by her glorious deckings 
and fplendours, to deceive and allure the Kings and Rulers of che earthy 


. £ . . . O © : 
to commit fornication with her , ard to give their {word and power.to 


the beaſt that bears her up, there can be no expectation of peace 


in the earth, bur (till of wars, and rumours of wars, untill mens hearts 
_ fail then: forſolong as there is an outward force or power to be had 
to maintain and upholdthe carnall intereſts and adyantages of lome 
upon religious accounts, and to perſecute others, who for conſcience 
fake towards God, dare rot, yea cannot cenform to their way, What 
hopes are hereby begotten' and nouriſhed in fome 2 what jealouhies , 
ſuſpicions and fears in others? what revengfull defires in moſt? yeaz 
what plottings and contrivings tn all? and as a irnit and effet hereot , 
what riding ® ruaning? troubletome , and tumultuous afſemblings to- 
| no M — oether 
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octher , and {idings? yea , and outragious murderings and blood- 
ſhedings ate hereby produced 11 a Nation , to guin that power and iword 
to their party, cicher to cruth , ſuppreſs, or caulethe ocher to conform, 
or arrhe leall and be't to laye rhemlelyes from being cruſhed, Juppreſicd, 
or forced to conformity? But were tins ſnare of the deltcoyer and mur- 
dcrer once dilcovered and broken , wiich 1s under a fpecious and reli- 
010US PLELENCE of doing God 950d letyice, to opprels and flay his 1n- 
nozen: leryants and children, and to force mea to thar which their 
minds and con{ciences are not perlwad-d unto, which is wotle than Ido- 


latry; or atleaſt would it pleaſe the moit high to help che Kings and 


Rulers of che earth, to take King Davids countell, P/ »/, 2. which is, to 


hiſs ti [0p Pit he Ang 5 . and il his Anger {r21te tha: g0rious [magey 
(which Nabrchadnezztr 1aw in his cream) Da. 2. 313 32333, 34« 
pon his feergthat were part of ircn and part of clay,and fo break them to 
reeces, that the iron, tne Clay, the braſs, the (iyer and the cold be 
tEroken to peeces together, become as chatf , and lo vaniſh away , that 
rhere ſhould no place be found for them ; And would it pleate the moſt 
411 TO PUT IT INTO their heatts, to manage that power and {word of 
ftcel which te hath pur into their hands (and takes out acain at his 
020d pleaſure) fot'at it might orely attend the very thing for which it 


' is beilowed upon chem , which is do juſtly, and to ſhew mercy, as 


;hofe chat walk (in tuch eminent places) humbly before the Lord , 
vi:ich are things more pleaſing to him , than ſuch ns offerin :£ and 
'2c:111ces, although they amounted to thoulands of rams, or ten thou- 
f1ncs of rivers of oyl., eipecially beirg iuch as he hath not required at 
their hands how foon would the earth which now is moyed excec:- 
inz|v  reelsto and frolike a drinkardy and is removed like a cct- 
= become 4 quiet and peaceable ha bitacion ? for ir there were n21- 
-ner tear 07 one hand , nor hope. on the othei , that this ſword ſhould 


>» draovn Corth to maintain the camall inr-refts of ſome, which they en- 


1077 115.7 celigtous pretences, and rt ſupprets the underſtandings and con- 
/ @, [ ' 


- tciences of cthers, tothe hazard of their proper and lawful intereſts and 


ourward enjoyments , and all men {hould fee rhe Rulers 3s refolute in 
this point as Gali, was, lo that mcn of ail teas and rej:n.ons qwhich 


now are yarious ,- were become hopeleſs ot any other heip to ſupport 


] 


themſelves and their way, or to draw oti'5 thereto, chan what by the 
word of God they can attain unto , how f50x" v; ould theſe tumules ceaſe, 
tlecamity 1a point of Reliorn be {]a'n , and all things in peace? ard 
for my part I cannot expect that the ſwords ſhould be beaten into 
ployſhates, and the ſpears into pruning-hooks, that nation. ſhall er 
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(75) : | | 
re again nation, neither ſhall they leain war any mere, which is a 
ching which the mou: h of the Lord hath ſpoken of, untill chat be accom- 
ph{hed which ſhould occaſion it , whichis exp et by the Prophet in 


thele words, For 11 ceorle will walz every one inike name rt 1s Gods 


4 " 


and we will walk iathe name of the Lord our G d for ever and ever. ” 
Mica 4. 3» 4s 5. 
Ard as this forcing of mea for their conſcience fake, cannot fand 
With the feace of a Na:ion or Commonwealth, fo neither can it (tar 
with the liberty thereof, as thoſe two inltarces Rev. 13. 10. and Is. 
I6, 17, to;.ether with daily experience, doe lively demoiittrace, in 
which Scriptures it is plain to be ſeen, that whilſt the Beaſt retgneth, 
through the power of the Kingz of the Eath, all are reftiaiued of 
their liberty, and brought to - conformity , they cannot buy nor fel, 
unlets they conform to the Beaſt, no not the great ones, Kings and Ru- 
lers themlelves, they ſhall rather ceaſe to be Kices than ceale to conform, 
when once they haye given their power to him, .for then they have not 
been abl2 to itand before him, as Emperors,Kings,Princes and Goyern- 
ors haye by wofull experience ( through a ſad hand of God) found to 
be true, Andas by the righteous judgement .of God , they that !'ave _. | 
up? this accompe kiled with the ſword, muſt have a time alto to be : 
killed with the tword,; fo they that have led into captivity, muſt allo 
be led into caprivity:: fo that by this ic appears, it cannot ſtand with the 
itberty of a place and Nation. 
A 2d that 1t cannot ſtand with the proſperity and ſafety therot will 
appear from a twofold conſideration, the fuſt whereof is with reſp: 
to piety, the ſecond to policy, 
That v.uich 1s raken from piety is chis,If the matter be duly conſidered 
and weighd,it canno* beexpected bur that this outward conſtraint or re- 
{{-2inr of gen in matters of conſcience,& for the worſhip of God(in this 
preſent evill woi'c.and by the powers therin) much chiefly refiect, and 
liohr upon ſuch as teing called ont of the world, can neither conform to 
worldly vanities, nor v.orldly worſhips, bu: to the pure voice and word 
of God, and to the teftimnony of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord , which it true, 
as indeed it cannot be denicd, then it will eaſily appear to oe both vn(aſe T 
and unproſp-rous for a ſtate or nation to be found mc<aling herein. for 25 F 
much as the L51d of hoſts hath faid, he thit toro th vor yg rnarbke. Þ the 
aple of 1117 eV? 9 Zach. 2.8 : and again . Torct | 10t 1162 41501111 ed, 
and dn my Prophets no harm , 1 (hrou, 16. 22. and King D2vi4 
had well obſeryed concerning the !ſr2e/ of old, thr the Lord ſuffered no 
man to do t1em wrong, but eycn reproved K':: 2* for their lakes, Pſa”, 
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105.14. Ard if the Lord of hoſts who is full of bowels of compaſſion, 


be 1o taken with the opptetlion of the poor , and {:giing of the acedy , 


thai 1e will aot long torbear, but will artle, retieve him, ard tec 
17 2 latety from tim cat puffeih ac him, or would irfnare tim , Pſa. 
12. 5. ſhallhenotimuch racher avenge lis own etcet , waich eive him 
.c@, 1 el 


you (faith Chrili) Fe will avenge them ſpeedily, Ard cow how unlale 


ai.d unprotperous It 1s tor a Kiredome . or S:ate, to ly thus open to the 


vengeance of Cod,whica it it breaks forth is ike ro overturn, overturn, 
overturn 1t as the prophet ſpeaks, Ezck, 21, 25, 26, 27» Will not be a 
hard thing to dilcern, | 

Again it cannot well Rand with the proſperity and tatery of a State, or 
oround or corilideration. For it belt tuits 


Nitin > upon a politick & 
with policy (tethe power in the hands of Kirgs and Princes , but eipe. 
Clally of States and Commconwealths) r. To eng2ee (rot only one par- 
ty or lect alone, bur ) all parties there13 ro the prelent power, and-to 
the {upportirg thereof; 2, Todo this {net by giving away any pattof 
the power to any party or fe&t to opprels or inforce otters to their way 


tor their carnal and private reſpects, torthar ({ as hath tcen ſhevwn ) is 


the way to lole itthemſelyes, except they conform, yea to be brought 


10 Conformity, but) ro afterd ifs protection equall to ail withent telpedt unto a- 
ny , at !calt in this, fcr. keepirp them theieby ſafe, vnder God, in. rel: edt 
ct their perfors, nimes, wand <ltate:;3 3 And to engage tham all vpon the 
ſtrorgeſt ergigements, winch are not carnal ontward advant: ge ( they bing of. 
tencimes (o {ar from ad-ancing te fame, that they prove notabic me ans to Make 
the obſtruction) bur this, wherein one man may Þe as wel affurec ihar he {halt vor 


beforced to another niau rnderfancing and confcier ce, as (Nat e40 her ſhall 


not be forced unto his. Which indecd is an evg2pcment that is It1o:.ger than 


>deatn, the voice of cach ran. conſcience being tO him as the voice: i his God 6 


by this means [hall all parties be deepi; obliged ro the vemclt of their hives 
avd cltates, to bee up that power, withour which they cannot eX3 ed to enjoy 
Peace, liberrv, and laiety themfeives, ſo ſhall the: rulers aijo have ſomewhac 
more vacancy ro.conlider what i: is that the Lo'd of I: ft: doth 72quue at rheir 
hands, which is to do jultly, to love mercy , and ro walk hripbiy before the 
Leoid, Mic 6 95,8. Aid whereas it is added {every man beirg fi:ch 8&c, ) 
which is ro ſhew that whether ſuch libercy as ihis ſhoo'd tte pranted or 
ne: irthis preſent world , yer It Concerrs, aid alio well becomes the feivants 
of C} t,nor to alter their courſe, but to be fill found keeping tre command - 
n.ew: God and the reftimony of Jeſus', and ro be bearirg 'u mid whit is 
fa:d, Rev.12.11. And t'ey oveiceme him by the blo. d of the Lanib ,c'and by 
the ward of their teftimony , ardthey loved nor their lives 8n'o the ceath 5 
h. kning alſo for his voice » who faich Rev. lait 20. Surely | come quickly, with 
the like cloſing therewich as there is expreſt- Amen, Even ſo c.me Lord Jelue: 
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